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How much richer and more meaningful are music, 
languages and dramatics when presented as 
entertainment rather than study! Because radio or 
transcribed programs can be brought directly to any 
classroom, teachers can draw on an infinite variety 
of teaching aids—making their own efforts more effective, 


and at the same time more enjoyable. All this— 
done with the finest equipment made. 
Each RCA Sound System is custom designed to fit 
your school’s needs—and budget. 


For paging individuals, for general announcements, 
or for fire drills and other emergencies, 
RCA Sound Systems are swift, sure, effective. 









RCA Sound Systems provide for instantaneous 
communication between classrooms, 
auditorium or athletic field. 


SEE your local RCA Sound Products 
Distributor for information 
or write for Bulletin 2R8348 Rev. 


Sound Equipment 


RADIO CORPORATION of AMERICA 


Engineering Products Division * Camden, N. J. 
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READY NOW—at your bookseller—the handsome 


inexpensive Catholic books you've heard so much about 





in every important Catholic publication. 
books sold for prices up to $4.00. 





LOW-PRICED, DELUXE POCKET-SIZED EDITIONS OF OUTSTANDING CATHOLIC 
WORKS FOR EVERY TASTE AND INTEREST ... . already acclaimed in advance 


The original editions of these famous 





OUR LADY OF FATIMA—William Thomas 
Walsh. The Miraculous appearance and its 
world-wide significance. Orig. $3.50 65¢ 


THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM—Kar/ Adam. 


Full explanation of the true spirit of the 
Church. Orig. $3.75 75¢ 


DAMIEN THE LEPER—John Farrow. A 
story of courage that has become a legend. 
Orig. $3.00 65¢ 


A POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH—PAilip Hughes. Complete one- 
volume history. Orig. $3.75 85¢ 
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MR. BLUE—My/es Connolly. Modern Classic 
about a contemporary St. Francis. 
Orig. $2.50 50¢ 


THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY PRIEST— 


Georges Bernanos. Compassionate novel of 
French village life. Orig. $4.00 65¢ 


THE CHURCH SPEAKS TO THE MODERN 
WORLD—Ed. by Etienne Gilson. The social 
teachings of Leo XIII. New Book 95¢ 


PEACE OF SOUL—Fulton J. Sheen. 
Sheen’s greatest best-seller. 
Orig. $3.00 75¢ 
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© Le just moved 






or the fourth time in our history, Lawson Associates have 
moved to a new suite of executive offices. 


Again we packed up all the thousands of files and charts 
which comprise our records, all the ponderous desks and 
furniture, all the heavy volumes of our research library. 


Up came the rugs. We gathered together supplies, mimeo- 
graph machines, automatic typewriters and six Vice- 
Presidents. , 


We moved across town to the magnificent new County 
Federal Building, and took over its air conditioned fifth floor. 


We wanted to stay in Rockville Centre. We have our roots 
here. When we look out the windows, we see the spire of 
St. Agnes Church where some of us were baptized and others 
married. Business reasons motivated us, too. Many of the 
nation’s largest corporations are moving from the cities to 
the suburbs because of the service and personnel advantages 


of such a location. We knew the advantages a long time ago. 








_ again f 


The obvious problem was finding big-company space in our 
home town. 


The erection of this beautiful new building solved that 
problem. 


As we look back over the years, Lawson Associates seem 
always to have been moving — and always crowded. As soon 
as we moved into an office, we outgrew it. 


And the reason we did is because of the confidence of the 
Catholic clergy of America. We grew so big and so fast because 
our clients were pleased with our service and recommended us 
to others. 


Our new home office seems big to us today. But if we keep on 
growing at our usual rate, we'll probably overflow this one, too! 
We'll worry about that when the time comes. 


May we extend a cordial invitation to visit us in our new 
home — County Federal Building, Rockville Centre, New 
York. And our heartfelt thanks to the thousands of Priests 
throughout the United States and Canada who keep us moving 
and growing. 





INCORPORATED 


FUND RAISING COUNSEL 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 
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Get your 
copy of 
Emkay’s 1955 


Candle Catalog 


SEND NOW for your copy 
of this handy 28-page reference showing 
the complete Emkay Church Candle and Accessory selection 
with latest price listings. Many new items are illustrated and 
described, including Lumen Christi Sanctuary Lights, the lights 
with Rubrical Guarantee ...new Easter Vigil Paschal Candles 
. -. Congregational Candle Kits . . . and special decorated Easter 
Vigil Congregational Candles. Whatever it is, you will find in this 
book the exact candle for every need — candles at the lowest 
price consistent with perfect quality ...candles guaranteed to 
burn slowly ... evenly ... cleanly — As perfect a symbol as a 


candle can be. 


MUENCH-KREUZER 


Candle Co., Inc. ' \ Purveyors 
SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. : to the 
Agi IE TN New York Chicago — 


New Orleans 
Los Angeles San Francisco 


Appointment 


Se i -~----47 
Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
Dept. P-1154, Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


Please send me your new 28-page, completely illustrated, Candle 
Catalog. 








Fable With a Moral 


One of Aesop's most significant fables relates that a lion, king of beasts, 
once caused the word to get around the animal kingdom that he was dying. 
All of his subjects were invited to come to his cave to hear his last will and 
testament. 


Gullible goats, stupid sheep and other unsuspecting victims entered, but 
the wily fox remained outside. The lion, making a remarkably fast 
recovery, appeared at the mouth of his cave, beckoned to the fox, and 
asked: “Why do you not come in?” 


“Because,” replied the fox, ‘Il do not wish to crowd you. | noticed the 
tracks of your other subjects going into your cave. Until they come out 
and make more room for me, | shall remain here in the open air.” 


Unfortunately, buyers of liturgical fabrics, unschooled in weaving and 
dyeing techniques, are often “taken in” by bargain-priced merchandise. 
The truth is that there are no “bargains” in fabrics which meet the traditional 
standard that only the finest materials are worthy of use in the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. That's why we caution the Reverend Clergy and Religious to 
be sure of the SOURCE of the materials they purchase. When you insist 
on “ALLEN” fabrics you are buying the finest liturgical materials woven 


anywhere in the world. The Liturgy Lives in the Weave. 


A final word of caution: Do not invite complications by permitting anyone 
to sell you an Allen VESTMENT fabric for use as an Altar Drapery. Our 
Vestment materials are woven solely and specifically for sacred vestures. 
For Altar Hangings, Baldachinos, Canopies and Draperies Allen offers a 
wide selection of patterns loomed for those specific purposes. A beautiful 
illustrated brochure of Allen Vestment and Altar Drapery fabrics will be 
mailed on request. 


*‘Buy American” 


oe 
ALLEN SILK MILLS 
hueniett” Sake 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Directer 
868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Trade Mark Reg. 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE—MONTREAL 





VESTMENT FABRICS @ DRAPERY FABRICS @ BANDINGS @® EMBLEMS 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 





Tue Homitetic ‘Np Pastora, Review (Monthly), Vol. LV, No. 2 (November, 1954). Copyright 1954 by Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post Office at 
New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions to the U. 3. 
$5.00 per annum. $5.25 in Canada. 
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Handle Sacred Vessels and Repair Them 











BOSTON 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 95 Summer Street 
Patrick J. Gill & Sons, Inc., 387 Washington Street 


CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 


CHICAGO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 


Lawrence N. Daleiden Co., 218 W. Madison St. 
D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 


CINCINNATI 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 


CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 


GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 6-8 Barclay Street 
Black, Starr & Gorham, Inc., Fifth Ave. at 48th St. 
Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 
The Edward O'Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 
C. Wildermann Co. Inc., 26 Vesey Street 


OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney Street 


PHILADELPHIA 
Keystone Silver Co., 804-805 Sansom St. 


ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 


ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Benziger Brothers Inc., 758 Mission Street 


TULSA 
F. C. Ziegler, 1150 South Frankfort 


WHEELING, W. VA. 
Harry D. Cercoran Co., 21271-2129 Market St. 
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Tue spiritual advance that Catholics all 
over the world hope and pray for cannot 
come in fullest measure until it gets a new 
kind of support by the laity. It cannot come 
without a revolution in our very attitude 
toward giving. 

The concept is not “new.” It is as old 
as Christianity itself. It was given to the 
world in the Sermon on the Mount. 

It is the concept of “the need of the giver 
to give.” It is the concept that Christian 
giving is not based on “how much the 
church needs” but, rather, on “how much 
the parishioner needs to give.” 

It is the concept that giving is not a pay- 
ment for services rendered, but an oppor- 
tunity for grace to the giver. It is not, “I 
will give to the deserving,” but, rather, “I 
will give so that I may live.” 

Time and again in our work we have seen 
this great Christian concept almost miracu- 
lously revitalize the financial and parochial 
life of a church. Time after time we have 
seen the “unexpected” come to pass — a 
church, heavily in debt, made free; an “im- 
possible” building-fund requirement met and 
surpassed; long-postponed plans for mod- 
ernizing a rectory suddenly made a reality. 


should never 


“beg” for funds ... never! 


This is the frank and considered 
opinion of the world’s leading 
specialists in church fund-raising 


lee ccm dtns tte cute queen Gaetee en Ene CED am ean 


Our organization is the largest of its kind 
in the worid. We help churches solve their 
financial problems by creative fund-raising, 
not by begging. During the next twelve 
months we will assume active, on-the-ground 
direction of more than 1,500 fund-raising 
canvasses. In every one of them Christ’s 
own concept of giving will be the Way. 


& ORGANIZATIONS 


Church Fund-Raising 

222 N. Wells St. © Chicago 6, Illinois ¢ CEntral 6-0506 

30 Regional Offices in the United States, Canada and Australia 
Send the coupon and we will be happy to mail 
you information about Wells Insured Fund-Raising 
Services, along with a record of recent canvasses 
completed for Catholic churches. WELLS WAY 
is an International News-Magazine of Church Futid- 
Raising. Our representative will call on request. 
SSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSHSSESESESEHESHEESEEEEEEEEEESEEE 
WELLS ORGANIZATIONS 
Suite 1031, 222 N. Wells St., Chicago 6, Illinois 
Without obligation, please tell me about: 
(J Wells Insured Building Fund Programs 
[] Wells Insured Budget-Pledge Canvass Services 
C] Send the next six issues of WELLS WAY, free 
(] Have a Wells representative call me 


Name - oa —_— ee ee a 
Church 
Address 


City State 
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Our beeswax Mass Candles are skillfully dipped and hand rolled by master 
craftsmen, who have many years of experience in making the finest church 
candles. The beeswax used in the manufacture of these candles comes from 
carefully selected foreign markets, and undergoes a rigid analysis before 
receiving the seal of approval for use in our tested formulas. This manufac- 
turing skill and careful testing, coupled with rigid inspection, is your assurance 
of a quality worthy of your trust. 

In standard sizes—plain or self-fitting ends—(in 100%, 67% and 51%). 
Also available in the unbleached shade. 








A. GROSS CANDLE CO., INC. 


Main Office and Plant * Linden, New Jersey 
Branches: New York, New York © Baltimore, Maryland 
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CONFESSIONALS 





QUALITY SINCE 1874 


A complete line of church furniture 
— bound to appeal — built to endure. 


one \IKKIN 


Manufacturing Co. 


77 MELMORE STREET TIFFIN, OHIO 
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THE NEW BALDWIN | 


aig 
Electronic Organ ni i] 
Bee ie! 
MODEL 45 Rh a 
cot 
e Two full 61 note manuals, 25 pedals f MELA 


e 20 independent stops, four cou- » 4 
plers, selective vibratos 








e Self-contained amplification 
—completely portable 4 


e Standard controls 


e Traditional Baldwin 
tone quality 


e New modest cost 


MODEL 45 


An innovation in organ 
building, the new BALDWIN 
Model 45 commands stops in 
all four organ tone families— 
Diapason, Flute, String, and 
Reed. Although self con- 
tained, requiring no special 
installation, the Model 45 
can be used with Baldwin’s 
standard auxiliary tone 
equipment. See this amazing 
instrument! 








MODEL 10 
Is Financing a Problem? 
The Baldwin Piano Com- 
pany will finance your pur- 
chase of any Baldwin-built 

piano or organ. 


Thousands of churches are 
now taking advantage of 
this unique manufacturer- 
customer Finance Plan. 





For complete details ask 
your Baldwin dealer, or 
write us. 
NOW BALDWIN COVERS THE FIELD WITH 
FOUR SUPERB ELECTRONIC ORGANS 
-. An Instrument for Every Purpose, Every Budget! 
THE BALDWIN PIANO COMPANY 
Organ Division, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


ORGA-SONIC 
MODEL 40 


Builders of: Baldwin Grand Pianos ¢ Acrosohic 
Spinet Pianos ¢ Hamilton Vertical Pianos e 
Baldwin and Orga-Sonic Electronic Organs 


Tue BaLtpwin P1aNo Company, Organ Division | 

Department A&PR-114, Cincinnati 2, Ohio | 

Please send us full information on: | 
The new Model 45 Baldwin Electronic Organ. 

Other electronic organs built by Baldwin. | 

Baldwin’s unique manuf cturer-customer | 

| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| OB 

| Finance Plan. 
| 

| 

| 

| 


INS 5.0.x diaceeeddawasNenn eakiekehaue 

Bs ccc ne phesenebeedeeaecaeeueuanaee | 
NG ia's cheiabouwe othdenweamae abcd | 
GUE erecta nevtesan Zone. ee | 


97 








OF COURSE YOU CAN RUN YOUR OWN 
FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN ... 


IF You can sacrifice at least forty hours a week directing a modern fund raising program 


throughout the campaign .. . 


You can develop a Memorial Gifts program to stimulate large numbers of gifts ranging 
from approximately $400 upwards... 


You can produce professional weekly newsheets, press releases, brochures and posters 
that will ‘‘sell’’ your campaign. . . 


You can recruit the top parish leaders to spearhead the campaign and hundreds of 
others to personally solicit every prospect... 


You can train leaders in specialized responsibilities and indoctrinate hundreds of 
volunteers in the techniques of modern salesmanship . . . 


You can gain widespread financial support from parishioners at a level far above 
anything experienced before and without any loss or regular parish income . . . 


You can maintain a modern business office with files and record systems .. . 


You have the experience of hundreds of successful campaigns to assure your campaign 
the proper analysis and the correct decisions required daily. . . 


You can supervise an effective pledge payment system which will successfully convert 
pledges into cash! ... 


. . . BUT SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGNS 


REQUIRE TIME AND KNOW-HOW 


Community Counselling Service will bring you the ‘‘know-how”’ and experience gained in 


raising over $38,000,000 for parishes and Catholic institutions. Its full time staff of over 
60 campaign directors, field supervisors and public relations specialists will take the work 
off your shoulders and assure you of a highly successful compaign. 


@ CCS Services are on a flat fee basis—no percentages 


@ Write, Wire or Telephone collect for a confidential interview without obligation. 


WRITE OR CALL COLLECT 


COMMUNITY COUNSELLING SERVICE 


MAIN OFFICE 
Maccabees Building Empire State Building 90 State Street 
Detroit 2, Michigan 350 Fifth Avenue Albany, New York 
Tel: TEmple 2-1020 New York 1, N.Y. Tel: Albany 6-9530 


Tel: OXford 5-1175 
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ance toward more worthily welcoming the 
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cal Body of Christ. 


actions to God as ultimate end. 





A GREAT COMBINATION 


® The Root Rolled Candle 
© The Root Bottle Light 





The Root Rolled 100% Beeswax 
Candle will burn from 10 to 15% 
longer than other candles of like 
content. 


The Original Root Bottle Light is the 
standard of comparison for sanctu- 
ary lights. It burns well under all 
conditions. 


Free Samples on request 


THE A. |. ROOT COMPANY 
Medina, Ohio 


Workers in Beeswax for 85 years 
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- Rome gets its 


First Carillon- 
produced by Schulmerich— 
beautiful ‘‘Basilican’* Bells 


Among all bell makers, 
Schulmerich was privileged to 
install these fine bells in the 
North American College, Rome, 
Italy. His Eminence, Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, graciously 
presented the equipment at a 
recent dedication in Vatican City. 
Now for the first time, the 
Eternal City rings with glorious 
carillon music. 

Why were Schulmerich bells 
chosen? Because each brilliant, 
stirring bell note sounds with 
purest, traditional tone. Because 
the superb instruments that have 
made Schulmerich the world’s 
largest bell and carillon producer 
have won the acclaim of clergy 


NEW NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE IN FOREGROUND, HOUSING SCHULMERICH "BASILICAN” “CARILLONIC BELLS”. 
THE BASILICA OF St. PETER’ Ss, ROME'S FAMOUS LANDMARK 1s SEEN IN THE BACKGROUND. 


















































and laiety everywhere. And, 
because whether tolling, swing- 
ing or ringing the “Basilican” 
fits every liturgical need of the 
College best. 

To learn how your church or 
institution may have the finest 
bell music, write to: 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 103C Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


"BASILICAN"* BELLS 


“Carillonic Bells’* 


INSTRUMENT 


*"Basilican"’ and “'Carillonic Bells’ are trademarks for bell instruments of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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Witchcraft and Happiness 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


= WROTE ABOUT “a hunter of 
shadows, himself a shade.” I wonder 
if he anticipated the coming of frenzied 
little journalists who would write pon- 
derously about imaginary evils? For 
instance, the busy hack who writes 
reams about hysteria and witch-hunts 
in America. These indefatigable hunt- 
ers have seen specters and they want 
the world to know what they have seen. 
They see the Inquisitor stalking the col- 
lege classrooms; they see a fanatical 
horde of ‘“book-burners” scrutinizing 
the shelves of public libraries. Mean- 
while, life goes on as usual in the real 
America. Everybody says what he 
pleases. The fact is that hysteria is not 
a fact in our country. 

Philip Wylie is a hunter of a specter 
of another color. He sees “black magic” 
all around us. In Redbook Magazine 
(August, 1954) he has an article entitled 
“Witcheraft Is Hurting You.” It has 
nothing to do with political witch-hunts, 
but with the real magic believed in by 
the superstitious. His thesis is stated 
in the very first line of his article: 


“The greatest single obstacle to 
human happiness is not disease, or 


war, death or even hunger. It isn’t 
jealousy. It is superstition.” 
“A LITTLE KNOWLEDGE .. .” 


This is certainly training your big 
guns on a rabbit. Mao and his gang 
have taken half of Korea, half of Indo- 


China, and bid fair to annex Formosa 
and Burma and a few other nations. 
The European Defense Community 
seems doomed. Cancer, heart-disease, 
polio, divorce, birth-control, juvenile 
delinquency are rife in America—but 
Wylie focuses his attention on super- 
stition! He sees the rabbit’s foot as a 
more terrible menace than the cloven 
hoof or the goose-step. While we feel 
that some Europeans today are hiding 
their necks in the sand and ignoring the 
real danger of a Soviet invasion, Wylie 
must be wearing blinders to fix his at- 
tention on _ superstition when real 
troubles are on the horizon. Or is it 
that he was pressed for time and had to 
dash off a piece to make a “deadline’’? 

Philip Wylie is regarded in certain 
quarters as a prophet. He has a smat- 
tering of knowledge of certain fields of 
science, but his published works betray 
no more than a smattering. His educa- 
tion has largely been scientific and. his 
special interests seem to be psychology 
and psychiatry. But he never burdens 
his readers with too much thought. 
People like to be shocked—and Wylie 
shocks them. People like to feel they 
are “advanced” in their views, and this 
prophet leads the way. “The prophets 
have prophesied falsehood . . . and the 
people love such things” said Jeremias 
of the false prophets. Wylie is a popu- 
larizer of science. He has admitted he 
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has “written more pot-boilers than any 
other two Americans in the same pe- 
riod of time.”’ Once he wrote a 100,000- 
word novel while crossing the Atlantic. 

Now what says the prophet? He 
claims that a seemingly harmless little 
superstition, such as throwing a pinch 
of salt over your shoulder, is really a 
form of witchcraft and that it is “typi- 
cal of thousands of little compulsive 
rituals still performed by just about 
everybody.” Such people, according to 
Wylie, use amulets in choosing hus- 
bands or wives, or they drive on the 
wrong side of the street and endanger 
lives by trusting to a good-luck piece. 

To begin with, it is not a fact that 
superstition is prevalent today; I mean 
genuine superstition. Christianity has 
not exterminated pride and covetous- 
ness and lust completely from the 
human heart—but it has had more suc- 
cess with superstition. For the coming 
of Christianity did away with the need 
of superstition. 

If we had been Christian converts of 
the first century, we should have appre- 
ciated what Christ’s coming had 
achieved. As pagans, we should have 
believed that our lives were controlled 
by mechanical fate, the blind forces of 
the world around us. We should have 
considered ourselves powerless against 
these forces which we believed were the 
directors of every moment of our lives 
from cradle to grave—powerless except 
for superstition! We should have 
thought these mechanical forees could 
somehow be contacted mechanically by 
a formula, an amulet, a talisman. But 
when Christ rose from the dead, He 
broke the power of fate; we should have 
cried “Alleluia” because He let us know 
we were not slaves of blind forces, but 
free men. After His resurrection, we 
should have known that our destiny was 
in our own hands. Freely, without any 
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charms or magic, we could follow Him 
to the freedom of Heaven. 

That pre-Christian type of supersti- 
tion is no more. . What lingers on to- 
day is a fad, a quirk, an eccentricity. 
Oh, of course, there are ‘chain letters” 
and astrology and all that sort of thing. 
but that is quite different from the early 
pre-Christian type of superstition. I 
don’t believe I have ever seen anyone 
use a rabbit’s foot except with tongue in 
cheek and in fun. 

There is a new kind of fatalism, but 
I don’t believe it has yet bred any su- 
perstition. Determinism is a sort of 
fatalism. Determinists think that their 
destinies are determined by complexes 
and reflexes and glands, that our wills 
are not free. Convinced that man is 
the product of exclusively material 
evolution, the determinists have im- 
prisoned themselves in a sterner bond- 
age than that of the pagans. From 
blind laws of physical science there is 
no appeal and no recourse. Wylie ought 
to aim at this type of superstition. 


“SOUND AND FURY... .” 


Somewhere in the middle of the ar- 
ticle, Wylie seems to sense the absurdity 
of his diatribes against witcheraft; 
then he begins to enlarge the meaning 
of the term until it ineludes almost 
everything but the kitchen sink. Bad 
judgment, or, rather, uninformed judg- 
ment, becomes a form of witcheraft. 

Last summer, he says, millions of 
Americans concluded that atomie-bomb 
tests in Nevada had caused the slightly 
unusual number of tornadoes. “Here 
we can see the actual birth of supersti- 
tion.”” The cave-man fears of millions 
were aroused, so he says, and these su- 
perstitious people blamed the atomic- 
bomb tests; yet, the experts asserted 
that the effect of A-bombs on weather 
was slight and entirely local. 


e 





WITCHCRAFT AND HAPPINESS 





So, superstition means to him a judg- 
ment made without knowledge of the 
facts. We Catholics usually think of 
it as the attribution of divine powers 
to a created thing; superstition usually 
takes the form of false worship of the 
true God or true worship of a false god. 
But let Mr. Wylie have his way and let 
him use superstition to mean rash 
thinking. He ought at least to choose 
an example of rash thinking. His tor- 
nadoes are a bad choice. First, are the 
weather experts above the deceit of be- 
littling the effects of A-bombs especially 
if the Government requests it? Sec- 
ondly, it is precious little any expert 
knows about tornadoes. How can they 
know so much about the effect of A- 
bombs on tornadoes? 


THE PENALTY FOR HAVING 
BEEN A CHILD 


One expert suddenly came out with a 
revolutionary theory about tornadoes 
last summer. He was given a respect- 
ful hearing by men of science. He 
claimed that without tornadoes our 
earth would be swept by 100-mile-an- 
hour winds such as are prevalent in the 
stratosphere. In other words, accord- 
ing to this expert, tornadoes make hu- 
man life possible. If scientists know 
so little about tornadoes, is the com- 
mon man unreasonable and irrational 
when he fears that A-bombs may help 
to produce these twisters? 

Wylie gives the impression that most 
people feel a twinge of mental anguish 
when they crack a mirror. If they do, 
Mir- 
Is a man foolish to 
‘arry his bride across the threshhold— 
if that’s the only way of getting her 
away from the mother-in-law? What 
harm is there in knocking on wood? 
The woodpecker makes his living at it. 

Wylie explains how so many people 


it’s not for superstitious reasons. 
rors cost money. 


become superstitious, even people who 
are otherwise intelligent and well-edu- 
cated. He serves up just enough psy- 
chiatry to impress the ignorant. Dear 
reader, you became superstitious when 
you opened a red parasol in the house 
at the age of four. Aunt Minnie bawled 
you out; her face became livid; her eyes 
popped with fright as she yelled at you 
never again to open an umbrella in 
the house. You didn’t dare to ask the 
reason why. From that moment on, 
you sensed that the grown-up world saw 
obscure and supernatural relationships 
between things and people; your mind 
was conditioned to accept superstitions 
about black cats across your trail, thir- 
teen for dinner, two-dollar bills and 
other bad-luck beliefs. 

Finally, Mr. Wylie comes down to an 
explanation for his original statement 
that superstition is a greater obstacle 
to happiness than is disease or war or 
death or hunger. He claims that a 
superstitious man’s happiness is chal- 
lenged at every turn. He thinks more 
of evil to be avoided than of good to be 
done. Phobias and fears and compul- 
sions destroy his peace of mind. For 
every good-luck sign there must be, he 
says, fifty bad-luck signs to be avoided 
by magic. All of which is true, I sup- 
pose, with men and women who take 
their superstitions seriously. Round up 
all the rotating tables, the hypnotists, 
the spiritists, the astrologers, the satan- 
ists; then you will find that superstition 
is not one of our major evils today. 


ANCIENT ERROR MORE 

CONFUSEDLY EXPLAINED 

As I read Wylie’s article, I wondered 
what Philip was really hitting at. It 
became evident at the end of the article. 
Through all this hocus-pocus of super- 
stition he was working his way to the 
core of his message—if he had a mes- 
sage. At any rate, his ultimate theme 
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was that the man of good sense must 
live by truth, not by magic. Therefore 
he must have the courage to question 
all traditional beliefs. He must accept 
nothing that he cannot understand, 
nothing that is unworthy of his own 
logic. This is humanism rampant and 
a materialistic type of humanism at 
that. 

He says we Americans think of civili- 
zation in terms of material achieve- 
ment. 


“Our homes, our cities, our ma- 
chines, our goods and services can 
be depended upon. Whatever you 
make or do, people can trust, whether 
it is the brakes on cars or surgery.” 

But this material element must be based 
upon a sense of community responsi- 
bility. We must realize, he says, that 
others depend upon us and we should 
never make any decisions that affect our 
neighbors unless we make them by 
means of hard thinking. Decisions 
made after throwing dice or drawing 
straws may be very dangerous decisions 
for our neighbor. 

Wylie is still wrapped in the cobwebs 
of Victorian materialism. He has the 
attitude that Science can solve all the 
problems. Man needs only to use his 
mind upon matter, and all will be well. 
Robert Bridges, in one of his poems, 
wrote that Science had given man a 
wider vision and had exposed the rotten 
foundations of old superstitions, had 
thrown to the limbo of antediluvian 
idols “that trouble of Pascal, the para- 
doxes of Austin, the Semitic parables 
of Paul, the tomes of Aquinas.” But 
time has been marching on _ since 
Bridges’ day—and it’s about time for 
Wylie to catch up. 


CONTENTEDLY PLANNING MISERY 


An idolatry of material things can 
be superstition. We have learned that 
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science and industry and technological 
progress do not contain the secret of 
happiness within them. If we attribute 
to them a divine power of making 
human happiness, we are deceiving our- 
selves pathetically. We are trying to 
achieve a spiritual result by means of 
mechanical formulas—and is this not 
superstition? 

Progress based on exclusively mate- 
rial factors will lead ultimately to de- 
struction, war and suffering. Two 
world wars have taught us that. There 
is no reason to think humanity will be 
happy with mountains of manufac- 
tured materials. These things are 
simply objects that may be put to a 
beneficial or a destructive purpose. The 
only hope for happiness is for man to 
become possessed from above by a new 
spiritual principle that will tame the 
selfishness and the lusts of his heart and 
teach him to live in harmony with his 
neighbors. This spiritual force man 
does not possess within himself; he must 
receive it from above. 

When Wylie talks about trusting in 
dependable machines and dependable 
people, we say: “You are indulging in 
superstition. You are ascribing to men 
and matter a divine quality.” Ma- 
chines can become dependable only if 
the men who operate them are de- 
pendable, 7.e., to be trusted as beneficial 
rather than destructive. History is one 
long lesson telling us that man, with- 
out the grace of God, cannot be de- 
pended upon. Without the grace of 
God, he loves self and builds up the 
City of Man which ultimately degen- 
erates into the City of the Devil. With 
the grace of God, he builds up the City 
of God. Genuine progress will come 
to the world—and lasting peace—only 
when we have a spiritualized humanity 
that has been born to the new life in 
Jesus Christ. 


Dissolving of the Church 
Organization in Countries 
behind the “Tron Curtain’”’ 


By TH. J. ZUBEK, O.F.M., S.T.D. 


ies CuHuRCH, as willed by 
her Founder, is established as a hier- 
archical institution. This means that 
all power and jurisdiction in the Catho- 
lie Church is vested in persons who are 
members of the clergy and are particu- 
larly designated for the government of 
the Church. In the clergy there are 
ranks in hierarchic power according to 
orders and according to the jurisdiction 
which the clergymen received from the 
Church. 
The Code of Canon Law states con- 
cerning the hierarchy: 
“By divine institution, the sacred 
hierarchy of orders consists of bish- 
ops, priests and ministers; the hier- 
archy of jurisdiction consists of the 
Supreme Pontificate and the subor- 
dinate episcopate. By institution of 


the Church other degrees have been 
added” (Canon 108). 


In the Catholic Church, the highest 
hierarchic powers belong to the Pope 
who heads the Church as Christ’s vicar 
on earth and St. Peter’s successor in the 
role of the supreme shepherd over the 
entire Church. Subordinate to the 
Pope are the bishops, priests, other 
religious members and, in all spiritual 
matters, the Catholic laymen. Besides 
this, the priests are subordinate to their 
respective bishops; and the laity, in 
spiritual matters, again are subordinate 
to their respective pastors. 


Disciplined obedience of subordi- 
nates to the empowered ecclesiastical 
superiors and the binding ties between 
all grades of clergy in the hierarchic or- 
ganization effect the unity and strength 
of the Catholic Church. 

The importance and seriousness of 
the hierarchical organization of the 
Church can be evaluated in its full 
meaning especially in such unusual cir- 
cumstances as those in which the 
Church finds herself at the present time 
in many places. Nowadays, in coun- 
tries ruled by Communists, the Catholic 
Church is being brutally crushed by 
the Communistic sickle and hammer 
and forced into slavery. 


CHURCH UNITY UNDER ATTACK 


So long as the Communists are un- 
successful in dissolving the hierarchic 
organization of the Church in any 
country, the Church remains unconquer- 
able. All onslaughts of the diabolical 
persecutors crumble against the unity 
of the bishops and priests and the obedi- 
ence of the faithful to the hierarchy. 

To clarify these statements, I sub- 
mit some examples from Communist 
Czecho-Slovakia where, as a priest, I 
had functioned until recently. Czecho- 
Slovakia heads the list in Communist 
plans for enslavement of the Church. 
In Hungary and Poland, two other 
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Catholic countries under Communist 
rule, the Reds are advancing against 
the Church more carefully, utilizing 
only methods proved as successful in 
their battle against the Chureh in 
Czecho-Slovakia. 


COMMUNIST “CATHOLIC 
ACTION” IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 


On June 10, 1949, the Communist 
administration in  Czecho-Slovakia 
called about 800 laymen and 70 priests 
to a meeting in Prague. These were all 
people the Communists knew as their 
sympathizers, even though they were 
not actual members of the Communist 
Party. Under the leadership of Com- 
munist agents, those attending the 
meeting declared themselves as repre- 
sentatives of the Catholic Church in 
Czecho-Slovakia. They organized a 
central committee for so-called “Cath- 
olic Action.” They approved as the 
program of the “Catholic Action” move- 
ment the promotion of the loyalty of 
the Catholic people in Czecho-Slovakia 
to the ‘People’s Democratic” regime 
and the bringing about of an agreement 
between Church and State. 

In reality, through this “Catholic 
Action” movement the Communists 
wanted to tear away the lower clergy 
from the bishops and, with the help of 
the collaborating priests, to force the 
faithful into a breach with the bishops, 
and finally into a break with Rome. 

The bishops of Czecho-Slovakia were 
quick to recognize the Communist de- 
sign. Although the Communist Min- 
istry of the Interior, prior to the initia- 
tion of the campaign for “Catholie Ac- 
tion forbade all (and particularly re- 
ligious) meetings without the consent 
of the State police, the bishops of 
Czecho-Slovakia nevertheless met se- 
cretly on June 15, 1949, at a conference 
in Olomouc. They issued a circular 
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letter in which they condemned the 
Communist-inspired “Catholic Action” 
as schismatie and forbade the faithful 
to participate in the movement. The 
letter was read by the clergy to the 
faithful at Masses on June 19, 1949, 
throughout Czecho-Slovakia, even 
though Communist police, early that 
Sunday morning, tried to confiscate the 
letter in every parish and threatened 
dire action against the priests who 
would read the letter or disclose its con- 
tents to the faithful. 

The Holy See, apparently informed 
of the Communist “Catholic Action” 
movement by its representative in 
Prague, Msgr. Gennaro Verolino, de- 
clared the Communist-organized, so- 
‘alled “Catholic Action” as schismatic 
and announced excommunication spe- 
cially reserved to the Holy See of the 
movement’s organizers, propagator: 
and members. The decree against the 
“Catholic Action” movement was issued 
by the authority of the Holy Father 
on June 20, 1949, and published in Acta 
Apostolicae Sedis under the date of 
July 2, 1949. 

The Communist “Catholic Action” 
in Czecho-Slovakia soon fell apart. 
That was possible only because in 1949 
the Church organization, although 
hindered by Communists, still was able 
to function. The bishops still had the 
possibility of meeting, at least secretly, 
despite the Communist regulation 
against such meetings. They could 
still request directives from the Holy 
See through the papal internuncio in 
Prague, and they could quickly relay 
the pertinent decisions to their priests 
and the faithful. That is what caused 
the failure of the schismatic “Catholic 
Action” movement in Czecho-Slovakia. 
The Communists did not try to repeat 
this experiment in any other Catholie 
country under their rule. 


DISSOLVING CHURCH ORGANIZATION BEHIND “IRON CURTAIN” 





In order to prevent other failures in 
their struggle to enslave the Catholic 
Church, the Communists centered their 
interest on dissolving the hierarchic or- 
ganization of the Church. 


FIRST ATTACK AGAINST 
THE CHURCH HIERARCHY 


The Communists in Czecho-Slovakia 
attributed the main cause of the wreck- 
ing of their “Catholic Action” to Msgr. 
Gennaro Verolino, envoy of the Holy 
See to Prague. Immediately after the 
fall of this long-planned movement, the 
Red government of Prague expelled 
Msgr. Verolino from Czecho-Slovakia. 
It was in July of 1949. A new inter- 
nuncio was not accepted. 

At the same time, they confined all 
Czech and Slovak bishops to their resi- 
dences and placed them under super- 
vision of government commissaries who 
began to officiate in bishops’ chanceries. 
The main goal of the lay invaders into 
the bishops’ chanceries was to curtail 
contact between the priests and the 
bishops and the Holy See. However, 
the Slovak and Czech bishops managed 
to retain some contact, at least secretly, 
with their clergy until February, 1950, 
when the police surveillance became 
more intense. 

It is a part of Communist tactics that 
victims not be left in peace even when 
they are imprisoned, but to convert 
them to their teachings and make them 
obedient tools of their nefarious politics. 
Terror and lure are two weapons in 
which these Communists are masters. 
Both these weapons were used freely on 
interned bishops. 

In the summer of 1950 it seemed that 
out of nine Slovak bishops, the Com- 
munists influenced, and at least par- 
tially gained, Msgr. Robert Pobozny, 
Apostolic Administrator in Roznava. 
Msgr. Pobozny celebrated, Sept. 10, 


1950, a Pontifical Mass in Marianka, 
at the pilgrimage organized by the 
“patriotic” priests under the egis of the 
Communists. 

The Communist press used Msgr. 
Pobozny’s name to advantage in that 
he had signed the greetings to the Com- 
munist-sponsored peace congress in 
Warsaw and other similar resolutions. 
However, Msgr. Pobozny would obvi- 
ously go no further, and he soon fell 
out of the good graces of the Com- 
munists. Since 1951, he is detained in 
strict confinement in his residence. 

Out of ten Czech bishops, the one 
showing leniency toward the Commu- 
nist pressure is Msgr. Anthony Elt- 
schkner, auxiliary bishop of Prague. 


PUBLIC TRIALS OF 
CHURCH LEADERS 


Unyielding bishops were imprisoned 
and sentenced to long terms. Immedi- 
ately upon the annexation of the Slovak 
Greek Catholics by the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church on April 28, 1950, Msgr. 
Paul Gojdic, Greek Catholic bishop of 
Presov, and his auxiliary, Msgr. Basil 
Hopko, were put into prison, after both 
emphatically had refused to join the 
schism. In July of 1950, the Com- 
munists imprisoned the auxiliary bishop 
of Trnava, Msgr. Michael Buzalka. In 
September followed the imprisonment 
of Msgr. John Vojtassak, bishop of Spis, 
and his auxiliary, Msgr. Stephen Bar- 
nas. Three of them were tried in a 
monstrous mock trial before the State 
Court in Bratislava on Jan. 10 to 15. 
1951. 

The trial proceeded strictly according 
to the pattern of Communistic public 
trials. First, a lengthy investigation 
in the jail, with the purpose of breaking 
down the personality of the accused 
and to force him to confessions which 
the Communists desire; then the trial 
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whose central point is the charge of the 
State prosecutor; only witnesses against 
the accused, most of them hired; con- 
fessions of the accused; finally, passing 
of the sentence according to the de- 
mands of the State prosecutor. Such is 
the manner in which they tried and 
sentenced Msgr. Vojtassak to twenty- 
four years (he was seventy-three years 
old at that time), and Bishops Buzalka 
and Gojdic to life imprisonment. Bish- 
ops Barnas and Hopko were sentenced 
secretly. Msgr. Barnas got twelve 
years of imprisonment. So much for 
the Slovak bishops; out of the nine, five 
are in prison, one in confinement. 

In Bohemia, the Archbishop of 
Prague, Msgr. Joseph Beran, was 
guarded in his residence more rigidly 
than other bishops. In March of 1951 
he was taken to an unknown jail. 
Msgr. Stanislaus Zela, auxiliary of Olo- 
mouc, was sentenced, Dec. 2, 1950, to 
twenty years in prison. In 1952 Msgr. 
Joseph Hlouch, Bishop of Ceske Bude- 
jovice, and in 1953 Msgr. Charles 
Skoupy, Bishop of Brno, were impris- 
oned. 


GOVERNMENT COMMISSARIES 
IN BISHOPS’ CHANCERIES 


When the Communists confined the 
bishops to their own residences in July 
of 1949, they placed lay commissaries 
into the bishops’ chanceries. According 
to the Communist press, the govern- 
ment plenipotentiaries were sent into 
bishops’ chanceries to “stop all subver- 
sive activity which was emanating from 
there.” Actually they tried to take 
over the administration of the dioceses. 
Without their permission no one could 
speak with the bishops. They con- 
trolled all incoming and outgoing mail. 
They seized chancery seals; all official 
papers of the bishops had to be scruti- 
nized by them. They attempted to en- 
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trench their influence deeper into the 
affairs of the chancery and diocese 
and to acquaint themselves with secret 
and confidential files, gradually to 
take upon themselves the administra- 
tion of the diocese altogether. 

The bishops in their letter of Nov. 
17, 1949, addressed to the government 
of Czecho-Slovakia, sharply protested 
against the establishment of the com- 
missaries and their wily encroachments 
upon the administration of dioceses. 
Among other things they wrote: 


“Repeatedly we request the discon- 
tinuance and removal of the com- 
missaries from consistories and bish- 
ops’ chanceries, since this arrange- 
ment is in disagreement with God’s 
and, finally, even the State’s laws. A 
layman cannot conduct spiritual 
jurisdiction over clergy. Even the 
State has not empowered the commis- 
saries to officiate independently, but 
only for surveillance and overseeing 
of official papers. Actually, however, 
the plenipotentiaries themselves have 
sent out directives, appointed a priest 
to a Church office, given canonical 
missions, a matter totally illegal, an 
action void and wholly unfounded. 
Consequently, the clergy could not, 
cannot and will not respect such an 
arrangement. We demand the re- 
turn of the offices which these people 
have seized from us.” 


The Communists did not respect suci 
a protest. Instead, they recalled their 
commissaries from the bishops’ chan- 
ceries only when they. secured control 
over the dioceses by another means. 


EMPLOYEES OF THE 
BISHOPS’ CHANCERIES 


The Communists were determined to 
infiltrate the Church organization. 
They saw that in the administration of 
dioceses, priests employed in the bish- 
ops’ chanceries had important roles. 

In Czecho-Slovakia, usually the 


vicar-general was director of the 
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bishop’s chancery. According to 
Canon Law the vicar-general is the sub- 
stitute for the bishop in the administra- 
tion of the diocese. Vice-chancellor, 
secretaries and other officers in the 
bishop’s chanceries, as bishop’s execu- 
tives, also have a role in the adminis- 
tration of the diocese. 

When the Communists could not take 
the control of dioceses through the 
bishops, they began, from 1950, to in- 
fluence the vicars-general and the others 
in the bishops’ chanceries. Wherever 
they ascertained that the vicar-general 
or the other officers of the chancery 
were unrelenting toward the Com- 
munist pretensions, they imprisoned 
such priests or, at least, had them re- 
moved to some inconsequential parish. 

Into every bishop’s chancery they 
then placed priests whom they could 
trust to serve the demands of the “State 
Office for Ecclesiastical Affairs’ es- 
tablished in October of 1949. 

Of all the vicars-general in Czecho- 
Slovakia, the Communists left only two 
in their original posts, namely, Msgr. 
Joseph Minarik, in the Apostolic Ad- 
ministrature of Trnava, and Msgr. 
Michael Beno in the Nitra diocese. 
Both are priests of advanced age, and 
the Communists must have ascertained 
that they would not oppose their ad- 
vances into the affairs of the dioceses. 
For greater certainty, however, they 
assigned to each a substitute vicar- 
general, a rather unusual title. In 
Nitra the substitute vicar-general is 
Michael Uradnik; in Trnava the as- 
signment went to Leopold Adamcik, 
both young ambitious priests from the 
ranks of “patriotic” priests. 

Since bishops and validly appointed 
Vicars-general were imprisoned or con- 
fined, administration of the dioceses 
was transferred to the Communist-ap- 
pointed “patriotic” priests who had 


taken office in the bishops’ chanceries. 
These did exactly what the “State Of- 
fice for Ecclesiastical Affairs” de- 
manded of them, demanding from the 
interned bishops only signatures for 
their actions. 

Whether or not these new vicars-gen- 
eral and chancery officers gained at 
least supplementary approval of the 
bishops, is problematical. Also prob- 
lematical is whether or not the demo- 
tion of a vicar-general and his substi- 
tute appointed by the Communists is 
valid, even when the bishop may have 
yielded to the Communist pressure and 
approved such an intruder. 

Tragically and obviously, all of this 
resulted in great chaos in the adminis- 
tration of the dioceses. The confusion 
became even greater at the death of 
one of the bishops. 


THE CASE OF JOHN DECHET 


On the 8th of January, 1950, the 
bishop of Banska Bystrica, Msgr. An- 
drew Skrabik, died. 

After the death of an Ordinary, ac- 
cording to Canon Law, the bishop’s 
powers transfer to the Cathedral Chap- 
ter which must elect a vicar-capitular 
within eight days after the death of the 
bishop (Canon 432). Jurisdiction over 
the diocese without any confirmation 
is transferred to the vicar-capitular 
when he had made the required profes- 
sion of faith (Canon 438, 435). Since 
the functions of the vicar-capitular are 
usually temporary until the Holy See 
names a new bishop, the new vicar- 
capitular does not need confirmation 
from the Holy See. 

The Chapter of Banska Bystrica 
elected Msgr. Daniel Briedon, vicar- 
general during the lifetime of Bishop 
Skrabik, as viear-eapitular on Jan. 13, 
1950. 

In the meantime, there was a heated 
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debate behind the scenes about the 
State’s approval of the election of 
Daniel Briedon. 

The Communist Parliament in 
Prague, Oct. 14, 1949, enacted two laws 
placing all Church affairs in Czecho- 
Slovakia under State control. Accord- 
ing to law No. 218, § 7, 3, vacated posi- 
tions in the Church administration must 
be filled within thirty days. 


“Tf this is not done, the State can 
take necessary measures to insure 
the regular course of spiritual min- 
istry, Church administration, or the 
training of priests.” 

“Any spiritual functions can be per- 
formed by secular or religious priests 
only with State approval.... Every 
appointment of a priest to a post es- 
tablished with State permission, re- 
quires State approval to be effective” 
(Government directive 219, § 16, 17). 


According to the § 18 of the same di- 
rective, in justifiable instances the 
“State Office for Ecclesiastical Affairs’’ 
may grant a period longer than thirty 
days for the occupation of a Chureh 
office. 

The whole matter descended upon 
the public on Feb. 11, 1950, when the 
“State Office” named as “administra- 
tor” of the Banska Bystrica diocese a 
John Dechet, pastor in Ivanka, a priest 
from the Apostolic Administrature of 
of Trnava. 

On Feb. 13, 1950, Dechet was in- 
stalled into the new office by a rep- 
resentative of the “State Office.” The 
representative, on this occasion, gave 
a detailed account of the attitude of 
the “State Office” concerning the whole 
matter. He claimed that the Cathedral 
Chapter of Banska Bystrica and Msgr. 
Briedon had not asked permission to 
hold the election and had not asked for 
approval of the results as was requested 
by law No. 218. The further complaint 
was that only after thirty-two days fol- 
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lowing the vacating of the bishop’s seat 
in Banska Bystrica did the Chapter 
of Canons send a letter to the effect 
that the “State Office” should take no- 
tice of the election of Msgr. Briedon 
as Vicar-capitular. Since the Chapter 
and Briedon had not followed the pre- 
cepts of valid laws, the “State Office” 
refused to grant approval for the in- 
stallation of Briedon as vicar-capitular. 
Briedon then resigned his office and all 
rights for governing the diocese, sub- 
mitting this in writing to the Chapter 
and to the “State Office.” The “State 
Office,” in order “to insure the regular 
course of the diocese,” gave the man- 
agement of the diocese over to John 
Dechet, pastor from Ivanka. So far 
the official Communist version about 
the incident of Daniel Briedon and ap- 
pointment of John Dechet. 


WHAT REALLY HAPPENED 


The actual facts about the election of 
Daniel Briedon and the installation of 
‘ohn Dechet as “administrator” of the 
bishopric of Banska Bystrica are, how- 
ever, very different from the announce- 
ment and writings of the Communists. 
Msgr. Briedon was elected as vicar- 
capitular according to the norms of 
Canon Law, and he tried to satisfy the 
State law, too. On Jan. 14th, the see- 
ond day after his election, he an- 
nounced his election to the “State Of- 
fice for Ecclesiastical Affairs.” When 
that office was not satisfied with the 
procedure, the Chapter itself requested 
approval of the election from the “State 
Office” on the 5th of February (three 
days before the expiration date). The 
Chapter could not ask State permission 
to hold the election, because that would 
be completely contrary to Canon Law, 
That is the way the incident was ex- 
plained by the bishops of Czecho-Slo- 
vakia in their letter of Feb. 17, 1950, 
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which they secretly sent out to their 
priests. (That was also the last joint 
letter of the Slovak and Czech bishops.) 

The Communist “State Office,” as its 
reaction to the letter threatened the 
priests: 


“To those who would become the 
tools of reaction and spread the con- 
tents of the illegal letter, as is the 
bishops’ letter of February 17, we 
emphasize again, they will be per- 
sonally held responsible.” 

In their letter to the priests, the 
bishops declared that by taking over 
the office of “administrator” of the 
Banska Bystrica diocese, from the 
hands of civil authorities, Dechet has 
transgressed Canon 2334 of the Church 
Law, and called down on himself ex- 
communication specially reserved to 
the Holy See. The Holy See (the Sa- 
cred Congregation of the Consistory) 
by a special decree on Feb. 18, 1950, 
declared John Dechet as excommuni- 
‘ated to be avoided by the faithful (ez- 
communicatus vitandus). Such execom- 
munication is the severest of religious 
punishments. 

Dechet, by his behavior and because 
of the serious punishment he called 
down upon himself, became one of the 
most odious personalities among the 
Communist collaborators, and both 
priests and faithful have avoided him 
as a plague. Instead of safeguarding 
“the regular course of the diocese,” 
the Communists cast the Banska bish- 
oprie into a position of lawlessness and 
complete confusion. The only path out 
would be to depose Dechet from the 
illegal position he held. However, the 
Communists did not want to surrender 
Dechet, their pliant servant, but rather 
wanted to strengthen his position when 
they had him elected as vicar-capitular. 

It happened this way: Daniel Brie- 
don was elected as vicar-capitular by 


Canons Charles Holszky, Augustine 
Dokupil and Alexander Vajcik, all 
men of advanced age. The youngest 
Canon of that diocese, George Koza 
Matejov, was imprisoned since 1948, 
as soon as the Communists came into 
full power. After the election of Brie- 
don as viear-capitular and the troubles 
which were connected with it, Canon 
Vajcik retired, Holszky was confined 
in a convent (Ladce), and Dokupil to 
his home. It seems that the squabbles 
associated with the election caused a 
spiritual breakdown of Msgr. Briedon. 
According to the Communist press, he 
named five diocesan consultors in Janu- 
ary of 1951, all from the ranks of the 
“patriotic” priests. These new consul- 
tors, with Briedon at their head, held 
another election for vicar-capitular of 
the Banska Bystrica diocese on Jan. 
7, 1951. They formally elected the pres- 
ent “administrator,” John Dechet, as 
vicar-capitular of the diocese. 

The election to any office of a person 
excommunicated by a special decree, 
auecording to Canon 2265, § 2, is not 
valid. In addition, the legality of the 
offices of the consultors named by Brie- 
don one year after giving up his office as 
vicar-capitular, is more than doubtful. 


THE ELECTION OF 
OTHER VICARS-CAPITULAR 


It seems that during the squabble 
connected with the election of Msgr. 
Briedon as vicar-capitular, the Com- 
munists were attracted to the fact that 
a vicar-capitular according to Canon 
Law does not need confirmation of the 
Holy See for governing the diocese. 

According to Chureh Law, the 
Cathedral Chapter has a duty to elect 
a viear-capitular, not only when the 
bishop’s seat is vacated by death, but 
also when the bishop is permanently 
hindered from directing the diocese even 
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by letters or other means, and when, 
similarly, the vicar-general or other 
designated priests would be hindered 
from administering the diocese (Canon 
429). The Communist jail is the 
safest means to arrange this kind of 
vacancy in a diocese. 

Today, it is part of Communist tac- 
tics regarding Church matters in all 
countries where they are in power, to 
arrange with great zeal the elections of 
vicars-capitular. Their system is that 
wherever a bishopric is administered by 
a bishop unsuited to their plans, they 
simply jail him. They follow suit with 
the vicar-general if he does not yield to 
them. Then they purge the Cathedral 
Chapter, that is, remove the unrelenting 
Canons, and replace them with the 
“natriotic” priests who do as the Com- 
munists bid them. After these pre- 
liminaries follows the election of the 
viecar-capitular. 

The first instance of an election of 
a vicar-capitular arranged by the Com- 
munists was in Spisska Kapitula in 
Slovakia. 

In Sept., 1950, the Reds imprisoned 
the Spis bishop, Msgr. John Vojtassak, 
and, soon afterwards, his vicar-general, 
John Tomanoczy. The Canons of that 
diocese, influenced by agents of the 
“State Office for Ecclesiastical Affairs,” 
elected as vicar-capitular Andrew 
Scheffer, pastor from Bobrovec. 
Scheffer had collaborated with the 
Communists since the 1949 “Catholic 
Action” campaign and had been sus- 
pended by his bishop, Msgr. Vojtassak. 
On Nov. 5, 1950, Scheffer had an elabo- 
rated installation as vicar-capitular of 
the Spis diocese in the presence of the 
government representatives and invited 
“patriotic” priests. 

At Scheffer’s installation, Alexander 
Horak, another notorious pro-Commu- 
nist priest, boasted in his speech that 
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in the election of Scheffer all norms of 
Canon Law were fulfilled. Actually, 
the truth is that when laymen or civil 
authorities interfere in the election for 
a Church office, disrupting the freedom 
of the election, the voters who tolerate 
this thereby lose their right to elect. 
And whoever permits himself to be 
elected in this manner is thereby un- 
suited for this office, and the election 
is void (Canon 2390, § 2; Canon 166). 
And that certainly applies to the Com- 
munist-sponsored “elections” of vicars- 
capitular. 

The same trickery as in Spisska Kapi- 
tula was also used by the Communists 
in the election of a vicar-capitular in 
Prague. In the beginning of March, 
1951, they drove Msgr. Joseph Beran 
outside of the boundaries of his arch- 
diocese; then, on March 3, they named, 
or directed the vicar-general, Theofiil 
Opatrny, to name four new consultors 
from the ranks of the “patriotic” 
priests; again, on March 8, they forced 
Msgr. Opatrny to resign his office of 
vicar-general. Then the “reformed” 
Chapter elected the Communist priest- 
collaborator, Anthony Stehlik, as vicar- 
capitular. 

In Roznava in Slovakia, since Nov. 
24, 1950, the vicar-general was the 
“patriotic” priest, Zoltan Belak, who 
governed the diocese in place of the 
interned bishop, Robert Pobozny, Apos- 
tolic Administrator of the diocese. On 
May 13, 1953, Belak was elected by 
the “reformed” Cathedral Chapter as 
vicar-capitular. (It seems that Belak 
as viear-general was appointed or, at 
least, approved by Msgr. Pobozny.) 

Similar cases occurred in the Czech 
dioceses of Ceske Budejovice and Brno, 
and then in Hungary and in Poland. 


The official 1953 annual of the Holy 
See (Annuario Pontificio) for dioceses 
in countries behind the “Iron Curtain” 
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lists only names of the original bishops 
and vicars-general, or lists the posts as 
vacant, and does not mention any of the 
new vicars-capitular or vicars-general 
who obtained their offices through Com- 
munist trickery. 


THE BISHOPS AND 
THE LOYALTY OATH 


According to State law No. 218, § 7, 
dated Oct. 14, 1949, the clergy in 
Czecho-Slovakia may perform its min- 
istry only if it has taken the oath of 
loyalty to the regime. The bishops of 
Czecho-Slovakia on Nov. 17, 1949, 
sharply protested against this law which 
would place the Church completely 
under State control. In order to avoid 
the general persecution of priests, the 
bishops permitted them to take the 
oath of loyalty with the following re- 
striction: “so long as it does not go 
contrary to the laws of God and the 
Church and the natural rights of man.” 
The bishops declared, however, that 
they themselves do not intend to take 
the prescribed oath of loyalty. This was 
in November of 1949. 

In the meantime, bishops were con- 
fined to their residences; in Slovakia 
more than half were jailed. Into the 
bishops’ chanceries first came the State 
commissaries and then collaborating 
priests who assumed administration of 
the diocese without ecclesiastical ap- 
pointment, thereby introducing chaos 
into the Church organization in Czecho- 
Slovakia. 

Evidently, these and other cireum- 
stances, of which we are not informed 
at the present, influenced the minds of 
the bishops in Czecho-Slovakia, so that 
some of them did take the oath of 
loyalty to the regime in 1951. They 
were the Bishop of Hradec Kralove, 
Msgr. Maurice Picha; the Bishop of 
Litomerice, Msgr. Stephen Trochta; the 


Apostolic Administrator of Kosice, 
Msgr. Joseph Carsky; and the Apos- 
tolic Administrator of Trnava, Msgr. 
Ambrose Lazik. With the bishops who 
took the oath were also Rev. Francis 
Onderek, Apostolic Administrator of 
Tesin, and the newly elected “Vicar- 
Capitular” of Prague, Anthony Stehlik. 
That was on March 12, 1951. The 
oath which was read in the name of all 
six by Msgr. Carsky, was the follow- 
ing: 

“All of us acknowledge, without any 

restriction, the validity of State laws, 

and particularly the law by which 
the ‘State Office for Ecclesiastical 

Affairs’ is established. We will not 

acknowledge ecclesiastical penalties 

and we will not punish the clergy or 
faithful with them as long as the 
penalties originate from political rea- 
sons. We will strive for a lasting and 
good relationship between Church and 
State. We wholeheartedly want to 
support the constructive efforts of our 
working class and our People’s Demo- 
cratic regime, because we are aware 
that these constructive efforts serve 
towards the happiness of all of us and 
that it is in complete accord with 
the moral requirements of our Holy 

Mother Church. Similarly, we hail 

the struggles of our people for the 

preservation of peace in the world. 

We want to support them with all our 

strength.” 

On April 11, the oath of loyalty was 
also taken by Msgr. Edward Necsey, 
Apostolic Administrator of Nitra. 

There is not the slightest doubt that 
the bishops had only the best of inten- 
tions in taking the oath. They wanted 
to avoid further confusion in the Church 
organization in Czecho-Slovakia, and 
to save from the ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion whatever could be saved. 


STATUS OF CHURCH ORGANIZATION 


But, regardless of the good will of 
the bishops, we have to acknowledge 
that the oath of loyalty brought forth 
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little good fruit for the Church. The 
smear-propaganda against the bishops 
who took the oath did tone down. The 
general situation, however, did _ not 
change. The bishops are still under 
control and surveillance of the Com- 
munist police as heretofore, even when 
they can go out to administer Confirma- 
tion and perform other liturgical fune- 
tions. The management of the dio- 
ceses is controlled by the “State Office 
for Ecclesiastical Affairs,” either di- 
rectly or through the “patriotic” priests 
placed in the bishops’ chanceries. The 
Communist machinations on the en- 
slavement of the Church proceed as be- 
fore. The unity of the bishops is dis- 
rupted. There are now in Czecho- 
Slovakia bishops who did not take the 
oath of loyalty to the Communist re- 
gime and were, therefore, imprisoned 
or confined; bishops who took the oath 
have some freedom of movement, but 
are under strict control; and then the 
“viears-capitular” who use the privilege 
of Communist protection. 


In the next H P R issue 


Recently the Communist government 
of Hungary and Poland, too, succeeded 
in foreing the priests and bishops, who 
are not in jail, to take the oath of 
loyalty to their respective regimes. 

It is prayerfully to be hoped that 
these facts concerning the tragic situa- 
tion of the Catholic Church in coun- 
tries under the Communist yoke will 
serve as a lesson and warning to Catho- 
lies in this land of freedom. 

Let it always be remembered that 
only a strong Chureh organization, un- 
touched by Communist infiltration, is 
a stronghold against the Communist 
struggles for enslavement of the Church. 

Today, we have many experiences 
with Communist tactics used in their 
fight against the Church in the coun- 
tries behind the “Iron Curtain.” 

If, even after these grueling experi- 
ences, the diabolical machinations of 
international Communism should still 
be suecessiul in any free country, then 
it would be our own unforgivable fault 
and negligence. 
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due for the jump. 





Rev. Dr. Leslie Rumble, M.S8.C., who authored the valuable article, The 
Witnesses of Jehovah (July, 1954), contributes an interesting bit of corre- 
spondence between himself in Australia and an Anglican minister in Eng- 
land. Entitled Both a Treason and a Heresy, the letters treat of such 
matters as a) Theory of Development, b) Sources of Doctrine, ¢) “The 
Church to Teach,” d) Faith of a Catholic. 

Throughout the correspondence there is the underlying reluctance on the 
part of the English member of the exchange to accept the infallibility of 
the Pope, but the conclusion of this article is heartening. 


“Dissatisfaction with Anglicanism may be 2 reason for abandoning 
Anglicanism; but it is not, of course, sufficient reason for becoming ¢ 
Catholic. One needs from God the gift of a positive faith in the 
Catholic Church for that. The last of these four letters brought a 
reply dated Aug. 14, 1954, saying simply: ‘I shall not take any further 
duties unless I feel a clear call to remain. I rather think I am over- 
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Q’Mara Condemns Nedah 


By RAPHAEL L. McDONALD, O.F.M. 


a 

k ATHER ©’Mara of Sligo, the 
“Subtle Doctor,” beloved by all of us 
priests, hasn’t missed a Forty Hours at 
St. Leo’s in some thirty years. Neither 
muddy roads nor snowdrifts have ever 
delayed him. He looks forward to 
these priestly affairs, especially now 
that he is getting up in years. 

His hair is white, the hair, I should 
say, that forms the half halo around his 
bald head. His eyes always twinkle, a 
mischievous smile ever playing on his 
lips. He’s a “barrel of fun,” but, above 
all, he is a priest. 

O’Mara is really as subtle as they 
come. He revels in discussing the 
tricky aspects of dogmatic theology. 
He spent many a day preparing for 
these discussions, as I know now when 
I look back over the vears. It was 
O'Mara who broached the subject, out- 
lined it and finally concluded all these 
periodic discussions. ©’Mara is clever 
and he knows his field. He has sounded 
us out on everything from Lipa to 
Limbo. 


“NEEDLER” AT WORK 


O’Mara came in from the sacristry 
and promptly marched himself into the 
parlor. He lowered himself into a soft 
chair in the middle of the room, over 
there by the outside wail. That has 
always been his chair. From that point 
of vantage, he was always able to sur- 
vey his field quite easily. 

He ordered a small glass of Burgundy, 
drinking only to be sociable. He never 
touches the stuff when alone. He 


thanked the red-haired curate who 
fetched him the wine. 

“Jimmy, I hope that some young 
man will do the same for you, when you 
are old and feeble.” 

We all laughed, for O’Mara is far 
from being feeble in mind or in body. 

Before anyone could venture an opin- 
ion, almost before we had time to 
quench our thirst, O’Mara casually 
spoke up. “The young monsignor de- 
livered a fine sermon this evening. I 
agree with him. The Holy Eucharist 
is truly a tremendous mystery. We 
need faith to believe it.” 

O’Mara paused. I knew him like a 
book, a well-thumbed book. He was 
not at all interested in defending the 
doctrine of the Holy Eucharist this 
evening. What did he have in mind? 

The “Sage of Sligo” began to narrow 
it down. Without batting an eye, he 
stated: 

“T am firmly convinced that our peo- 
ple do not have trouble in believing 
miracles or mysteries these days. Thev 
have great faith. They believe any- 
thing. Sure, some of them even believe 
that a woman up in Nedah is seeing the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. You mark my 
words. Nedah will become the Lourdes 
of America.” 

He settled back in his chair to let 
that sink in. 

As I say, I know O’Mara like my 
own conscience. He doesn’t believe in 
that sort of tommy-rot. Why did he 
say it? Whom is he needling? Who’s 
going to be his worthy opponent now? 
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Father Heartgalen, a very serious 
man, was fishing for a piece of ice. He 
whirled around and glared at O’Mara. 

“Have you lost your mind! Attend 
to what you say!” 

Poor old Heartgalen. He never could 
figure out O’Mara, anyway. 

Father Boroski knows O’Mara as 
well as I do. He knew that O’Mara 
was up to something. “I see,” he said, 
“that some fifty thousand people were 
at Nedah on a holy day of obligation. 
They took a chance on missing Holy 
Mass. The poor Bishop will be old 
before his time, if this keeps up.” 


FATHER ANGUS— 
TARGET FOR TONIGHT 


O’Mara was gunning for Father 
Angus, and Angus knew it. He heard 
O’Mara’s subtle sarcasm and he meant 
to challenge him. 

Now, in order to appreciate this epi- 
sode, you’ve got to know Father Chris- 
topher Angus. He’s big-boned, tall and 
burley, and he’s solid as a bull. His 
jet-black hair covers even his massive 
arms. He never speaks in a normal 
tone. Angus bellows. When excited, 
he paces around the room, but when 
he’s really riled, he snorts from his belt 
to his collar. That is something to see, 
believe me. 

O’Mara threw out a fresh bait before 
Angus could speak. O’Mara will con- 
fuse a man, if he can’t convince him. 
Angus was getting more confused by 
the minute. O’Mara never batted an 
eye. He was dead serious. 

“The Bishop, huh? Is the Bishop 
infallible? Does he get special inspira- 
tions? Does he have visions? How 
can he give out de fide statements? 
My heart aches for poor Mrs. Von 
Volkenberg.” 

Angus hit that bait like a trout takes 
a dry fly. He hit it hard. He was up 
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and pacing the floor. He kept pound- 
ing his massive fist into the palm of his 
hand, till I thought that he would 
smash it. His eyes were blazing fire. 

“Listen to me, O’Mara. You know a 
lot of theology. But you know nothing 
about mysticism. You mentioned the 
ease of Mrs. Von Volkenberg from 
Nedah. Listen! I know the woman. 
You do not. She may even have the 
stigmata. About that you know noth- 
ing. Furthermore, the Bishop sent a 
bunch of ignorant blokes up there to 
investigate the case. They are as thick 
as you are. If you were to ask them 
what they thought about ‘The Ascent 
to Mount Carmel,’ they would think 
you were talking about those fellows 
that climbed Mount Everest. How 
dumb can you get? There is no use 
in talking about Nedah. No one here 
knows a thing about mystical theology. 
Let’s drop the subject.” 

With that, Angus flopped down in 
his chair, and lit up a big, fat El Pro- 
ducto. 

O’Mara straightened up and took a 
sip of his red wine. Then he placed the 
goblet back on the end table. ‘Well, 
now, Father Angus,” he ventured, as 
he stroked his right eyebrow, “very few 
priests in the United States believe that 
this woman is sincere. They think that 
she’s a fraud. I respect the majority 
opinion. I’m a staunch Democrat from 
away back.” 

O’Mara leaned back in his chair very 
contented with himself. 


IN BEHALF OF THE GOOD 
MRS. VON VOLKENBERG 


Angus had taken a deep puff of his 
El Producto, and he fairly belched out 
the smoke. He was up and ready for 
action. “Do you really know what 
the priests are saying even before they 
have studied the case? I'll tell you! 
They say that she is a religious fanatic, 
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psycho, a victim of hallucinations, pass- 
ing through a change of life. That is 
what they are saying. A prior obser- 
vation you will note. If this is logic, 
then I want no part of it!” 

Angus scowled at O’Mara, but the 
old man was supinely stroking his 
already well-stroked eyebrow. I did 
not think that he had any feeling in his 
body when a discussion was on. Once 
I saw two mosquitos drilling his bald 
head for all they were worth, and he 
never moved a muscle. 

O’Mara was ready now, for it was 
time to settle down. 

“T was reading a copy of Osservatore 
Romano a while back. Got used to it 
while I was doing graduate work at the 
North American College. Well, sir, 
there was a fine article in there that is 
ad rem. It was entitled ‘Christians, Be 
More Prudent.’ The writer of the 
article is connected with the Congre- 
gation of the Holy Office. He correctly 
maintained that Catholics do harm to 
the Catholic cause when they flagrantly 
disobey their bishops. He cited a 
number of places where the laity had 
taken the law into its own hands. I 
noticed that Nedah was on the black 
list. What do you say, Angus?” 

Angus pulled the cigar from between 
his thick lips. He was ready to defend 
himself. 

“With all due respect to your age, 
and with no animosity, I think that the 
North American College should refund 
you your money. You got cheated. 
You have a reputation for being a whizz 
in dogma. You apparently haven’t 
even mastered the catechism. Since 
when is Osservatore Romano on a par 
with the Acta Apostolicae Sedis? All 
official statements are published in the 
Acta, not in some secular newspaper 
You do not believe everything that you 
read in The New York Times. An- 
other thing! Since when do Vatican 


officials make de fide statements? That 
is the office of the Holy Father alone.” 


ANGUS LOWERS THE BOOM 


O’Mara winked at an old timer 
seated next to him. There was a glint 
in his eyes. 

‘Angus, if they published the details 
oi every so-called vision in the Acta, 
it would be as bulky as a Montgomery- 
Ward catalogue. You'd have to take 
up a third collection to finance it. 
There just isn’t enough space in the 
Acta for all this tomfoolery. The Acta 
is for intelligent priests. The Osserva- 
tore Romano is for the instruction of 
the laity.” 

O‘Mara put the Burgundy to his lips, 
but he barely wet them. He doesn’t 
drink wine; he sips it. 

Angus lowered his shaggy eyebrows, 
then lowered the boom. 

“()’Mara, do you really believe that 
a lowly monsignor is on an hierarchical 
level with the Pope? Monsignors can- 
not make de fide statements. You 
should know that.” 

The remark about the monsignors 
got a “rise” out of the newly installed 
wearers-of-the-red. Then O’Mara 
cleared his throat, just to attract atten- 
tion. He wanted to get back into the 
fray. The night was getting on and 
this discussion was far from terminat- 
ing. Angus, too, had more to add to 
the discussion. He did not intend to 
have the thought, which he had con- 
ceived, still-born later on that night. 
He was not going to lie awake till the 
wee hours of the morning repeating, 
“T should have said. . . .” The time 
had come to give verbal birth to this 
brain child. He threw away his cigar 
butt and licked his burnt fingers. 

“Tet the monsignors rest,” he ven- 
tured. “God knows they need rest. 
What with banquets and conventions 
and that sort of thing.” The monsi- 
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gnors howled, and grinned from ear to 
ear. They were used to. getting 
“ribbed,” and they loved it. 

When the shouts of “Sour grapes!” 
had subsided, Angus continued. 

“O'Mara, let us talk now about the 
Cardinals.” 

I looked at O’Mara. He seemed 
about to swallow his Adam’s apple, but 
he was only pretending. I know that 
old demon. He was in his glory as 
Angus spoke up forcefully. 

“Weren't the Cardinals in error on 
the Lourdes case? How many of them 
believed in it from the very beginning? 
How about Fatima? If the Cardinals 
would have had their own way, then 
Mary would have whirled the sun for 
only a few wide-eyed sheep out in the 
Cova da Iria. O’Mara, you must keep 
abreast of the times. Learn how to 
apply the principles of theology to 
actual cases.” 


THE LEGACY OF FATHER O’MARA 


O’Mara had an answer for that out- 
burst. I know he did—but he never 
gave it. Instead, he slipped his old- 
fashioned gold watch out of his vest 
pocket and squinted at it. He saw that 
it was time to go home. He stood up, 
surveyed the room, and very calmly 
began to speak. 

“Fathers, I have a confession to 
make. I have deceived you. Tonight’s 
discussion was a frame-up. Angus and 
I cooked it up last week down at my 
place.” 
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I looked at Angus. He was roaring 
with laughter and perspiring profusely. 
I thought that he was going to burst a 
blood vessel. What an actor that fel- 
low is! I’d have sworn that he was 
sincere. You could have fanned me 
over with a relic of St. Michael. 1 was 
flabbergasted. And all these years, | 
thought that I knew O’Mara. 

Later, as I drove O’Mara down to 
Sligo, 1 noticed that he was now a littie 
timid about night-driving on account 
of his eyes. I said to him, “O’Mara, 
I’d have sworn that Angus believed in 
the Nedah case. I don’t know him very 
well, but he certainly looked very much 
in earnest to me.” 

The old man interrupted me. His 
retort was quick and dogmatic. 

“Angus is an orator and a scholar. 
He’s out here for his health. He and I 
decided to put on that show to teach 
you young men a lesson. You never 
can be too careful when it comes to 
matters of faith. Our Lord warned all 
of us to be on guard. False prophets 
will arise, and will show great signs 
and wonders, as to lead astray, if pos- 
sible, even the elect”’ (Matt. xxiv: 24) 


I just got home now from O’Mara’s 
funeral. The old man is dead, but his 
memory lingers on in these parts. His 
advice has made me more prudent 
Maybe it will have the same effect on 
others. 








Irregularities and Simple 
Impediments to Orders 


IV. By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 


3 THE PRECEDING ARTICLES of 
this series, there has been discussion of 
irregularities in general and, to some ex- 
tent, of simple impediments to orders. 
Attention has also been given in some 
detail to the various irregularities ex 
defectu and to those ex delicto. It re- 
mains now to devote a few words to 
the simple impediments to orders, and 
then to consider the power of dispen- 
sation that can be exercised in cases of 
this nature, especially by Ordinaries 
and by confessors. 

A simple impediment to orders is 
defined as a temporary impediment, 
established by ecclesiastical law, pro- 
ducing the same effects as irregularity. 
Cappello declares that these impedi- 
ments generally do not ipso wre pro- 
hibit the exercise or orders already re- 
ceived,” but another writer has rightly 
observed that it is difficult to find justi- 
fication for this statement and for 
Cappello’s conclusion, which does not 
agree with that of other authors.7! The 
point is not unimportant, for it could be 
discovered after ordination _ that, 
through oversight, a necessary dispen- 
sation had not been secured. Accord- 
ing to Canon 968, § 2, one who is under 
either irregularity or simple impedi- 
ment, even when this arose after ordi- 
nation, is forbidden to exercise the 

© Cappello, De Ordine, n. 449. 

” Op. cit., n. 451. 

™ The Simple Impediments to Holy Orders. 


By Henry John Vogelpohl (Catholic Univer- 
sity of America, 1945), p. 9. 


We are not 
here concerned with possible grave in- 
convenience, which would excuse from 
observance of this law, nor with the 
dispensing power of competent author- 
ity, which might be able to provide for 
the situation on an emergency basis. 
It remains true that the continued pres- 
ence of an impediment, although need 
of a dispensation was not adverted to 
beforehand, prohibits the exercise of 
the orders received in good faith. 

However, if one were to continue 
exercising his orders, he would not in- 
cur the irregularity imposed for viola- 
tion of a canonical penalty.** A simple 
impediment forbids the exercise of 
orders, but the impediment is not a 
penalty. Nevertheless, the prohibition 
of the Code binds under pain of mortal 
sin, and he who violates it is guilty of 
grave sin, unless he be excused by 
serious hardship or unless he has re- 
ceived a dispensation. 


orders he has received. 


CHILDREN OF NON-CATHOLICS 


The first of the simple impediments 
to orders is the one most often en- 
countered and is the one of the greatest 
practical import. Canon 987, n. 1, 
says that the sons of non-Catholics are 
under a simple impediment to orders 
as long as their parents remain in their 
error. The wording of the law should 
not lead us to think that the impediment 


Canon 985, n. 7. 
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applies only if both parents are non- 
Catholics. The obstacle to orders re- 
mains in effect as long as even one 
parent is not a Catholic, and even if 
the child has sprung from a valid mixed 
marriage contracted with a dispensa- 
tion granted by the Church. The im- 
pediment holds equally for legitimate 
and illegitimate offspring. 

Some authors would understand the 
term “non-Catholics” to mean only 
heretics, just as the pre-Code law ap- 
plied to filii haereticorum. Others 
claim that in the Code the legislator 
purposely used the broader term, and 
that all non-Catholics are included in 
the wording of Canon 987, n. 1. The 
reasons alleged for these differing 
opinions are too extensive to be even 
summarized here, but we _ wisely 
follow the safer opinion in this matter 
and seek a dispensation for any semi- 
narian who has a non-Catholic parent. 
However, the same rule does not hold 
if the parents are careless or unworthy 
Catholics. The Ordinary may well 
have reason to refuse ordination to their 
offspring because of some defect, but 
the prohibition of Canon 987, n. 1, 
does not apply. 

The simple impediment in question is 
effective only in those cases in which 
the parent was a non-Catholic at the 
time of the child’s birth.“ If one or 
both parents fell away from the Church 
after the birth of the child, there is no 
simple impediment as a result. On the 
other hand, if a parent who was a non- 
Catholic at the time of his son’s birth 
should subsequently enter the Catho- 
lic Church, the previously existing im- 
pediment ceases to be. According to 
the canon, the impediment binds only 
so long as the parents remain in their 
error. 

* For a detailed treatment of this dispute, 


see Vogelpohl, op. cit., pp. 115-136. 
* Op. cit., pp. 113, 114. 
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There is some question raised as to 
whether or not the impediment remains 
in effect, if the non-Catholic parent 
dies without joining the Church. In 
practice, it can be regarded as ceasing 
with the death of the non-Catholic 
parent.” Otherwise, it would cease to 
be a simple impediment, which is tem- 
porary, and would automatically be- 
come permanent and the equivalent of 
an irregularity. Moreover, the rea- 
son for the impediment ceases with 
the death of the parent. 

It is worth noting that this is one 
impediment to orders for which, accord- 
ing to the practice of the Holy See, a 
dispensation must be obtained both 
before first tonsure and before major 
orders. For other impediments the 
dispensation granted before tonsure 
suffices for all of the orders up to the 
priesthood. When this impediment is 
involved, however, the Ordinary must 
present another petition before the 
cleric’s advancement to major orders, 
at the same time supplying certain in- 
formation concerning the candidate. 
The nature and the extent of the de- 
sired information will be indicated 
when the first rescript is sent by the 
Holy See before the conferring of minor 
orders. 


MARRIAGE AS AN IMPEDIMENT 


We have seen previously that a man 
who has been twice married is under 
irregularity ex defectu. If a man’s 
wife is still living, he is under the simple 
impediment established by Canon 987, 
n. 4, which remains as long as the mar- 
riage bond perdures. Cases are rare 
in which the Holy See grants permission 
for a married man to receive orders 


* Cappello, op. cit., n. 519. 
* Canon 984, n. 4. 
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and to advance to the priesthood.”7 
We should not expect petitions for this 
favor to be numerous, nor should we 
expect all such petitions to be granted. 
It may be of interest, however, to men- 
tion one or two points that are brought 
out by the authors in their treatment of 
this impediment. Cappello declares 
that permission to enter the priesthood 
will be given to a married man only 
if his wife consents. He says also that 
it is not absolutely required that the 
wife should enter the religious state, 
although her husband will more easily 
secure the permission that he desires, 
if she makes religious profession.*§ 
Monsignor Vogelpohl, in his disserta- 
tion on the simple impediments, writes 
of a rescript that he had seen for a 
particular case of this nature, in which 
the dispensation from simple impedi- 
ment for the husband would become 
effective only upon his wife’s final pro- 
fession in religion. In the case dis- 
cussed, the wife was well advanced in 
years, and there was no danger of in- 
continence.” 

Let us note that the impediment of 
Canon 987 forbids the reception of 
orders; it does not prohibit entrance 
into a seminary and the securing of a 
dispensation later. Consequently, if 
circumstances permitted, the applicant 
might undertake his preparation for 
the priesthood, awaiting fulfillment of 
the specified condition before receiving 
first tonsure. Understandably, it is 
the practice of the Holy See to require 
a legal separation of the parties where- 
ever civil law recognizes the marriage 
bond. Otherwise, at a later date, one 
of the parties, having experienced a 
change of heart, could cause serious 

“Tt is hardly necessary to say that we are 
not speaking of the discipline in the Oriental 
Church which allows the ordination of mar- 
ried men. 


“Cappello, op. cit., n. 500. 
* Op. cit., pp. 41, 42. 


difficulty for the other consort. Most 
readers will remember the unusual case 
recently reported from Germany, in 
which a former Lutheran minister, hav- 
ing entered the Catholic Church, was 
permitted to receive the order of priest- 
hood without being obliged to separate 
from his wife. 


CIVIL AND SECULAR 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


The Code also forbids the reception or 
the exercise of orders by those who 
have some office or administrative posi- 
tion which is forbidden to clerics, and 
in which they must render an account- 
ing of their activities until they have 
resigned the office and have made the 
required accounting.*® Various ex- 
amples are given by writers to indi- 
cate the type of activity included under 
this prohibition. Orders could not law- 
fully be conferred, for instance, upon 
a man who holds the office of mayor, 
superintendent of schools, magistrate, 
treasurer of public funds, and the like. 
As can be seen from the examples here 
given, the office or administration 
spoken of in the canon is not necessarily 
financial in nature. 

We need not go into detail concern- 
ing this impediment, but it is well to 
emphasize that only those positions are 
affected by the canon which are for- 
bidden to clerics. If the office is not 
prohibited, or if a cleric obtains before-’ 
hand the necessary permission of his 
ecclesiastical superiors, there is no im- 
pediment. On the other hand, a cleric’s 
accepting a forbidden office or admin- 
istrative post would give rise to the im- 
pediment, unless he had previously ob- 
tained permission, and he would be for- 
bidden to exercise the orders he had 
already received. 

Slaves in the proper sense of the name 


© Canon 987, n. 3. 
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are also impeded from the reception of 
orders until they have secured their 
freedom. This impediment is no longer 
of much practical effect in most of the 
Church. However, within the past 
three months the daily papers have: re- 
ported the sale of a group of slaves in 
Yemen which, like neighboring Saudi 
Arabia, still has legalized slavery. 


MILITARY SERVICE 


They also are temporarily impeded 
from the reception of orders who are 
obliged to “ordinary military service,” 
and who have not yet fulfilled their 
obligation in this respect.*! The ordi- 
nary military service spoken of by the 
Code is the kind that has been in effect 
in various European countries for a 
number of years. In those countries 
every young man is obliged to enter 
the military forces for a period of one 
year or more. This conscription is in 
force whether or not there be a threat 
of war at the time. It is peacetime con- 
scription. 

The prohibition of Canon 987 does 
not apply to the selective service act 
now in effect in the United States. This 
act is intended to meet a particular 
danger of the present time, and is not 
canonically the equivalent of perma- 
nent, peacetime conscription. If the 
proposed Universal Military Training 
should be enacted in the United States, 
we might begin to encounter some pre- 
viously unfamiliar problems arising 
from Canon 987, n. 5. 

Although draftees are not at present 
included under Canon 987, it seems that 
those who have voluntarily enlisted in 
the armed forces are subject to the im- 
pediment, until the time of their en- 
listment has expired. However, those 
in the various reserve units in the 
United States would not be impeded 


* Canon 987, n. 5. 
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from the reception of orders. Reserve 
components of the armed services, save 
possibly for a brief period of active 
training during the summer, are called 
upon for military service only in case of 
some emergency. The summer training 
periods of two or three weeks would not 
qualify as ordinary military service, 
nor would the weekly evening of drilling 
and the like, which are engaged in by 
some reserves. Authors say that the 
brief periods of military training re- 
quired of all men after they have com- 
pleted their regular training in coun- 
tries where universal conscription is in 
force, are not considered as ordinary 
service and do not cause the simple im- 
pediment of the Code.*? If this holds 
for nations in which there is peace- 
time military service (the ordinary 
service of Canon 987, n. 5), the same 
interpretation should hold for a country 
in which a reserve enlistment commits 
a man to active service only in case 
of great emergency, or in which he is 
kept in an inactive and reserve status 
after his active duty has been com- 
pleted. Be that as it may, the prudent 
course is for any seminarian to seek re- 
lease from the reserves upon his en- 
trance into the seminary, and for his 
ecclesiastical superiors to obtain as- 
surance of such release before they 
begin advancing him to orders. 

We may conclude this section by cit- 
ing Monsignor Vogelpohl’s statement 
that peacetime membership in the Na- 
tional Guard of any of the States does 
not impede the reception of orders.** 
A member of the Guard, he says, is not 
a soldier in the strict sense. Again, it is 
to be noted that the better course is for 
a seminarian to obtain a discharge even 
from such membership, although it does 
not constitute an impediment. None 

? Cappello, op. cit., n. 523; Vogelpohl, op. 


cit., pp. 63, 64. 
Op. cit., pp. 64, 65. 
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of the above provisions, of course, apply 
to those who are serving as chaplains 
in active service, in the reserves, or in 
the National Guard. Certainly a chap- 
lain is not forbidden to exercise his 
orders. 

Canon 987, n. 6, declares that con- 
verts to the Church are under a simple 
impediment to orders until the Ordi- 
nary judges them to have been suffi- 
ciently tested. The prudence of this 
requirement is obvious, and it needs 
no comment. The same may be said 
of the last of the simple impediments, 
which bars from ordination those who 
have a bad reputation as long as the 
Ordinary judges this situation to 
exist.“ Whether the loss of good name 
be justified or not is aside from the 
point at the moment. The canon for- 
bids the ordination of those who are 
under “infamy of fact.” 


DISPENSATION FROM 
IRREGULARITIES AND 
IMPEDIMENTS 


From the beginning of any discussion 
about dispensations from irregularities 
or from simple impediments to orders, 
it should be clearly understood that 
the Code gives to the Ordinary dis- 
pensing power only for irregularities 
ex delicto, and that with certain re- 
strictions. The Ordinary does not have 
authority to dispense from irregularities 
ex defectu or from simple impediments. 
Of course, there may arise a case in 
which the powers of Canon 81 can be 
exercised, because that canon applies 
to all general laws of the Church from 
which the Holy See is wont to dispense. 
However, a case of this kind will occur 
only by way of exception, as is possible 
when the need of a dispensation has 
been overlooked until shortly before 
an ordination, or even until after the 


“Cannon 987, n. 7. 


ordination has taken place. A situation 
of this kind is, perhaps, most likely to 
occur when one of the parents of an 
ordinand is a non-Catholic, and that 
fact has not been adverted to in due 
time. 

Canon 990, § 1, gives to Ordinaries 
the faculty to dispense from all irregu- 
larities ex delicto that have sprung 
from an occult crime. Even then, ex- 
ception is made of the irregularity from 
voluntary homicide or abortion, as well 
as of any case that has been brought 
before a court for formal trial. A 
crime is occult when it is not public in 
a canonical sense, that is, when it is not 
commonly known and when the cir- 
cumstances are not such as to lead to 
the conclusion that it will easily be- 
come known.*®> The crime can be oc- 
cult materially, when the crime itself 
has not been discovered, or formally, be- 
‘“ause the responsibility for it remains 
hidden. 

If irregularity results, therefore, 
from an occult crime found among those 
listed in Canon 985, the Ordinary has 
the authority to grant a dispensation 
from the irregularity. Once the Ordi- 
nary dispenses, the irregularity dis- 
appears. Its presence in the first place, 
of course, indicates that a mortal sin 
has been committed. Although repent- 
ance for that sin should be manifested, 
lack of sorrow will not prevent a valid 
dispensation from irregularity. 


DISPENSATION BY THE CONFESSOR 


Can the confessor ever grant a dis- 
pensation from irregularity? Canon 
990, § 2, gives to him the same faculty 
that is given to the Ordinary, but with 
certain restrictions. The confessor is 
empowered to act only in more urgent 
occult cases, when the Ordinary cannot 
be reached and when there is danger of 


* Cfr. Canon 2197. 
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grave harm or of loss of reputation in 
delay. Moreover, the confessor’s dis- 
pensation is effective only to permit the 
exercise of orders that have already 
been received. For example, if a semi- 
narian should confess some crime to 
which irregularity is attached, the con- 
fessor, merely as such, could not dis- 
pense him for further advaneement to 
orders. He could do no more than per- 
mit the exercise of orders which the 
penitent already possesses. Anything 
more would require special faculties or 
application through the confessor to 
some higher authority. 

Special faculties for such cases are 
often included among the diocesan fac- 
ulties given by Ordinaries to their 
priests. The effect of these concessions 
usually is to render unnecessary the 
confessor’s applying to the Ordinary 
for special delegation to handle the case, 
if he should ever have to deal with a 
case of irregularity from occult crime. 
In other words, the Ordinary in these 
dioceses delegates to confessors the fac- 
ulty that he possesses for cases of oc- 
cult irregularity from crime, and thus 
removes the restrictions placed by the 
Code upon the confessor’s use of his 
faculties for these cases. Of course, 
the extent of the faculties in any par- 
ticular diocese can be learned only by 
inquiry. Not a few Ordinaries, when 
giving faculties, make exception of the 
vase in which irregularity has resulted 
from violation of a sentence of suspen- 
sion imposed by the Ordinary. A con- 
fessor meeting a case of this kind could 
then use only the powers conferred 
upon him by Canon 990, § 2, if the 
conditions of that canon were fulfilled. 

If the confessor encounters in the 
sacramental forum a case which is not 
covered by his own faculties, and which 
is beyond the faculties of the Ordinary, 
he can have recourse to higher authority 
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for a solution through the agency of 
the Most Reverend Apostolic Delegate, 
who may have special faculties to 
handle the case. If not, the petition 
‘an be forwarded to the Holy See. As 
in all matters involving sacramental 
confession, every precaution must be 
taken to avoid danger of violating the 
seal, including the use of a fictitious 
name for the penitent. In the mean- 
time, if there would be grave scandal 
or loss of reputation through obser- 
vance of the irregularity in the external 
forum, it would be lawful to omit that 
observance until the mandate or in- 
structions of the higher superior had 
been received. For the time being, the 
law would cease to bind in this case 
because of the serious harm or hardship 
that would result. 


FACULTIES OF REGULAR 
SUPERIORS AND CONFESSORS 


No extensive treatment will be at- 
tempted of the faculties and privileges 
of regular Superiors and confessors with 
regard to irregularities. We shall be 
content with citing the conclusions of 
one writer who has made a detailed 
study of the matter.*® According to 
Father Shuhler, at the time of the 
promulgation of the Code of Canon 
Law the Superiors of religious Orders 
had the privilege of dispensing in all 
irregularities ex delicto, except volun- 
tary homicide, mutilation of one’s 
bodily members, and abortion. The 
faculty could be used for all cases, both 
public and occult. The author’s ex- 
planation of various probable opinions 
about other cases will be omitted here. 

A further privilege of these same 
religious Superiors is mentioned and is 
worthy of note. They could also dis- 


* Privileges of Regulars to Absolve and Dis- 
pense. By Ralph Vincent Shuhler, OS.A. 
(Catholic University of America Press, Wash- 
ington, D. C., 1943). 
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pense from the irregularity arising from 
illegitimate birth, whether the case was 
public or occult. The effect of this last 
privilege is to render unnecessary an 
application to the Holy See for a dis- 
pensation on behalf of members of the 
institute who suffer from defectus 
natalium. Moreover, because in those 
institutes the competent Superior can 
dispense from the irregularity caused 
by illegitimacy, it is lawful to admit 
such a candidate to the novitiate with- 
out special permission, despite the pro- 
visions of Canon 542, n. 2. The in- 
stitute is not anticipating the judgment 
of the Holy See by accepting as a candi- 
date for the priesthood one who is un- 
der a canonical impediment to orders. 
It is the Apostolic See which has author- 
ized the Superiors of the institute to 
provide for the case in due time. How- 
ever, let it be kept in mind that the 
exercise of this privilege seems to be 
limited to the cases of those who have 
made their religious profession, at least 
as a general rule. This restriction is 
stated in various indults and in com- 
pilations of privileges. Therefore, the 
Superior should take care in any such 
case to wait until after the first profes- 
sion of vows to dispense from the ir- 
regularity. Examination of the docu- 
ments and privileges proper to the in- 
stitute will reveal whether or not some 
direct concession has rendered this pre- 
caution unnecessary. Other Superiors, 
besides those of the regular Orders, 
sometimes have these same faculties 
for various irregularities, received 
either by communication in pre-Code 
times or by direct concession. 


“Regular confessors, approved by 
the local Ordinary for the hearing of 
confessions, can dispense their peni- 
tents from irregularities ex delicto 
occulto, except the cases resulting 
from voluntary homicide and effec- 
tively perpetrated abortion, and 


whatever cases may have _ been 
brought before a judicial court. The 
use of this faculty is not restricted to 
the more urgent cases; it may be 
exercised both to permit the penitent 
to receive Holy Orders and also to 
allow the penitent to exercise licitly 
the Orders already received.”** 
This is the same faculty that is often 
given to all confessors in their diocesan 
faculties. Where it is not, however, the 
faculty is possessed by regular con- 
fessors in virtue of apostolic privilege. 
Confessors of other institutes may share 
in this privilege by communication, ac- 
cording to the concessions made to 
their own institute by the Holy See. 


PRACTICAL SUMMARY 


The cases most frequently demanding 
some action may be summarized in the 
following manner. The presence of 
illegitimacy requires seeking permis- 
sion from the Most Reverend Apostolic 
Delegate for the candidate to enter a 
diocesan seminary,®* and will demand 
an indult from the Holy See to permit 
promotion to first tonsure and the 
orders that follow. If the candidate is 
entering the novitiate of an Order or 
of any institute in which the Superiors 
possess the faculty of dispensing from 
this irregularity, he may be admitted 
to the novitiate without having recourse 
to the Holy See. The faculty of the 
Superior can be exercised in his favor 
after profession of temporary vows. If 
the Superior does not have this faculty, 
permission from the Holy See is neces- 
sary for the very admission to the novi- 
tiate, as well as for advancement to 
orders. 

Frequently an indult will be required 
for the ordination of converts to the 
faith. If the convert had been bap- 
tized before his reception into the 
Church, the practice is to seek a dis- 





* Op. cit., p. 170. 
* Canon 1363, § 1. 
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pensation from the irregularity of 
Canon 985, n. 1, independently of the 
convert’s previous good faith. How- 
ever, if he was never baptized before he 
became a Catholic, this irregularity 
does not apply. Whether or not a can- 
didate for orders is a convert, he must 
have a dispensation from the simple 
impediment of Canon 987, n. 1, if one 
or both of his parents were non-Catholic 
at the time of his birth, have not been 
converted, and are still living. 

The confessor will rarely meet a case 
of irregularity ex delicto occulto, re- 
quiring some action on his part, and in 
which he is able to grant a dispensation 
as confessor. However, if he should be 
‘alled upon to minister to a penitent in 
major orders who has violated some 


In the next H P R issue 


anonical penalty, the confessor must 
give thought to the possibility that the 
penitent has incurred an irregularity, 
as well as the canonical penalty. He 
must then consider the faculties that 
he has, whether from the Code, from 
the local Ordinary, or from apostolic 
privileges granted to his religious in- 
stitute. Having determined these, he 
will be in a position to arrive at a 
proper solution of the case proposed to 
him. If the confessor is uncertain of 
his authority at the time of the con- 
fession, he can grant sacramental ab- 
solution to a penitent who is properly 
disposed, having obtained a promise 
from the penitent that he will abide by 
whatever the law of the Church may 
require in his case. 





Contemporary Coexistence by Father John Fearon, O.P., makes signifi- 
‘vant distinctions among spineless indifferentism, aggressive hostility and 
Christian charity in the teaching work of the Church. The message of his 
article, concerning more effective ways of bringing Catholic truth to accept- 
ance by those outside the fold, may be gathered from this single excerpt: 








“The first suggestion involves an armistice in religious estrangement 
on the popular level, and restriction of debate to the professional level. 
Catholics and Protestants attend their respective churches and pursue 
their respective religious beliefs; yet they share the same nature and 
citizenship, suffer the same ailments, rise and fall by the same psycho- 
logical processes, are liable to the same hell, and, provided they sin- 
cerely believe in Christ and have lived in grace, they will go to the same 
heaven. Nonetheless, they are mutually suspicious of and gullible 
about each other, and when they proceed to a discussion of their re- 
ligious differences they invariably argue with more heat than light 
about side issues to the original theological split. Winning this kind of 
an argument is the way to lose a convert. Boasting and blasting from 
Catholic pulpit and press win no fights with Protestants who neither sit 
beneath the pulpit nor subscribe to the paper. It only serves to keep 
alive a belligerant spirit among Catholics. Let the Protestants keep 
up their denunciations if they wish. There is no greater short-cut to 
unpopularity in this country than incessant and vociferous negativism.”’ 
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A Symposium for Preachers 


By WILLIAM T. POWERS, C.M., Ph.D. 


L. THE SPRING of 1952 Mrs. 
Maria Rose Burns was in her final ill- 
ness after a full life of 84 years. She 
was born in Marine City, Michigan, 
where she grew up and at the age of 
eighteen married Andrew B. Burns, a 
marine engineer. He died in the first 
year of their marriage. After the 
death of her husband, the young widow 
accompanied by her sister Molly left 
Marine City and moved to Chicago. 
The sisters were accomplished in music, 
public speaking and dramatic arts, and 
to earn their livelihood they began to 
instruct in these refined fields. Through 
the years they prospered and enjoyed 
prominence because of their work. 
Among their public-speaking pupils 
were many important political figures. 
Although Mrs. Burns was reluctant to 
disclose names, it is believed that the 
late Mayor Edward J. Kelly of Chi- 
cago, the late United States Senator 
James Hamilton Lewis of Illinois, and 
former States Attorney of Cook 
County, John 8S. Boyle, were among her 
prominent pupils. 


APOSTOLIC LEGACY 


Mrs. Burns and her sister traveled 
extensively in this country and in 
Europe. A great deal of her traveling 
in this country was as a speaker and 
lecturer. Her talents were devoted to 
her country’s needs in the first World 
War, when she spoke in many parts of 
the country in behalf of the Liberty 
Loan drives. 

She was always a devout Catholic 


and believed in her religion with a firm 
and lively faith. In her will she made 
a bequest of a sum of money to estab- 
lish a school of public speaking for 
Catholic priests. This gift was in 
memory of her brother, Bernard Korn- 
meier, who died when a young semi- 
narian, and in her own memory as a 
teacher of the forensic arts. But, most 
of all, it insured that she could assist 
in the propagation of her faith even 
after her death. De Paul University 
was named beneficiary of this endow- 
ment and used the funds to conduct 
its first Symposium for Preachers. 


PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
IN THE PLANNING 


Since the ‘course was intended for 
the priests of the Chicago area, many 
difficulties were encountered in the 
planning. First, the time of year, then 
the length and the content of.the sym- 
posium. As in all large archdioceses 
and dioceses, the clergy have many de- 
mands on their time during the day 
and evening, with the result that they, 
are not able to be away from their 
rectories for long periods of time. 
This factor was foremost in the minds 
of the planners. The time of year was 
also. given serious consideration. 
Priests, like all other workers, are en- 
titled to vacations which usually come 
in middle or late summer. Coupled 
with this was the desirability and the 
possibility of obtaining the services of 
established men in the preaching field; 
in this case we were to call upon men 
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engaged, for the most part, in academic 
work and available only after they had 
completed their school years. After 
discussing the problem with interested 
priests, it was agreed that the latter 
half of June was the best time in which 
such a symposium could be conducted. 


CONTENT OF PROGRAM 


Next came the problem of arriving at 
the content and nature of the course. 
Ten days seemed to be the maximum 
time for the series, and what would be 
of greatest help to the priest in his pul- 
pit work should be fitted into these 
days. One obvious solution presented 
itself which ultimately formed the 
course content. What kind of sermons 
and talks is the priest called upon to 
deliver? With this as focal point the 
planners proceeded to outline what 
could be done in ten days. The cate- 
gories of sermons employed were arbi- 
trary, but proved in some measure to 
cover the field. Two days were de- 
voted to the “Sunday Instruction”; 
one day to the “Occasional Address”’; 
one day to “Oral Interpretation of the 
Epistles and Gospels’; one day to the 
“Catechetical Instruction”; one day to 
the “Retreat and Recollection Confer- 
ence”; one day to the “Casual Address” 
a nebulous term used to describe a 
situation other than pulpit; and one 
day to the “Cana Conference.” These 
are indeed arbitrary designations. 

Next came the manner in which each 
of the topics should be treated. After 
much thought it was agreed to seek the 
services of men who were established 
speakers in each of the fields mentioned 
above. The plan was to have each of 
the experts demonstrate how they pre- 
pare, compose and deliver their own 
sermons. 

One of the first contacted was Fr. 
Ignatius Smith, O.P., of the Catholic 





130 


University of America, who for the 
past twenty-three years has conducted 
a six-weeks institute on preaching. 
His acceptance of the invitation to 
participate was heartening. With his 
experience in this type of work, the 
Symposium was assured of an out- 
standing lead-off man. Then, in order, 
the following men accepted invitations: 
Msgr. Thomas A. Meehan, editor of the 
New World; Fr. Hugh Calkins, O,S.M., 
Socius Provincial of the American Serv- 
ite Fathers; Fr. Gerard J. Stamm, C.M., 
Professor of Speech at Kenrick Sem- 
inary; Fr. John T. McGinn, C.S8.P., 
Director of the Paulist League; Father 
John Sheerin, C.S.P., Editor of The 
Catholic World and monthly feature 
writer for THe HomiLetic AND Pas- 
TORAL Review; Fr. William J. Ken- 
neally, C.M., Rector of St. Thomas 
Seminary in Denver; Fr. Joseph G. 
Phoenix, C.M., Dean of the Graduate 
School at De Paul University. 


CLINICAL WORK 


The order of the day was the next 
factor to consider. Because of parish 
duties a priest cannot get to “school” 
much before ten in the morning. Set- 
ting this as the starting time, the two- 
hour morning session was to be taken 
over by the featured speaker of the day, 
after which session an hour lunch period 
would follow. The afternoon session 
was to last two hours, and during this 
period real clinical work was to be 
done in the form of recording talks, 
class criticism and individual assistance 
by priests who teach in seminaries the 
fine art of speaking. 

To bring the Symposium to this stage 
of development required several months. 
Now the job was to sell the idea to the 
clergy and to await their reaction. An- 
nouncements were released to the Arch- 
diocesan paper and shortly after a let- 
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ter and descriptive folder were mailed 
to every member of the clergy in the 
Chicago area. After a few weeks’ lapse 
a second news story appeared in the 
New World and another mailing in the 
form of a reply post card was sent to 
the clergy. 

Up to this time the response on the 
part of the clergy was not too enthusi- 
astic, but the speech specialists kept 
saying that they could do a better job 
with a smaller group. Ultimately their 
wish was fulfilled. 


THE SUNDAY SERMON 


On Monday, June 14, the Symposium 
got under way with approximately 
thirty priests in attendance. Fr. Ig- 
natius Smith spoke from his years of 
experience on “The Sunday Sermon.” 
He stressed the importance of the 
preaching mission of the Church and 
how best it can be fulfilled in five to 
seven minutes on Sunday morning. 

Preparation for the talks goes back 
to seminary training, both intellectual 
and physical. Health, physical appear- 
ance, physical preparation, physical 
action, emotions, qualities of mind, 
good life, solitude and silence, prayer, 
Mass, gravity and lightheartedness, ag- 
gression without antagonism, humility 
without surrender, timidity, authority, 
presumption, zeal, confidence in God 
are some of the preparations and quali- 
ties which must go into the sermon. 
The style of delivery has changed with 
the times, he pointed out. Radio and 
television present professionals and 
consequently the priest should -be as 
proficient as any of these public per- 
formers. His simple formula is: “Be 
intelligent and intelligible.” 


THE OCCASIONAL SERMON 


Monsignor Meehan spoke on the 
“Occasional Sermon”: 


“The main objective is how effective 
for good is your or our occasional 
sermon, since ultimately the preacher 
is a teacher and his effectiveness de- 
pends upon how well he presents his 
subject and teaches a lesson. You 
can have the finest sermon ever pre- 
pared, adorned with lucid illustra- 
tions, clear distinctions and vivid 
descriptions, but if no one hears it 
except yourself, or the people in the 
front three rows, your lesson is com- 
pletely lost to those who probably 
need it most. The occasional sermon 
is given on any extraordinary occa- 
sion when we have an opportunity to 
teach the Word to the multitudes. 
We should never forget that if we 
would be preachers, we must first be 
teachers. In order to teach we must 
know our subject; and to know our 
subject, even the best of us must pre- 
pare. 


THE MARIAN SERMON 


“The Marian Sermon” was discussed 
by Fr. Hugh Calkins, O.S.M. He in- 
sisted that the speaker should make 
Mary a real person and that sermons 
stressing her example and relationship 
to her Divine Son would move the 
hearer to action. When speaking of 
Mary, the term Mariology should be 
avoided, since to ordinary lay listeners 
the term is without meaning. This 
type of sermon should differ from others 
insofar as in it the subject is a person, 
whereas other sermons are more of a 
doctrinal nature. , 


INTERPRETATION AND 
INSTRUCTIONS 


Fr. Stamm, C.M., who talked on “The 
Oral Interpretation of the Epistles and 
Gospels,” also served as director of the 
Symposium. His approach to what 
might be considered a routine part of 
pulpit duty was inspiring and challeng- 
ing. To read the gospel with meaning, 
the priest must know the context from 
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which the passage is taken. He must 
consult the commentators to know the 
true significance of Christ’s words; 
with this understanding, the priest in 
his oral reading can give the correct in- 
terpretation. 

The suecess of “The Catechetical 
Instruction” depends upon the priest’s 
knowledge and devotion to the Word 
of God, said Fr. MeGinn, C.8.P. De- 
liberate human decisions and actions 
should flow from accurate knowledge 
or well-founded belief. In all crucial 
matters it is well to “use your head.” 
This principle has its application in re- 
ligion. God wishes us first to know 
and then to love and serve Him. Christ 
came to teach us God’s wishes and 
plans. This body of. doctrine, with 
God’s grace, should guide all our am- 
bitions and actions. All manner of 
aberrations in conduct result from er- 
roneous belief. This explains, in part, 
the severity of the Church regarding 
heresy. It explains, too, the precedence 
of doctrinal instruction in the labors of 
the Church and of her ministers. The 
Instruction of the Sacred Congregation 
of Seminaries and Universities empha- 
sizes the priority of Catechetical In- 
struction in the priestly ministry. 


THE CHILDREN’S INSTRUCTION 


One of the most difficult talks the 
priest is called upon to deliver is “The 
Children’s Instruction.” This topic was 
well handled by Fr. Sheerin, C.S.P. He 
pointed out the obligation the priest 
has to prepare well for this assignment, 
since we are in a battle for the minds of 
Catholic children. In the United 
States our competitors are not the Com- 
munists, but television, movies, science- 
fiction and comic books. And the 
greatest of these is comic books; not 
the good comics like Disney or even 
the newspaper comic strips, but the 
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crime-comics type that are now being 
investigated by the Hendrickson Com- 
mittee in various cities. The five-min- 
ute sermon may not be the answer, but 
it can bring impact on the child’s mind 
if matter is organized rather than ram- 
bling, rebuking or entertaining. The 
instruction begins with a child’s real 
problems, shows him how God can an- 
swer those problems, sets him thinking 
about religion and leads him on from 
the religion of the Catechism to the re- 
ligion of the living God. 


CONFERENCES AND 
CASUAL ADDRESSES 


“The Retreat and Recollection Con- 
ference” and “The Casual Address” 
were presented by Fr. Kenneally, C.M. 
A Seripture scholar in his own right, he 
urged the use of the written word of 
God as the best source of material for 
conferences. Developing each confer- 
ence as an act of a tragedy, using a 
scriptural figure as the central actor, 
was one of the techniques he developed. 
Lot’s wife typified the sorry fate that 
comes to those who are unfaithful to 
their religious vows. Her love of pleas- 
ures of the senses and material things 
was brought to a climax by her final 
disobedience. A knowledge of Shake- 
speare and its use can add color and a 
dramatic touch to a conference that 
might otherwise be too didactic and 
dogmatic. 

“The Casual Address,” title decided 
upon to describe the after-dinner talk, 
the bright sayings of a toastmaster, or 
any situation of a light-hearted vein, 
can best be met with a fund of appro- 
priate stories, or a skeleton talk which 
can be modified to meet the situation. 


CANA TALKS 


The final day of the Symposium, Fr. 
Phoenix, C.M., discussed the “Cana 
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Conference Talk.” He particularized 
on the parent-child relationship, since 
he has been engaged in this phase of 
the work since the inception of the Cana 
Conference in Chicago. The successful 
Cana speaker must be alive to the 
problems of the home, and his knowl- 
edge cannot come only from books; 
rather the bulk of it should come from 
his contacts with children, mothers and 
fathers who are faced with the exigen- 
cies of everyday living. 

The practical work of the afternoon 
sessions proved to be very popular with 
the priests attending the symposium. 
Each priest had several opportunities 
to read a gospel and to deliver short 
sermons. These were recorded and 
played back to the entire group. Then 
followed a period of discussion and 
criticism. The desire for improvement 
and frankness in criticism was charac- 
teristic of each participant. For many 
this was the first time they had heard 
a recording of their own voices. In ad- 
dition to records, tape-recordings also 
were made. Instruction in the proper 
use of the microphone was _ given. 
These afternoon sessions were con- 
ducted by priests who had professional] 
training in speech. 


APPRAISALS BY PARTICIPANTS 


The planners of the Symposium were 
anxious to get reactions from the priests 
who had attended regularly, not so 
much to get approval of what had been 
done, but rather to get suggestions for 
future symposia. Here is what a mem- 
ber of the Archdiocesan Mission band 
thought of it: 


“The symposium can prove to be an 


asset to priests who have been in the 
ministry for a few years. Quite often 
a speaker might unwittingly acquire 
certain faults of delivery. The speech 
experts of the symposium staff will 
bring them to his attention and sug- 
gest effective methods of correcting 
them. It’s a course from which every 
priest can benefit.” 


Another Symposium “student,” who 
has been ordained 14 years, summed 
it up this way: 


“A preacher has to be well prepared 
and very definite in putting across 
his message, especially if the sermon 
is short. A modern audience is not 
conditioned to a long sermon. It has 
to hold the attention with the direct- 
ness of a message on radio or tele- 
vision. For me the principal bene- 
fits of the symposium were improve- 
ments in delivery, use of gestures, 
helding the attention by varying the 
pitch and tone of voice, and tricks 
of maintaining contact with the con- 
gregation. Any priest engaged in 
general parish or convert work would 
particularly benefit from the course.” 


A final comment: 


“Preaching is one of the greatest 
parts of our profession. Like any 
other professional group which meets 
regularly at seminars, we should, too. 
I was impressed by the practical as- 
pect of the symposium in analyzing 
individual sermons by speech experts 
on the tape and dise recorder.” 


And thus ended the first “Symposium 
for Preachers” at De Paul University. 
Made possible by Mrs. Maria Rose 
Burns who wanted to do something to 
perpetuate the memory of her brother 
and the work to which she had de- 
voted her life, she may have had in 
mind, also, to relieve some of the misery 
caused by pulpit orators. 


133 








Chapters from the Gospel of 
St. John 


Vil. 


The Raising of Lazarus 


By ERNEST GRAF, O.S.B. 


\ HEN in the course of his dis- 


courses on the Gospel of St. John, St. 
Augustine comes to the eleventh chap- 
ter, in which the evangelist recounts 
the raising of Lazarus, the holy Doctor 
says that this is the most famous of all 
our Lord’s miracles. 


“But when we consider who he is 
who wrought it, we experience more 
joy than astonishment, for what is 
there to wonder at if one man comes 
back to life through the power of 
Him who causes so many to be born 
on each succeeding day? Surely it 
is a greater thing to create men than 
to raise them again?” 


This stupendous miracle, which Jesus 
wrought almost at the gates of Jerusa- 
lem and within earshot of the music 
of the Temple—and only a few days be- 
fore the last week of His earthly life— 
was no mere display of power. As in 
every one of His wonderful works, here, 
too, there is an ulterior purpose, though 
in the first instance it is also a most 
touching revelation of the true hu- 
manity of the Son of God. When at 
the entrance of the little town of Naim, 
Jesus fell in with a funeral procession, 
we are told that His heart was “moved 
with merey” toward the dead man’s 
mother, so much so indeed that there 
and then He bade the bearers set down 
the bier and commanded the young man 
rise from it. As far as we know, the 
young man of Naim and his widowed 
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mother 
Jesus. 


were complete strangers to 
But the widow’s tears touched 
His heart and, to assuage her grief, He 
exerted, unsolicited, that power over 
death and the grave which the Father 
has bestowed on Him. When our Lord 
performed a similar miracle on another 
occasion, the motive was the same 
sympathy with human grief. A child 
of twelve years, her parents’ only 
daughter, had just breathed her last. 
Entering the room where she lay, Jesus 
took her by the hand and bade her 
rise. St. Peter was one of the three 
witnesses of the incident and he never 
forgot either the scene or the words 
spoken. St. Mark, whose Gospel is a 
record of Peter’s preaching, has pre- 
served our Lord’s very words in the 
original Aramaic: Talitha cumi, Child, 
(Mark 5:41). 





arise! 


FRIENDS OF JESUS 


The raising of Lazarus was prompted 
by the same motive. Lazarus and his 
two sisters were friends of Jesus. St. 
John tells us that Jesus loved them, 
loved them, that is, with a special love 
of which they must have had many 
proofs, while He Himself often enjoyed 
their hospitality, for surely the incident 
related in Luke x: 38 ff. is not an iso- 
lated instance. Bethany lay on the 
road that leads from Jericho to Jeru- 
salem, and Christ and His disciples 
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repeatedly passed that way. Nothing 
more natural, therefore, but for the 
little band to rest a while with these 
friends, wearied as they were from the 
laborious ascent from the steaming 
Jordan valley twelve hundred feet be- 
low the level of the Mediterranean. 

Quite recently the Jews had sought 
to stone Jesus and to seize His person. 
He had escaped from their hands and 
- sought a temporary refuge on the east- 
ern bank of the Jordan, not very far 
from the spot where the Precursor had 
been carrying out his ministry of 
preaching and baptizing. News was 
brought to Him there that Lazarus had 
fallen ill. The illness evidently was no 
passing indisposition, for the two sis- 
ters, who were cognizant of our Lord’s 
whereabouts, dispatched a messenger to 
inform their divine Friend. The word- 
ing of the message is remarkable in its 
terseness. They regretted that the 
Master should be away just then, but 
they did not request Him to come, as 
the centurion or the father of the little 
girl of twelve had done. They deemed 
it sufficient to let Him know what had 
happened: “Domine ecce quem amas 
infirmatur.” The message was of tele- 
graphie brevity, but it was also charged 
with concentrated trust and confidence. 
As St. Augustine comments, they did 
not say, “Come!” It was enough to 
make a friend—and such a friend—ac- 
quainted with the situation: “Suffeit ut 
noveris, non enim amas et deseris.” “It 
is enough that He should know, for He 
does not love and then forsake.” 





PURPOSE OF THE MIRACLE 


However, on receiving the news Jesus 
did not forthwith set out for Bethany; 
on the contrary, He tarried two more 
days in the course of which the malady 
took a fatal turn. On receiving the 
message He had said, no doubt in the 


hearing of the disciples, that this sick- 
ness would not lead to death, but rather 
to the glorification of the Son of God. 
These somewhat cryptic words were 
surely meant to be taken back to the 
sisters with a view to reassuring them 
in their anxiety. After two days He at 
last set out for Judea. There was a 
high purpose in the two days’ delay. 
Jesus could have spared the two sisters 
intense anxiety and sorrow. But His 
love is ruled by wisdom and perfect 
subordination to His Father’s will. The 
death of Lazarus must be evident so 
that the miracle of his resurrec- 
tion should be unquestionable. After 
Christ’s resurrection by His own power, 
the resuscitation of Lazarus is the most 
sensational of all the miracles of the 
Gospel. One of its purposes was to 
confirm the faith of the disciples: ‘‘Laz- 
arus is dead. And I am glad, for your 
sakes, that I was not there, that you 
may believe.” Having thus spoken, 
He set out for Bethany with them. 

What follows is matter for personal 
meditation .rather than for detailed 
explanation. Before the tomb of Laz- 
arus, Jesus exhibits Himself both in the 
majesty of His godhead and in the 
sweetness of a most attractive hu- 
manity. When we read St. John’s 
thrilling account of what He said and 
did, we must bear in mind that it was 
said and done not merely for the com- 
fort of Mary and Martha, but for the 
consolation and instruction of all fu- 
ture generations. 

When the Jews had attempted to 
stone Him, Jesus had sought an asylum 
in Perea. He was content for a while 
to remain, as it were, inactive. But 
glorious “come-back” He 
Yet His position had never 
His enemies were 
gathering strength. They were deter- 
mined to do away with Him. By re- 


what a 
staged! 
been more critical. 
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turning to Judea, Jesus was courting 
death, as His disciples clearly per- 
ceived: “Rabbi, the Jews but now 
sought to stone thee, and goest thou 
thither again?” But He who was 
“meek and lowly of heart” was also 
strong and courageous. The greatest 
of the ancient prophets expressly de- 
scribes Him as “wonderful, God, the 
Strong One.” At the very gates of 
Jerusalem He would perform a deed 
such as none of the most illustrious of 
Israel’s prophets had attempted, so 
that no excuse should be left to those 
who refused to believe in Him. St. 
Augustine draws attention to the fact 
that it was on this occasion that Christ 
asserted His divinity in the most un- 
mistakable terms. Lazarus would be 
allowed to die, but that would not be 
the end. His death would provide the 
opportunity for showing forth the 
power that was His, though, as St. 
Augustine again observes, the glory 
that this miracle procured for Him 
added nothing to His status. It was 
wholly for our profit: “Talis glorificatio 
ipsius non tpsum auxit sed nobis pro- 
fut” (Tract. XLIX 6). 


VARYING NOTIONS OF DEATH 


Death may be staved off for a time— 
even a long time; but a moment must 
come when the mysterious partnership 
of spirit and matter is ruthlessly 
broken. Implacably grim death claims 
its victims one by one. To the natural 
man (whose mind is not enlightened 
by the splendors of the faith) death 
appears as the brutal, stupid extinguish- 
ing of the human personality, an ir- 
remediable yet inescapable catastrophe. 
Here is what one of the “‘prophets” of 
modern agnosticism, Bertrand Russell, 
has to say on this tremendous fact: 


“The life of man is a long march 
through the night, towards a goal 
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that few can hope to reach and where 
none may tarry long. One by one, as 
they march, our comrades vanish 
from our sight, seized by the silent 
orders of death. Brief and 
powerless is man’s life; on him and 
all his race the slow, sure doom falls 
pitiless and dark. Blind to good and 
evil, reckless of destruction, Omnip- 
otent matter rolls on its relentless 
way, for man condemned to-day to 
lose his dearest must to-morrow him- 


self pass through the gate of dark-, 


ness!’’ (Italics mine.) 

Dark and awe-inspiring indeed is 
the prospect that opens before those 
who are “without God in this world” 
(Eph. ii: 12). True, whenever passion 
does not warp the mind, or when a man 
does not deliberately shut his ear to the 
inner voice, we all experience certain 
intimations of immortality, but though 
philosophers and poets have spoken 
sonorously of the soul’s immortality, 
they hold out no prospect of life for the 
body. As a matter of fact, if it were 
not for the glorious certainties of the 
Christian revelation, the prospect of 
immortality would be almost more 
alarming than that of total extinction. 
One of the noblest of the pre-Christians 
has put in the mouth of the “deified” 


sister of the gallant opponent of the 


Trojan invader of Latium lines in which 
is concentrated all the hopelessness of 
paganism: 


“Why gave he (Jupiter) a life to 
last for aye? 

Why was the binding clause of 
death removed? 

Now surely could I end such bitter 
grief ; 

© what earth can yawn 

Depths low enough for me and let 
me down 

A goddess to the Manes below? 

Quo vitam dedit aeternam? cur 
mortis adempta est 

Conditio? possem tantos finire 
dolores . 
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CHAPTERS FROM THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 





O quae satis ima dehiscat 
Terra mihi, Manesque deam 
demittat ad imos!” 


(Aeneid XII, 887 ff.) 


CHRIST IS THE RESURRECTION 
BECAUSE HE IS LIFE 


News of Jesus’ arrival was quickly 
brought to Martha and she hastened to 
meet Him while Mary remained at 
home, doubtless in compliance with eti- 
quette which demanded that at least 
one of the mourners should receive the 
condolences of those who had come to 
comfort them. Martha’s first words— 
which were to be repeated by Mary— 
are obviously an echo of what they had 
been saying to each other all this time: 
“If only Jesus were here—our brother 
would not die!” Her protestation, “I 
know that he shall rise again, in the 
resurrection, at the last day,” is a 
splendid proof of her enlightened 
religion. Her profession of faith 
prompted a solemn asseveration on the 
part of Christ. Already in the great 
Eucharistic discourse at Capharnaum, 
He announced that it was “the will of 
the Father that sent me, that every one 
who seeth the Son and believeth in Him, 
may have life everlasting, and I will 
raise him up in the last day” (John 
vi: 40). Now, when the shadows of 
death were closing about His own per- 
son, He utters words which have been 
the stay and consolation of countless 
mourners all down the ages: “I am the 
resurrection and the life: he that be- 
lieveth im me, although he be dead, 
shall live” (John xi: 25). 

These stupendous words are heard all 
over the world wherever a Christian’s 
body is committed to the earth. They 
send a thrill through the least emo- 
tional as they are uttered while the 
wooden casket crunches down into the 
grave and comes to rest with a thud at 
the bottom. Presently the earth is 


shovelled into the cavity and only a 
low mound marks the spot where yet 
another human life has ended. To all 
appearances, all is over and another 
existence has faded out into the vast, 
dark void. 

Not so! “I am the resurrection and 
the life!” Jesus is the resurrection pre- 
cisely because He is the life. Stirred 
by a deep emotion caused by sympathy 
with the mourning sisters, love for the 
dead man, knowledge that what He was 
about to do would not win the faith and 
allegiance of all the spectators, Jesus 
moves toward the grave. He orders 
the removal of the stone that closed 
the opening of the cave. Martha, who 
had asked and hoped for a miracle, ex- 
periences a sudden revulsion of feeling. 
Death had been four days at its dread- 
ful work! But once more Jesus assures 
her that if she will but have faith she 
will see the glory of God, that is, a 
manifestation of the power of God. 
This was surely one of the most solemn 
moments in the life of the Son of God 
Incarnate. He was about to perform 
aii unprecedented miracle in the sight 
of a vast concourse of people, not all 
of whom were friendly. Raising tearful 
eyes to heaven, Jesus prays aloud. 
These people must know that He and 
the Father act in unison: “Because of 
the people who stand about have I said 
it, that they may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” By this time all eyes weré 
intensely focused upon the mouth of 
the cave now wide open. Raising His 
voice so as to be heard by the by- 
standers, and still more by the dead 
man whom He was summoning from the 
far sojourn of the dead, Jesus cried: 
“Lazarus, come forth!” And, wonder 
of wonders, “he that had been dead four 
days came forth, bound feet and hands 
with winding bands and his face bound 
about with a napkin,” 
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THE FINAL SUMMONING 


We are actually in presence of a 
double miracle. St. Augustine says that 
in his day there were those who won- 
dered how a body, tied feet and hands 
and with the face covered by a napkin, 
could come forth from that cave, while 
they did not wonder how a dead man 
could come back to life: “in utroque 
potentia Domini erat, non vires mor- 
tur.” Omnipotence recalled Lazarus 
from the land of the dead; omnipotence 
enabled him to move out of the grave 
though the funeral bands made move- 
ment impossible. The great Doctor 
then explains that Lazarus stands for 
those who are dead to God through 
grievous sin. Only God can forgive 
sin; hence the loud command to Laz- 
arus by which life returns to his body. 
The bands that impede movement and 
the napkin that blinds him are removed 
by the bystanders or surely by Martha 
and Mary. So is sin forgiven by God 
but through the ministry of the priests 
of the Church. 

Death is man’s last enemy, but its 
triumph is only for a time and, says St. 
Paul, it shall itself be destroyed in the 
end (I Cor. xv: 26), when, at the ter- 
mination of the drama of human exist- 
ence on this planet, Christ Himself will 
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summon the dead from wherever their 
dust may be resting: “the Lord himself 
will come down from heaven to sum- 
mon us, with an archangel crying aloud, 
and the trumpet of God sounding” (I 
Thess. xv: 15).? 

The raising of Lazarus, which cannot 
but have staggered those who witnessed 
it, was wrought by a simple act of the 
Savior’s will: “Lazarus, come forth!” 
In like manner, at a word of His, the 
earth and the sea shall give up their 
dead, but, whereas Lazarus was to un- 
dergo death a second time, the resur- 
rection of the world’s last day is a 
resurrection to an unending life. Our 
Lord’s own resurrection is an infallible 
guarantee of our future return to life, 
but the raising of Lazarus, by the power 
of Christ, is also, in its own measure 
and degree, a confirmation of our hopes 
of immortality. 

It was necessary, says St. Augustine, 
for our Lord to perform certain won- 
derful deeds during His sojourn on 
arth in order that these displays of 
power might lead us to have faith in 
Him and thus be prepared for that 
resurrection which is not unto judg- 
ment but unto life. 


‘Cf. Knox translation. 
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Homies FOR THE Monru 
Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By ANTHONY F. LA BAU, S.J. 





Second Sunday of Advent 


Precursors of God 


“Stir up our hearts, 0 Lord, to prepare the ways of Thine only begotten Son” 
(Prayer of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) John, the uncompromising 

(2) Precursors by example 

(3) When we compromise .. . 

(4) Conclusion: Judas and Pontius Pilate 

pointed out Christ in traitorous com- 

John the Baptist pointed 
Him out, too, and in a way which 
alone we must follow by our example. 


promise ; 


Picture a man of God, rugged and 
strong, standing on a hill beside a river, 
dressed roughly in a camel skin caught 
round his waist by a leather belt, and 
holding firmly with his left hand a 
traveler’s staff. Stern and clear-eyed, 
he is addressing a tiny gathering of 
men, his right arm raised directing their 
attention, his hand and fingers sharply 
pointing to a figure rapidly disappear- 
ing from view toward the neighboring 
desert. 


JOHN, THE UNCOMPROMISING 


The river was the River Jordan; the 
figure moving toward the desert was 
Christ at the start of His public life; 
the man of God was John the Baptist— 
and pointing toward Christ was his 
characteristic gesture. 

Of all the saints held up for our imita- 
tion, none did the work of living Christ 


more actively or more enthusiastically 
than did John the Baptist. 

John the Baptist prepared the way 
for Christ’s coming among men con- 
stantly and without pause. The first 
words quoted of him in the New Testa- 
ment are: “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” And every other 
word he said or action he performed re- 
peated the same command. John the 
Baptist announced Christ to everyone 
without compromise—to the crowd, the 
soldiers, the Pharisees of influence, 
Herod the ruler and those close to him. 
And he pointed out Christ to men un- 
selfishly. Sending his own followers to 
Christ, “He must increase,” he said, 
“and I must decrease.” He suffered 
prison and violent death rather than, 
sanction the sin of one adulterous 
woman. 

The world, the United States of 
America, this city, our own parish in 
1954 are more in need of the constant, 
uncompromising, unselfish work of John 
the Baptist than the Holy Land was at 
the time of the coming of Christ. Why? 

Because at that time Christ Himself 
was present in human form to touch the 
souls of people directly, by miracles of 
healing and comfort, and personally to 
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prepare them to accept His proffered 
grace. Today Christ works principally 
through human instruments. The gift 
of faith is offered still, but men must be 
prepared to receive it. Hearts must be 
touched, eyes must be opened, the value 
of the gift must be made apparent. And 
no one is in a better position to point 
out the importance of that gift than 
those who already possess it. 


PRECURSORS BY EXAMPLE 


If you who have the faith, cherish it; 
it will appear as something precious to 
those who still have to receive it. If 
you live according to its precepts with 
enthusiasm, if you follow the best means 
of protecting it, if it means more to 
you than anything else you have, if it 
makes your life happier and more 
pleasant, if it makes you different in a 
good way from those who do not have 
the faith, then its worth will be properly 
appreciated by those who know you; 
then they, too, will consider it as some- 
thing really worth possessing. If God 
offers them the priceless gift, they may 
accept it because you prepared the way 
for Christ in their souls. 

You are a working man in a large 
manufacturing plant; you are in a posi- 
tion easily to put an item or two in your 
pocket each day like many of your fel- 
low-workers do. It might amount to 
only a couple of dollars, and the bosses 
would never know. But you don’t do 
it because the material doesn’t belong 
to you. 

Maybe you are a boy in high school: 
sometimes the language gets pretty blue 
and sinful. You can repeat some of the 
things you’ve heard and win an un- 
wholesome laugh, or you can stand 
and simply listen to others. But you 
do neither. You walk quietly away be- 
cause that group is an occasion of sin 
for you. 
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Or, you’re a young mother in a group 
of young married women, discussing 
things one day. The topic starts with 
the price of coffee, but you know to 
what subject the conversation will so 
often lead. So you play your hand 
quickly and sweetly, remarking that 
Jim and yourself have great confidence 
in the lovely old proverb that “God 
never gives a mouth but that he gives a 
morsel to fill it.” 


WHEN WE COMPROMISE 


These are, in a way, small things, all, 
aren’t they? But each of them could 
well be the first Catholic sermon your 
non-Catholic friends will ever hear, the 
first Catholic book he will ever read, 
the very first argument in favor of the 
Catholic Church that will ever affect 
him. Each of these actions could well 
prepare the way for Christ in a soul 
soon to be offered the great gift of faith, 
or it might prepare the way for Christ 
to win back a straying heart already 
His by Baptism. 

What a dreadful thing if ever, by a 
contrary action, you might place an ob- 
stacle in the way of Christ’s coming 
to a soul. God forbid! The tendency 
for most of you today is not that you 
will consistently give bad example in 
your Catholic lives, but that you may 
be inclined on occasion to compromise. 
For instance, you never violate the law 
of abstinence—except, perhaps, when 
you’re out demonstrating your sales 
item, say a car, to a prospective cus- 
tomer on a Friday evening and he sug- 
gests talking prices over a steak sand- 
wich! Or you normally avoid the long 
drinking session after work—but the 
office Christmas Party—that’s different. 
Or, you ordinarily follow the Legion of 
Decency pledge—but just this one C 
movie that this particular boy friend 
suggests. ... 
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The person who in circumstances like 
these would permit himself an occa- 
sional lapse from the code of right con- 
duct is usually the victim of one of two 
considerations (neither of which has 
Christ as its object): selfishness or a 
misguided respect for the feelings of 
others. 

How foolish can we be? As though 
we could ever be really happy with a 
gain we have made for ourselves at the 
expense of injuring Christ by sin! As 
though we could ever permit a com- 
mand of God Himself to yield to the 
whim or desire of some casual friend 
or partner in a business operation. 


THREE MEN POINTED OUT CHRIST 


During the lifetime of Christ on 
earth, three men pointed Him out. 

One man, an intimate of Christ, close 
to Him and favored much by Him, an 
Apostle, went to the enemies of Christ 
and said to them: “Whomsoever I kiss, 
that is He; lay hold of Him and lead 
Him safely away” (Mark xiv: 44, 45). 
That man was Judas Iscariot—and he 
pointed Christ out to gain thirty pieces 
of silver! Every time we give bad ex- 
ample through selfishness, we are point- 
ing our finger as Iscariot did. 

Another man, a Roman Governor, 
presided over the trial of Christ and 
saw in his heart that Christ was being 
falsely accused by His enemies. Con- 


vinced of His innocence, he would have 
released Christ. But the accusers re- 
minded him that releasing Christ would 
displease higher officials. Pontius Pilate 
was a man trying to go places. Why 
incur the displeasure of his superiors in 
Rome? He would compromise with 
justice just this once. And so he 
marched the tortured, scourged Christ 
out before the seething crowd, pointed 
Him out with the poignant words “Be- 
hold the man,” and delivered Him up 
for the unjust crucifixion. Each time 
we give bad example through com- 
promise, we are pointing as Pilate did. 

John the Baptist, rugged and strong, 
dressed roughly in a course camel skin, 
holding firmly a traveler’s staff, kept 
his right arm constantly raised to direct 
the attention of men to Christ—in order 
to prepare the way of Christ among 
men. Each time we enthusiastically do 
a right thing, each time we courageously 
refuse to do a wrong thing, each time 
we observe with fidelity and zeal the 
divine laws and the precepts of the 
Church in the frank and open profes- 
sion of our religion, without considera- 
tion of self-interest or the improper ob- 
jections of people, we do the work of 
John the Baptist; in this way we make 
of our lives a blessed and fruitful ad- 
vent, a time of preparation for the com- 
ing of Christ into our souls and the 
souls of others. 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 


Value of Sanctifying Grace 


“ ... we beseech Thee that Thou... 


will grant us also by her intercession to 


come to Thee pure in heart” (Prayer of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 


(1) We cannot conceive God’s Mother 


otherwise. 
(2) Sanctifying grace and ourselves 
(3) Theological virtues 


(4) Cardinal virtues 

(5) Conclusion: Only as we love Mary 
shall we rejoice with Mary Immacu- 
late, thus set apart from all members 
of the human race. 
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About ten years ago Hollywood gave 
before the world a beautiful tribute to 
our Lady in the picture, The Song 
of Bernadette. It was, as you recall, a 
reverent portrayal of the apparitions 
of the Blessed Virgin at Lourdes, and at 
the very start of the picture there 
fiashed quietly on the sereen: 

“To one who believes, no explanation 

of Lourdes is necessary ; 

To one who doesn’t, no explanation 

is possible.” 

Something the same may be said of 
our joy today over the tremendous fact 
of Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception. 
To those to whom God’s Mother means 
but little, so will this, her greatest feast; 
for only as we love Mary shall we re- 
joice with Mary Immaculate. And to 
those of us whose simple faith in Mary 
has been strengthened by experience of 
her favors, to those of us who have a 
warm devotion to her as our Mother, 
to all of us who consider her our own 
very special intercessor in Heaven, to 
each one of us who credits to her ma- 
ternal solicitude all the blessings given 
us: by her Son, this most singular of 
Our Lady’s honors will bring deep, 
interior happiness. 


WE CONNOT CONCEIVE 
GOD’S MOTHER OTHERWISE 


To one who doesn’t believe, no ex- 
planation of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion is possible. To one who does be- 
lieve, no explanation is really necessary, 
for it seems merely logical, doesn’t it, 
and fitting that Jesus Christ should 
have had such a Mother as would be 
worthy of Him as far as possible; and 
she would not have been thus worthy if, 
contaminated by the hereditary stain, 
even only for the first moment of her 
conception, she had been subject to the 
abominable power of Satan.”! And 


* Fulgens Corona, Sept. 8, 1953. 
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what would the angelic salutation, 
‘Hail Mary, full of Grace,” have pos- 
sibly meant if this chosen creature of 
God had ever for an instant been sepa- 
rated from God by such guilt? 

Today is the one-hundredth anniver- 
sary of the solemn declaration of Our 
Lady’s Immaculate Conception as an 
article of faith; it is also the closing 
day of the Marian Year proclaimed by 
our beloved Holy Father as a fitting 
commemoration of this centenary. 

He himself warned us just a little 
more than a year ago that this Marian 
Year ought constantly remind us to 
conform our lives, as far as possible, to 
the example of the Blessed Virgin. His 
Holiness urged that our devotion to 
Mary consist not in mere words, not in 
the weak and transitory affection of a 
moment, but that it be something sin- 
cere, true and efficacious. And he 
pointed out that it will be that only if 
it leads us to the quest in our own lives 
of solid virtue.” 


SANCTIFYING GRACE 

AND OURSELVES 

To seek solid virtue, we must, first of 
all, try as strenuously as we can to 
avoid sin in every form. We must try 
to imitate the one dominant quality in 
the life of Our Lady—her sinlessness. 

Mortal sin is a turning away from 
God, and that is death for our soul. 
Sinlessness is union with God and that 
is wonderful new life for our soul. This 
new life for our soul we call “sanctify- 
ing grace.”’ 

It is the most important gift Almighty 
God has ever given you, my dear 
people. It is a mark of His special 
favor. It is something you could not 
have earned, could not have claimed by 
right, something God freely gave you, 
and which, once conferred by Him, you 
need simply accept to possess. 


* Tbid., passim. 
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We call it sanctifying grace because 
of what it does: it makes our souls 
holy. Removing the guilt of original sin 
or actual sin, this special gift of God 
transforms our souls entirely, elevating 
them beyond our ordinary human na- 
ture and making them sharers in the 
very nature of God Himself. 


THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES 


The three gifts of faith, hope and 
charity are given us and stay with us 
while we are in the state of sanctifying 
grace. If you or someone dear to you 
are suffering great pain in a long ill- 
ness, such as cancer or arthritis, are you 
tempted to wonder sometimes if there 
is a God who really knows this is hap- 
pening? The virtue of supernatural 
faith is there in your soul to remind you 
that actually God is close by with His 
strengthening grace. The same faith 
shone in Our Lady’s life especially on 
its darkest day when she stood beside 
her dying Son on Calvary and adored 
the divinity in Him. 

Have you put off going to confession 
because a certain sinful weakness of 
yours has happened again and you won- 
der if ever you can possibly avoid this 
sin and save your soul? Go humbly 
into the confessional and come out with 
sanctifying grace and the virtue of hope 
that will make you realize that with 
God’s help, which you have, everything 
is possible. The same hope constantly 
shone in Our Lady’s life, especially on 
its darkest day when she bore her dead 
Son’s body to a tomb and never doubted 
for a moment that He would rise again 
in three days as He had said. 

Is some unwholesome human emo- 
tion, like hatred of someone, or illicit 
love of someone, a constant obstacle to 
your wholehearted service of God? 
With sanctifying grace you have the 
supernatural virtue of charity in you, 


uniting you with God’s will and estab- 
lishing God as the supreme object of all 
your actions and affections. The same 
charity constantly shone in Our Lady’s 
life, especially on its darkest day when 
she watched men nail her Son to a cross 
and with breaking heart joined Him in 
the words “Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do.” 


CARDINAL VIRTUES 


Sometimes, my dear people, for all 
our good intentions in our Christian liv- 
ing, human weakness gets the better of 
us and we allow ourselves to be tricked 
by Satan into offending God. Yet, 
when our souls are in sanctifying grace, 
we have right within us safeguards 
against this deception and strength to 
bolster the frailty of our human nature. 
Sanctifying grace pours into our souls 
the four cardinal or pivitol virtues of 
prudence, temperance, fortitude and 
justice, to enlighten our minds and 
strengthen our wills, aiding us to see 
what is right—and to do it. 

Humanly speaking, a certain plan of 
action might seem to us wise and sen- 
sible—but the virtue of prudence points 
out with brilliant clarity the bearing 
of this conduct upon our ultimate sal- 
vation. For example, a young married 
couple might think it better to establish 
a house, fashionably located and sub- 
stantially furnished, before establishing 
a home. Prudence enlightens their 
minds and shows them that keeping the 
laws of God will reward them with eter- 
nal blessings, and even temporal bless- 
ings, far more precious than the largest 
television set or the finest refrigerator 
or the latest car. 

Humanly speaking, a certain pleasant 
action, like attending a suggestive movie 
seems too hard to avoid. Temperance, 
right within you as a habit, if, please 


God, you are in the state of sanctify- 
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ing grace, gives you the extra little push 
your good intention needs; then you 
vancel the plan to attend that picture. 
Another action, like attending Mass on 
a cold Sunday morning, seems, humanly 
speaking, too hard to perform. The 
Christian virtue of fortitude, that is al- 
ways right within you with sanctifying 
grace, gives you the extra something 
your will needs at that moment—and off 
you go to Mass. An opportunity arises 
for you, when you are a customer in a 
shop to take advantage of another 
person’s mistake. The virtue of justice 


helps you to resist the chance 
respect the rights of others. 

Everything that our Blessed Mother 
is, and everything she ever did, have 
their fullest explanation in this, that, 
from the first moment of her concep- 
tion, her soul was never without God’s 
gift of sanctifying grace. We ask her 
today on her feast to make us ever more 
aware of the power of this gift which 
we too have received from God, that 
with it we may one day be happy with 
the Immaculate Mother and her Son 
forever in Heaven. 


and you 





Third Sunday of Advent 


Christian Joy 


. and bring light to the darkness of our minds by the grace of Thy visitation” 
(Prayer of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Having a good time vs. being happy 

(2) A good conscience—requisite for happi- 
ness 

(3) To heaven by crosses 

(4) Conclusion: Ours should be the great 
happiness which must have _ been 
Simon of Cyrene’s—knowledge that 
he lifted up the back part of Christ’s 


cruel-cross. 


Recently in a ward of a large city 
hospital, a scene took place which 
poignantly illustrates the meaning of 
the opening words of today’s Mass. 

Picture yourself in the surgery ward; 
you are standing at the foot of a cur- 
tained-off bed. The contorted shape 
of the neck-to-toe plaster cast lying on 
the bed almost keeps you from realizing 
for a moment that inside that crooked 
little cast is the crooked little under- 
developed body of the eight-year-old 
girl you had come to see. On one side 
of the bed stand the parents, anxiously 


waiting for the first sign that the ether 
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is wearing off; opposite them is the 
child’s well-dressed, well-jeweled aunt, 
a little over-painted and a little over- 
fed. 

Some few minutes later out in the 
corridor the child’s aunt speaks to you: 
“You know, I used to think that the 
difference between my poor sister and 
me was that I got all the good breaks 
out of life and she gets all the bad ones. 
But as we stood in there beside Peggy’s 
bed just now, I saw the real difference: 
my sister, despite all her trouble, has 
genuine happiness; and I’ve just been 
having a good time.” 


HAVING A GOOD TIME 
VS. BEING HAPPY 


Today is Gaudete Sunday. The 
opening words of this morning’s Mass, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always,” will mean 
nothing to us as Christians, if we do not 
understand the full significance of what 
it means to be happy and how real hap- 


THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 





piness differs from merely having a 
good time. 

Having a good time depends entirely 
on things. Do you have money? Do 
you have good health? Do people con- 
sider you good-looking? Do you have 
a sparkling personality? Usually these 
things are not matters we can control, 
so having a good time isn’t always a 
certainty. Even when we do have it, 
it can pass very quickly. Your health 
can change. Your money can go. Fair- 
weather friendships never last. And 
a sparkling personality, though good, 
is about as substantial and as perma- 
nent and as dependable as any sparkle 
ean be. 

But Christian happiness is in every 
way the opposite. You can count on it. 
It isn’t an off-again on-again thing, but 
it endures permanently in your heart 
as long as you want it to. It isn’t an 
accident ‘and it isn’t small. Happiness 
for a Christian is huge and tremendous, 
great enough to fill even a broken-heart 
in the worst circumstances. For the 
joy we speak of in this morning’s Mass 
doesn’t depend on things that vary or 
that come and go. It depends only on 
God who is always there and who can 
never change. 

Perhaps you are a mother worried 
terribly over the physical safety of 
your boy in the service somewhere in 
the world? Are you more than a little 
anxious about the friends your teen-age 
son or daughter spends so much time 
with? Are you fearful over some hid- 
den symptom in the condition of your 
own health? Is someone you love the 
victim of an incurable illness and must 
you stand helplessly by and watch the 
suffering? 

Or are you the father of a family, and 
is your job in danger because of the 
selfishness or meanness or influence of 
another worker? Do you have some 


hidden defect in your own character 
make-up that causes people to be con- 
stantly annoyed with you? Do you 
have high aspirations and ambitions 
that would benefit your family if only 
you could get the one opportunity that 
never quite seems to materialize? 

Are you a man beyond the prime of 
life with financial problems and _ not 
much hope of successful job-hunting 
at your age? Are you a lady who, after 
many years of unselfish devotion to 
someone, now find your dearest friends 
all gone and your young friends or rela- 
tives very busy or not very interested? 

Are you a man or woman well-gifted 
with the good things of life, with no 
great problems at present and no serious 
worries, and has it occurred to you that 
you, too, have merely been having a 
good time out of your life? 

Then this Gaudete Sunday morning 
the words of the Mass are addressed 
directly to you: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.” And you can. 

All that is required is that you 
simply have the right attitude on two 
existing facts: first, you are a creature 
of God; secondly, you are a member of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. 


A GOOD CONSCIENCE— 
REQUISITE FOR HAPPINESS 


You are creatures of God. He made 
you. You depend on Him. Therefore, 
He has rights over you which you must 
respect. And this respect of yours for 
the rights of God the Creator consti- 
tute what we call a good conscience— 
without which the slightest shadow of 
Christian happiness is completely im- 
possible. One of those rights which 
God has over you is the right to put 
you on probation—which is precisely 
the present condition of our entire lives. 
You were destined for amazing rewards 
in Heaven, but, first, God must see to 
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it that you can prove yourselves by 
passing certain trials. Adversity is 
one of these. Adversity—best of all 
human conditions—reminds us that we 
have not heaven yet, merely the valley 
of tears that is the prelude to it. Best 
of all human conditions, adversity 
points out to us that we are travelers 
in a land of darkness, and in the dark- 
ness we see most clearly the quick and 
frequent flashes of God’s grace which 
lights the way. 


TO HEAVEN BY CROSSES 


As members of the Roman Catholic 
Chureh, you are members of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ. You are parts of 
Christ. And from that it follows that 
suffering is no accident for you, but 
rather the obligation of your profession 
as Catholics. For Christ came down 
to earth to pay a terrible debt of pun- 
ishment for man’s sin. And the way 
He picked to pay that debt was through 
suffering. Wherefore, in Gethsemani 


and along the sorrowful Way of the 
Cross and up the killing slope of Cal- 
vary and atop Golgotha, the whole 
beaten Body of Christ groaned in pain. 
So it will to the end of our time and we 
shall groan in pain with it, for we are 
all parts of the suffering Christ. 

Infirmities do not destroy happiness. 
Little by little, as our will is conformed 
freely to the will of Christ, as His pur- 
pose becomes gradually our purpose, 
happiness will consume the infirmities. 
Then will our joy be the same inner 
satisfaction that Christ and His sor- 
rowful Mother had in always doing 
the will of God. 

In Jerusalem on Good Friday only 
one person closely connected with the 
death of Christ had substantial cause 
for real joy. That man was Simon of 
Cyrene; he could be happy for all his 
days in the knowledge that on one 
afternoon in that crowded ‘city he 
alone took upon his back part of the 
cruel cross of Christ. 


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


Repentance—Only Preparation for Christmas 


“... that, by the help of Thy grace, that which is hindered by our sins may be 
hastened by Thy merciful forgiveness” (Prayer of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) We may so easily lose the dread of 
mortal sin. 

(2) Mortal sin makes good newsprint copy. 

(3) Love of God and fear of God 

(4) The mercy of God, thank God! 

(5) Conclusion: Has the holiday spirit re- 
moved from us that repentance alone 
is the true preparation for the com- 
ing of Him who brings us freedom 
from Satan’s hold? 


The annual flood of Christmas-card 
mail is close to its high point; radio 
and television are filling the air with 
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insistent dreams of a “White Christ- 
mas”; the fattened advertising sections 
of the Sunday newspapers today are 
carefully warning us that there are 
only five more shopping days before 
Christmas. Advent is almost over. 
And quietly this morning the liturgy 
of the Mass makes a final effort to stir 
up our hearts to the essential purpose 
of this penitential season. 

The whole point of Christmas is 
simply that Christ was born our Re- 
deemer, born to win pardon from God 


FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 





for the guilt of the sin that Adam and 
Eve passed on to all of us. And the 
whole purpose of Advent is merely 
that we, who have enjoyed the fruits 
of the Redemption, may perpetuate it 
in our own lives by penance and re- 
pentance and abhorrence of all our sins. 


WE MAY SO EASILY LOSE 

THE DREAD OF MORTAL SIN 

Mortal sin caused the creation of 
the eternal fires of Hell. Mortal sin 
turned an Archangel into Satan. Mor- 
tal sin angered a good God in Paradise. 
Mortal sin nailed Christ to a cross on 
Calvary. What is mortal sin that it 
could have such terrible power? Mor- 
tal sin, my dear people, is the most 
dreadful weapon in the world, more 
powerful than the mightiest bomb, be- 
cause with it, with no more exertion 
than a thought takes, you can offend 
Almighty God Himself. 

If it were not so tragic a thing, mor- 
tal sin would be almost ludicrous! Im- 
agine the picture: Almighty God, 
Ruler of the Universe, holding in His 
sustaining hand a tiny human soul, 
your soul, produced from nothing by 
the miracle of creation and kept from 
returning to nothing by God’s love 
alone; and from that tiny soul, your 
soul, held in the very hand of Almighty 
God, a determined shout of disobedi- 
ence is raised; dependent creature 
screaming shrill defiance at the loving 
God who made you. 

While mortal sin is the most tragic 
thing in the world, at the same time 
one of the greatest dangers we are ex- 
posed to is that we may so easily lose 
the dread of it. There is the constant 
fear that, living amid all the overturned 
values of our day, we may ourselves 
upset the very, very delicate discern- 
ment there must be in our own con- 
sciences between what is right and 
What is not right. 


MORTAL SIN MAKES 

GOOD NEWSPRINT COPY 

Merchants today have said we live 
in a “conniving world.” Businessmen 
call today’s competition “the jungle.” 
How much flaunted indecency do we 
have to read about in the papers be- 
fore we begin to consider the publicity 
as wrong as the indecency? How 
inany moving picture divorces do we 
have to see vividly acted out and fol- 
lowed by another “marriage,” either on 
the screen or in real life, before we 
start to forget that many of these first 
so-called divorces are followed by lives 
of outright mortal sin? How much sug- 
gestive modern reading does a young 
person have to do before impurity in 
thought or action loses the power of 
revulsion which it ought to have for a 
well-formed conscience? How long 
does a girl have to wear daring fash- 
ions before she forgets why Christ said 
the terrible thing He did about those 
who give deliberate scandal? 

LOVE OF GOD AND FEAR OF GOD 


Two things will help keep habit or 
custom or familiarity from ever making 
sin lose its sinfulness to you: love of 
God for what He is and for what He 
has done for you; fear of God for what 
Ife can do to you. 

God is Infinite Love. In His good- 
ness He created each of you individ- 
ually that you might contemplate His 
Goodness and share His Glory in 
Heaven for all eternity. To enhance 
vour part in this divine plan, He gave 
you wonderful powers of intellect and 
will, dignifying your acceptance of 
Him by a full knowledge of His pur- 
pose and by the power to consent to it 
freely. See yourself coldly and ab- 
solutely saying “No!” to that loving 
plan of God by a violent misuse of 
your free will. That is what your mor- 
tal sin did—nothing one whit less! 
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This loving God sent His beloved 
Son to earth to redeem you, to pay 
your debt of punishment for the guilt 
of both original sin and your personal 
sins. Do you see that lovely Christ in 
the Garden of Gethsemani, heartsick 
and agonized? Look upon Him on Cal- 
vary, thorn-crowned and whipped and 
crucified! See the maternal heart of 
Mary broken in sympathy with Him 
beneath the cross! That is what your 
mortal sin did. These are not words 
of mine; they are facts! 

A just God, disobeyed by His crea- 
tures, promised strict judgment and 
terrible punishment for all who offended 
Him. See your own soul, alone, sepa- 
rated from God’s love now, and still 
defying the Omnipotence of God. See 
a wrathful God, full of justice, pointing 
at you and saying, “Depart from me, 
you cursed, into everlasting fire!”’ 


THE MERCY OF GOD, THANK GOD! 


But, thank God, through His mercy 
that dreadful sentence need never be 
pronounced over your soul. Instead, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ who 
took upon himself the guilt of our sins, 
you need simply enter a confessional 
and kneel before a priest. After you 
have sincerely mentioned your sins and 


expressed your sorrow for them and 
promised to take means to avoid them 
in the future, you will hear that whis- 
pered voice of the priest blessing you 
and pronouncing over you the wonder- 
ful words that will absolve your soul 
from those sins forever. You will leave 
the confessional a different person, for 
either sanctifving grace will be restored 
to your soul or you will be receiving : 
And, with sancti- 
fying grace, you will be again united 
to the Source of All Life. 

There are six more days of Advent 
left in which to prepare your soul for 
the arrival of the Infant Christ. Has 


new increase of it. 


Advent and the constant urging of the 


Chureh these weeks sharpened your 
spirit of repentance for sin? Delay no 
longer. Start again this very moment 
and during the rest of this Mass. At 
the Consecration when the pure white 
Body of Christ is raised aloft for you to 
adore, ask Him to fill your heart with 
a grateful love for His goodness and 
a holy fear of His justice that sin may 
never again separate you from Him. 
And at the Communion, when Christ 
comes down to the altar rail, beg Him 
for a proper habit of gratefulness for 
His coming among us and redeeming 
us from the guilt of our sins. 


Christmas Day 


Vitalizing Presence of Jesus in Our Lives 


“é 


... that we may show forth in our deeds that which by faith shineth in our 


minds” (Prayer of the Second Mass). 


OUTLINE: 


(1) If we were there! 

(2) Christmas—with a capital “C.” 

(3) “Domine, non sum dignus.” 

(4) Conclusion: This is the gift of Christ- 
mas; peace, not as the world gives it, 
but the peace of a joyous heart, gen- 

mother, 


crous as a devoted as «a 


guardian spouse, simple as a child. 
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Now that all the demanding prepara- 
tions for this lovely feast of Christmas 
are finished, look into the cave of Beth- 
lehem the night on which Christ was 
born. There you will find the true 
peace which your heart wants. Peace 
will light the shadows and soften the 
highlights as you look into the little 
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CHRISTMAS DAY 





eave on the midnight hill outside the 
city. Peace will delicately tone the 
colors there enrapturing our Lady’s 
smile of joy and softening Joseph’s 
strong expression of confidence. Peace 
will mellow the charming helplessness 
of omnipotence lying on the straw—and 
it will refresh and comfort you, too; 
for this peace of Bethlehem is joyful 
and tender and lovable, the peace of a 
young Virgin Mother and a fatherly 
man and a tiny child, warmed by quiet 
animals, adored by wide-eyed shep- 
herds, lullabied by countless angels, in 
a nursery-cave lighted by a special star. 





IF WE WERE THERE! 


Actually it is not too easy at all for 
us to understand exactly what was that 
peace of Christ and of the first Christ- 
mas. The trouble is with ourselves be- 
haven’t waited patiently 
through long years for the coming of 
Christ. We didn’t bear a lifetime of 
anxiety awaiting the Promised One of 
God. Fear never gripped our hearts as 
the heavy years of our time passed 
slowly on. Grim despair never left us 
cold as hope of a Savior went unful- 
filled in our day. 

Do you remember D-Day in France 
some ten years ago, when the world 
held its breath beside the radio in a 
terrible vigil of waiting for news? If 
you had a man anywhere in England 
that day, you know intimately that 
waiting helplessly for important news 
twists and pains the heart. 

But for all its heart-rending poign- 
ancy, that terrible crisis of D-Day 
Was as nothing compared to the ago- 
nizing vigil of many centuries that men 
spent awaiting the good news of the 
arrival of the Prince of Peace whose 
feast we commemorate so lovingly to- 
day. 


‘ause We 


We never felt, as the great men of 


the Old Testament felt when tempta- 
tion was very near and subtle, that our 
God was a hidden God, hidden in a 
cloud and far off. We never spent 
years in darkness of mind amid the 
idolatries of a nation, feeling that God 
was too mighty for us to approach with 
our terrible human weaknesses. When 
sin and failure come to us and we feel 
deep remorse, we never may complain 
that our God is too angry to grant us 
pardon. In sorrow and discourage- 
ment when we distrust ourselves and 
our lonely lot, we never may consider 
God too eloquent for our halting speech 
as those men did who awaited God’s 
pardon for the sin of Adam before the 
Birth of Christ. 

For without the expectation of the 
centuries and all the anxiety that ex- 
pectaney brought to men bereft of 
grace, we have had constantly with us 
the Child of Christmas, Omnipotence 
in an Infant, closely at hand, approach- 
able, lovable. For God in His wisdom 
and mercy has let a new light of love 
shine on the eyes of our souls. By His 
having becoming visible to man, we 
may the more easily be carried upward 
to the love of things invisible. And 
that, if we but realize it, is one reason 
why we shall find a welcome peace 
this lovely Christmas morning as we 
look quietly into the star-lit cave of 
Bethlehem and contemplate God Him- 
self. ‘ 

CHRISTMAS—WITH A CAPITAL “C” 


The most powerful cause for peace 
within our souls at Christmas is the 
fundamental fact that Christ on that 
first Christmas was born as man to 
make us as God. The Incarnation and 
Nativity of Christ began the restoration 
to us of the immeasurable gift which 
Adam and Eve had lost for us by sin— 
the real and close participation in the 
very nature of God. 
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What does this sharing in the divine 
nature mean for us? It means that at 
our Baptism we were given two won- 
drous gifts freely by God: the first was 
sanctifying grace which made us new 
men; the second was the indwelling 
within our very souls of the Sacred 
Trinity which made us temples of God. 

Sanctifying grace, in addition to the 
habits of virtue which it pours into our 
souls, makes us the adopted sons of 
God. And, as adopted children, we are 
heirs of our Father’s goods. And this 
means simply that while we remain in 
the state of sanctifying grace, we may 
merit eternal life by the performance 
of good and meritorious actions. What 
a tremendous privilege God has_ be- 
stowed on sinners! What a privilege, 
too, for us to realize that we carry in 
our souls in grace, God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, who con- 
stantly by their Presence vitalize our 
lives with illuminations for our mind 
and inspirations for our will. What a 
‘ause for peace within us this Christ- 
mas morning as we look quietly into 
the cave at Bethlehem and see there 
the Divine Child who rebuilt our fallen 
nature! 

And dignified it by taking it upon 
Himself! This Child lying in a man- 
ger is God! God, clothed in human 
form, having all the perfections of the 
divine nature and mysteriously com- 
bining them with the perfections of a 
perfect man. Jesus, the God-Man, 
giving us an example to show us how 
to sanctify the actions of our souls and 
bodies. Christ the Redeemer and 
Christ the Model of manhood. 


“DOMINE, NON SUM DIGNUS.” 


Sometimes as we gaze upon a new 
born infant we may wonder, if ever 
we can draw our mind away from the 


charm of it, what its future will be, 
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what kind of person will it grow to be. 
Looking into the crib of the Christ 
Child, we need make no such conjec- 
ture. We know what Christ became. 
We know as certainly as we know the 
events of last week that the Child of 
Bethlehem was the most majestic, the 
most appealing, the most inspiring man 
that ever walked on earth. And He 
was that because He was God and be- 
cause He wished to leave us a pattern 
by which we might live our lives. 

All through the list of human emo- 
tions, Christ showed us the way. Have 
you, my dear friends, been fearful of 
life? Christ knelt one night in a gar- 
den and sweated blood in fear for what 
He would do tomorrow. Grief? He 
wept bitter tears over the death of a 
friend Lazarus. Anger? He flashed 
sharp words at hypocrites and at those 
who dishonored the temple. Sympa- 
thy? He showed His loving compas- 
sion in a thousand miracles of healing. 

And have you been tired with labor? 
Christ frequently was worn out by 
journeying. Have you been disap- 
pointed in the disloyalty of friends? 
One of Christ’s closest companions be- 
trayed him with a kiss. Have you met 
hostility where you ought not to have 
met it? Those responsible for the 
spiritual care of the people were Christ's 
bitterest opponents. Have you made 
demands on your friends in time of op- 
position, and quietly yearned for satis- 
faction in every victory? Christ did 
just the reverse: in His hour of Easter 
triumph, He thought only of His 
friends, and He appeared to them to 
quiet their fears; in defeat He thought 
only of His enemies, praying through 
tortured lips, “Father forgive them, 
they know not what they do.” 


WHAT PEACE DO WE REALLY SEEK? 


Have you looked in vain for a leader 
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FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN 





among the great men of the world? 
Here, right in the straw of the manger 
is the most thrilling leader our world 
has ever known, who preached and 
practised a social doctrine that could 
cure the ills of any age. 

You and I, all of us want hope and 
peace of heart and soul this morning— 
but it must be Christ’s peace, the peace 
He brought us on that night of stars 
in Bethlehem and left with us on a 
night of tears in Jerusalem just before 
He died. May the peace of Christ be 
within you; may there be your God 
dwelling within your soul. 

Look once more, I ask you, look into 
the star-lit cave where Mary the Virgin, 
with a total absence of worldly things 


could hold against her pure heart the 
Lord of the Universe—as we ourselves 
shall do in Holy Communion in a few 
minutes; look over where Joseph and 
the shepherds adoringly watch over a 
tiny crib—as we do here in the Presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament; see how 
Jesus-Child came small and loving to 
men—as He will again on our altar 
when the consecration bell rings. 

For this is the message of Christmas: 
Peace to men of good will! Peace, 
not as the world gives it, but the peace 
of a joyous heart, generous as a Mother, 
devoted as a guardian spouse, simple 
as a child. 

God love you 








and a Merry Christ- 
mas! 


Feast of St. Stephen 


Praying for Your Persecutors 


“To imitate what we venerate, that we may learn to love even our enemies” 
(Prayer of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Our legacy of persecution. 

(2) Church, not a geographical concept. 

(3) Conclusion: The test of the spirit of 
the Crucified is in the neighborhood, 
the office, even the home long before 
it is faced by the program of Red 
Russia. 


Whether you look across the Atlantic 
and the Pacific to consider the tremen- 
dous power that is massed behind the 
Iron Curtain against God and religion, 
or whether you contemplate merely the 
coldness and hostility that so character- 
ize the smug attitude toward spiritual 
things of so many of our contemporaries 
here in our own land, you will agree 
that the Church of Christ at the close 
of 1954 is suffering persecution. 


And for this there is cause not for 
sadness, but for alarm. Christ foretold 
that His Church would meet with hard- 
ship and agony. In the words of this 
morning’s Gospel, which form part of 
the harshest attack made by Christ 
upon the Scribes and Pharisees, He 
said: ; 

“And now, behold, I am _ sending 

prophets and wise men and men of 

learning to preach to you; some of 
them you will put to death and cru- 
cify; some you will scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute from city 
to city” (Matt. xxili: 24). 
Within a very short time those enemies 
of Christ had put Him to death. And 
just several months later, Stephen, the 
saint whose feast we celebrate this 
morning, became the first in a long 


151 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





column of Christians who shed their 
blood as witnesses to Christ. 


OUR LEGACY OF PERSECUTION 


We need never fear persecution, how- 
ever violent, for what it may do to the 
Church. We have the assurance ‘given 
by Christ to Peter that He would be 
with the Church all days and that the 
gates of Hell would not prevail against 
it. And we have the proof of history 
that persecution actually causes the 
Church to grow in numbers. 

We should fear for what it may do to 
tle members, however. For spirtuality 
cannot be nourished and grow properly 
when schools and churches and books 
are destroyed, when bishops and priests 
and sisters are put under house-arrest 
or banished to the hills and concentra- 
tion camps—or murdered. 

We should fear persecution most of 
all for what it does to the persecutors 
themselves. Christ feared precisely 
that. It moved Him to utter one of the 
most heart-rending sentences recorded 
in the New Testament: 


“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, still murder- 
ing the prophets, and stoning the 
messengers that are sent to thee, how 
often have I been ready to gather 
thy children together, as a _ hen 
gathers her chickens under her wings; 
and thou didst refuse it” (Matt. 
xxill: 37). 
For Christ came down to earth to re- 
deem all men from sin. And what are 
the persecutors of the Church but most 
hardened sinners? For them the Good 
Shepherd most willingly would give 
His life; they are so in need of saving. 
And that is the reason why on Golgotha, 
when heartless men threw a cross down 
on the ground and started to nail Christ 
to it, He forgot for a moment the pain 
that was in His hands for the pain that 
was in His Heart; and He prayed 
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‘of the Church should be a 


“Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do.” 

Now if these men’s souls meant so 
much to Christ at a time like that, then 
certainly the modern day persecutors 
‘ause of 
great concern for us. 


THE CHURCH IS NOT 
A GEOGRAPHICAL CONCEPT 


Let us not try to excuse ourselves with 
the shameful plea that the persecution 
of the Church today is too far away for 
us to be bothered about it. Would it 
not be a foolish thing for a person to 
say that an injury in his own foot is 
no concern of his because it is so far 
away from the rest of him? 

The fact of the Mystical Body of 
Christ gives us, of this day and of this 
place, a very grave concern in the 
sufferings our Church is undergoing in 
any place in the entire world. For 
Christ is the Church; when it is perse- 
cuted, He is persecuted. There is no 
metaphor here, my dear friends. We 
must realize that when the Roman 
Catholic Church is tortured by terrible 
crucifixion in Red Russia today, Christ 
Himself is thereby being tortured. 

Today we celebrate the feast of St. 
Stephen, the first martyr, whose violent 
death took place just a few months 
after the death of Christ. Unjustly 
accused, as Christ was, maligned and 
lied about by false witnesses, his death 
was by stoning, outside the city of 
Jerusalem. And as the cutting, crush- 
ing stones and rocks were hurled upon 
him, Stephen cried aloud, “Lord, do not 
count this sin against them.” And 
Stephen’s prayer was answered, too, 
for in the little crowd of raging men 
who stood by screaming for his murder 
was a young man whose name was 
Saul (Acts vii: 57, 59). 

Pray then for your persecutors. 


Se 














The Birth of the Savwor 


By the RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


Cr iitines? the religion textbooks 
for the third year of high school, gives 
the second chapter of its unit on the 
Life of Christ to the story of the birth 
of the Savior. It is generally conceded 
that the calculation of the first year of 
the Christian year is erroneous, and 
our author places the birth of Jesus in 
the year 7 B.C. At that time the en- 
tire world known to the Romans was 
at peace. The ruler Augustus was a 
powerful monarch and his people came 
to look upon him as a god and dedicated 
temples in his honor. This rare period 
of peace the promised Redeemer, the 
Prince of Peace, chose for His advent 
into the world. John the Baptist, His 
precursor, was to go before Him to 
prepare men for His coming. 

John came into the world as the son 
of Zachary and Elizabeth. He is called 
“the Baptist” either because he taught 
a new rite of baptism by divine au- 
thority, a baptism of repentance, or 
because he baptized Jesus, as related 
by three of the Evangelists, Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. 


“The annunciation of the birth of 
John by the Angel Gabriel to Zach- 
ary in the temple, his miraculous 
conception and sanctification in the 
womb of Elizabeth, his circumcision 
and the imposition of his name in 
accordance with the command of the 
angel, are recorded in the first chap- 
ter of St. Luke’s Gospel. He was a 
priest, being the son of Zachary of 


_* Guidance. By Rev. Austin G. Schmidt, 
SJ. Religion Essentials Series—Book Three 
(Loyola University Press, Chicago, 1950). 


the course of Abia (Luke i: 5; I Par. 

xxiv: 10); a prophet according to the 

witness of the angel (Luke i: 16 f), of 

the people (Matt. xxi: 26) and of 

Jesus who ranked him among the 

great prophets (Luke vii: 28); an 

ascetic who from birth was to be 
dedicated as a Nazarite for life 

(Luke i: 15), and who practised ex- 

treme mortification in his dress and 

food (Matt. ili: 4); the precursor of 
the Messias, and, as such, Elias both 

in spirit and in power (Luke i: 17; 

Matt. xvii: 12 f).’? 

The Baptist came preaching a bap- 
tism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, for the kingdom of God was at 
hand. This baptism was not a mere 
human institution, declares Steinmuel- 
ler, but a divine institution and a figure 
as well as a preparation for the sacra- 
mental Baptism of Christ (John i: 33). 
The precursor considered himself un- 
worthy to baptize Jesus, but he did so 
to fulfill the will of God (Matt. iii: 
13-17). He gladly yielded place to the 
bridegroom or Messias on the latter’s 
arrival, and closed his public ministry 
(John iii: 25-80). When John sent his 
disciples to ask Jesus whether He was 
the “Coming One” (Matt. xi: 3; Luke 
vii: 19), he did not doubt the Messia- 
ship of Christ, but sought to convince 
his disciples fully that Jesus was the 
Messias. Publicly censuring Herod 
Antipas for having taken to himself 
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, 
John the Baptist was imprisoned and 





Fr Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia. By Stein- 
mueller-Sullivan (Joseph F. Wagner, Inc.. 
New York, 1950), p. 356. 
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beheaded at the request of the dancing 


daughter of Herodias (Mark vi: 17- 


29). 
ZACHARY AND HIS SON 


We must now return to consider the 
miraculous conception and sanctifica- 
tion of the precursor. While Zachary 
was performing the week of priestly 
functions in the temple with his class, 
and, in fact, on the very day when he 
obtained by lot the singular privilege 
of offering incense upon the altar in 
the Holy Place (a privilege that could 
be enjoyed only once in the lifetime of 
a priest), there appeared to him at the 
time of this incense-sacrifice the Angel 
Gabriel. The angel announced to him 
that his prayer for a son in his old age 
had been heard. Zachary doubted, and 
for his incredulity was punished by the 
temporary deprivation of speech. His 
speech was restored only on the eighth 
day after the birth of his son John. It 
was the day of his child’s circumcision, 
and Zachary, recovering his speech, 
uttered in thanksgiving his prophetic 
song, the Benedictus, as recorded in St. 
Luke’s Gospel. Steinmueller tells us 
that the Benedictus may be conveni- 
ently divided into two strophes. In the 
first strophe Zachary expresses his 
thanks to God for sending the Messias, 
and thus beginning the work of redemp- 
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tion and showing His fidelity to His 
promises (Luke i: 68-75). In the see- 
ond strophe he expresses his happiness 
for the sublime mission of his son as 
precursor of the Messias (Luke i: 76- 
79). 


THE GOOD WHICH CAME 
OUT OF NAZARETH 


Six months after the announcement 
of the coming of John the Baptist, “the 
Angel Gabriel was sent from God into 
a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; 
and the virgin’s name was Mary.” We 
are told that the virgin was betrothed 
to a carpenter named Joseph. We 
should here note that to be betrothed 
meant more than merely to become en- 
gaged. Among the Jews there was an 
obligation for all men to marry. The 
average age for a man’s engagement 
and marriage was between eighteen 
and twenty-four years, whereas the girl 
between the ages of 
twelve and twelve and one-half years. 
At marriage, usually about a year later, 
the girl was thirteen and one-half or 
fourteen years of age. The betrothal 
had some far-reaching effects. 
of the results were similar to the mar- 
riage itself. The girl was called wife. 
If her husband died before the actual 
marriage, she was called a widow. The 
celebration of the marriage consisted 
principally in bringing the bride to the 
home of the bridegroom. We conclude 
then that the espoused Virgin Mary 
was a very young woman, scarcely 
more than a girl. 

Nazareth, the town in which she 
lived, was one of the poorest and most 
wretched of the villages of Galilee. Its 
homes probably consisted of caves dug 
in the rock, with some sort of wooden 
protection in front of them. Nathanael 
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expressed the contempt felt for Naza- 
reth by residents of other towns when 
he said: “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” (John i: 46). But it was 
a humble woman of Nazareth who was 
chosen by God to be the Mother of the 
Redeemer. Nazareth became the scene 
of the Incarnation and the home of the 
Holy Family where Jesus remained 
until the beginning of His public min- 
istry. He was known as a Nazarene 
and as Jesus of Nazareth. 


MARY AND ELIZABETH 


The story of the Annunciation can 
be read in the brilliant account of Saint 
Luke (i: 26-38). In Guidance Schmidt 
summarizes the story of this event in 
these words: 


“Gabriel announced to Mary that, 
if she consented, she would become 
the Mother of the Messias; and in 
proof that she could bear a son who 
had no human father, Gabriel re- 
vealed the fact that Elizabeth, now 
too old to have a child except through 
the special blessing of God, was about 
to become a mother. Mary answered, 
‘Be it done to me according to thy 
word’ (Luke i: 38). At that instant 
the Incarnation of the Son of God 
took place.” 


The angel revealed to Mary that her 
cousin Elizabeth had also conceived a 
son in her old age . . . because no word 
shall be impossible with God. The 
Blessed Virgin set out promptly to visit 
Elizabeth that she might congratulate 
her kinswoman on her pregnancy. En- 
tering Zachary’s home, Mary greeted 
her cousin and began her work of 
mediation and sanctification because 
Elizabeth’s son, John the Baptist, 
leaped for joy in his mother’s womb. 
According to the generally accepted 
opinion, John was at this moment 
cleansed from original sin and given 
sanctifying grace. St. Luke tells us 


156 


that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Ghost and cried out with a loud voice: 


“Blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
And whence is this to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For behold as soon as the voice 
of thy salutation sounded in my ears, 
the infant in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed art thou that hast 
believed, because those things shall 
be accomplished that were spoken 
to thee by the Lord” (Luke i: 42—25). 


Mary responded to Elizabeth’s words 
of highest praise with her own beauti- 
ful eanticle of the Magnificat (Luke i: 
39-56). This canticle is one of the 
three “evangelical canticles,”’ and is in- 
cluded in the Roman Breviary for 
Vespers daily throughout the year. It 
is often sung on solemn occasions. In 
this response to the congratulations and 
praise of Elizabeth, Mary reveals her 
deep acquaintance with the Old Testa- 
ment, especially the canticle of Anna 
(I Sam. ii: 1-10) and the Psalms. 
Steinmueller tells us that the Magni- 
ficat may be conveniently divided into 
three strophes. In the first strophe, 
Mary with her entire being gives praise 
to Almighty God for His mercy in the 
work of the Incarnation by elevating 
her, a humble servant, to become the 
mother of the Incarnate Son, so that she 
shall be an object of veneration for all 
times (Luke i: 46-50). In the second 
strophe, she praises God for His power 
which He displayed in shaping the his- 
tory of the chosen people by humbling 
the proud and exalting the meek: (Luke 
i: 51-53). In the third strophe, she 
praises the Lord for His fidelity to His 
promises concerning the Messias (Luke 
i: 54 f). 


UNDERSTANDING OF 
“FIRST-BORN SON” 


Mary remained with her cousin for 
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three months. The New Testament 
does not explicitly state whether she 
returned home before or after the birth 
of John the Baptist. On her return to 
Nazareth it could be seen that Mary 
was to become a mother. We are told 
of Joseph’s perplexity in the first chap- 
ter of St. Matthew’s Gospel. Mary 
had not made known to him the facts 
revealed to her by Gabriel; he was 
disturbed and wondered what he should 
do. His doubts and fears were set at 
rest by an angel who appeared to him 
in a dream, telling him that the Child 
to be born to Mary had been conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Then, 
in the words of St. Matthew, “Joseph, 
arising from sleep, did as the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him, and took 
unto him his wife. And he knew her 
not until she brought forth her first- 
born son” (i: 24). A footnote in the 
Douay bible tells us that from these 
words, “till she brought forth her first- 
born son,” Helvidius and other heretics 
most impiously inferred that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary had other children be- 
sides Christ: but St. Jerome shows, by 
divers examples, that this expression of 
the Evangelist was a manner of speak- 
ing usual among the Hebrews, to de- 
note by the word “until” only what is 
done, without any regard to the future. 
St. Jerome also proves by Scripture 
examples that an only begotten son was 
also called first-born, or first-begotten: 
because according to the law, the first- 
born males were to be consecrated to 
God. 


A decree had gone out from Caesar 
Augustus that the whole world should 
be enrolled. All went to be enrolled, 
every man into his own city. Joseph 
went up from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family 
of David. With him was Mary, his 
espoused wife, who was with child. 
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There in Bethlehem her days were ac- 
complished, and she brought forth her 
first-born son. Bethlehem had its inn, 
which was little more than a space en- 
closed by a wall, part of which was 
covered. But this inn was crowded and 
Joseph had to be content with one of 
those caves or grottos that had been 
dug in the hillside as stables. In this 
dark and undoubtedly dirty place the 
Savior of mankind was born. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF 

CHRIST’S BIRTH 

The Child was wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger. Shep- 
herds, learning of the birth from angels. 
came to worship Him. Although shep- 
herds were ordinarily considered as a 
despised class among the Jews, they 
were among the first to be informed of 
Christ’s birth by an angel (Luke ii: 8— 
20). The Pharisees despised shepherds 
because they did not observe certain 
prescriptions of the Law, such as that 
which required the washing of hands 
before meals. As a class, these shep- 
herds of Palestine were looked upon as 
thieves and liars. Their testimony was 
not accepted in a court of law. “These 
were the men to whom the birth of 
Christ was made known by choirs of 
angels.” It is possible that these shep- 
herds were not ordinary shepherds and 
pastured the flocks that were destined 


157 















THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





for the temple-sacrifices. At any rate, 
“it was Christ’s first preaching of the 
equality of men and the dignity of 
every human being, no matter how 
lowly his station.” These shepherds, 
who came from Beit-Sahur less than a 
mile east of Bethlehem, were surely 
good and pious men, for otherwise they 
would not have been interested in the 
message of the angel who appeared to 
them. 

The song of the angels confirmed 
this message given to the shepherds of 
the birth of a Savior, who is Christ or 
the Messias (lit., “the anointed one”), 
the Lord. The song of the angels called 
first for honor, praise, and external 
glory to be given to God, and peace to 
mankind to whom God is well disposed 
(Luke ii: 14). The Hebrew word 
‘shalom,” or peace, includes salvation, 
health, beatitude, benediction, happi- 
ness and undisturbed rest. St. Luke 
tells us that the shepherds hastened to 
carry the good tidings to others. The 
Gloria in Excelsis Deo, meaning “Glory 
to God on High,” is the great doxology 
in the Mass, said or sung after the 
Kyrie except in times of penance. It 
begins with the words sung by the 
angels at Christ’s birth. 


HIS CIRCUMCISION 


We are left to conjecture about the 
possibility of St. Joseph finding a house 
in which to live when those who had 
come because of the census began to 
leave Bethlehem. When the Magi 
came to adore the Child, they found 
Him in a house. This house was the 
scene of the circumcision eight days 
after birth. No details of this event 
are given jin the gospels. It was in this 
ceremony that the Infant Savior was 
givén the holy name of Jesus. Through 
this rite a Jew became a son of Abra- 
hani and became subject to the Law. 
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St. Paul notes that Christ was born 
under the Law that He might redeem 
those who were under the Law (Gal. iv: 
4 f). It was fitting that He should 
submit to this sacrament of the Old 
Testament. Circumcision was an out- 
ward symbol of God’s covenant with 
the chosen people. This external sign 
of God’s covenant is of value only if it 
is symbolic of a spiritual circumcision, 
a circumcised heart (Lev. xxvi: 41). 
With the inauguration of the New 
Covenant by Jesus on Calvary, circum- 
cision lost its significance as a symbol 
of God’s covenant with the Jews. Bap- 
tism is for the Christian another kind 
of circumcision whose effects must be 
sustained through mortification (Col. 
ii: 11-13). The Apostolic Council of 
Jerusalem (A.D. 50) officially declared 
that Gentile converts to the Christian 
faith were not subject to the Jewish 
law of circumcision (Acts xv: 28). To 
show that justification was possible 
without circumcision, St. Paul points 
out the example of Abraham who was 
justified before his circumcision 
(Romans iv: 12). 


NUNC DIMITTIS 


Forty days after Jesus’ birth His 
parents made the short journey to 
Jerusalem to present Him in _ the 
Temple; they made an offering equiva- 
lent to a little more than three dollars 
in our money. It was on this occasion 
that Simeon, to whom God had revealed 
that he would see the Messias before 
he died, recognized in Jesus the prom- 
ised Savior. The holy Simeon now ex- 
pressed his readiness to die, and proph- 
esied a twofold effect of the Messi- 
anic mission of the Child (i.e., He was 
destined for the fall and the rise of 
many in Israel, and as a standard that 
would be opposed) as well as the fu- 
ture suffering of Mary. Saint Luke 
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quotes Simeon as saying to the Blessed 
Mary: “Behold this child is set for the 
fall and for the resurrection of many in 
Israel, and for a sign which shall be 
contradicted; and thy own soul a sword 
shall pierce, that out of many hearts 
thoughts may be revealed” (ii: 34-35). 
The canticle that Simeon uttered at this 
time is known from its two first words 
as the Nunc dimittis. This eanticle is 
said daily at Compline, the liturgical 
night-prayer of the Church, and during 
the blessing of the candles on the Feast 
of the Purification (February 2). The 
canticle contains two themes: the ful- 
filiment of the lifelong expectation of 
the aged Simeon and the salvation that 
has come for Jews and _ Gentiles. 
Simeon hailed Jesus as Savior and 
Anna proclaimed Him to be the Re- 
deemer (Luke ii: 22-38). This holy 
old woman, called a prophetess in the 
Gospel, praised God and proclaimed the 
Infant to those who longed for the re- 
demption of Jerusalem. St. Paul makes 
clear that the term prophetess may be 
understood either in the sense of one 
who exhorts and consoles or of one 
who knows and reveals future events. 


THE MAGI 


We know that at the time of the birth 
of Christ there was in Persia a group 
of religious teachers called Magi. The 
Gospel omits to mention the country, 
the number and the names of the Magi. 
The Western Church reputes them to 
have been three Persians, and a 
seventh-century tradition names them 
Gaspar, Melchior and_ Balthasar. 
Schmidt is of the opinion that they 
were followers of Zoroaster, the founder 
of the Persian religion. Zoroaster was 
the author of the religious system of the 
Perso-Iranian people. Little is known 
of his life, but it is conjectured that he 
was born in the seventh century B.C. 
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or earlier. His teachings, embodied in 
the Avesta, advocated adoration of the 
good spirit Ormuzd, abhorrence of the 
evil spirit, and the achievement of 
purity of soul and body. Zoroastrian- 
ism became the religion of the East, 
fell into neglect after Alexander’s con- 
quest of Persia (334-331 B.C.), was 
revived, A.D. 227, and replaced by 
Mohammedanism, A.D. 641. 

The Magi were educated men and 
knew of the Savior who had _ been 
promised to the Jews. The appearance 
of a miraculous star caused them to 
leave the East in search of the king of 
whose birth the star was a sign. “The 
gospel story,” writes Schmidt in Guid- 
ance, “would make us believe that the 
star was miraculous and that it led 
them onward in a miraculous manner. 
But there was a conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn in the year 7 B.C., and 
these two planets in conjunction may 
have presented the appearance of a 
large star of great beauty. Possibly 
the providence of God used this star as 
a means of leading the Magi to Jeru- 
salem.” 


HEROD, THE INNOCENTS, 
THE FLIGHT 


Evidently the Magi did not know the 
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merciless character of Herod the Great, 
for they inquired of him in Jerusalem 
where the king of the Jews was to be 
born. Herod was alarmed and sought 
to ascertain through them the identity 
of the child in whom he saw a rival to 
his throne. The star reappeared when 
they left Jerusalem on their way to 
Bethlehem and guided them to the 
house of the Holy Family. There 
they offered to the Child Jesus the 
choicest gifts, gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. But the Magi, warned in a 
dream, returned to Persia by a differ- 
ent road. 

Herod was furious when the Magi 
failed to report back to him, and com- 
manded that all male children under 
two years of age in Bethlehem and the 
nearby hills be killed. St. Matthew re- 
cords this murder of the Holy Innocents 
(ii: 16-18), but he does not give the 
number of victims. Some modern 
scholars have set the number at about 
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twenty; others estimate the number to 
be as high as sixty to seventy. The 
number 3,000 or 144,000 based upon the 
Apocrypha and some of the Fathers has 
no critical support. 

St. Joseph had been warned in a 
dream of the design of Herod, and fled 
with Mary and the Child into Egypt. 
Their exact route is not known. The 
Evangelists do not describe either the 
length of the exile or its place, although 
the Apocrypha abound in picturesque 
and purely imaginary details. Herod’s 
death occurred shortly after his murder 
of the Holy Innocents. Once more the 
angel appeared in a dream to Joseph 
and told him to return to the land of 
Israel with Jesus and Mary. He now 
took residence in his old home in 
Nazareth, for he feared that Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem would not be safe for 
the Child under Archelaus, the cruel 
and tyrannical successor of his father, 
Herod the Great. 

Now begins the hidden life of Jesus. 
The Gospels break their silence but once 
to tell us about His visit to worship in 
Jerusalem at the age of twelve. Apart 
from this visit and the loss of the Child 
for three days we have no details of the 
hidden life. “That hidden life,” we 
read in Guidance, “was intended as a 
lesson for a proud world: a lesson in 
humility, in obedience, in willingness to 
find contentment in the performance of 
lowly tasks.” 
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At Least the Roman Collar! 
EDITOR: 

It took the splendid article “1 Love 
My Cassock” (July, 1954) to send me 
into print as strongly seconding the re- 
marks of the author. I have felt 
strongly on this point for a long time 
and, at this point, may I add a footnote 
or two, or a new aspect on the subject? 

Let me, then, direct a few remarks 
to my fellow priests, beginning with a 
sort of parable. 

On a hot July afternoon a good 
Father drove his car “over town” on 
business—a call at the bank, a stop at 
the drug store to buy a tooth brush, the 
filling station to have his tires checked. 
As a son of his age, a somewhat typical 
sacerdos of the mid-twentieth century, 
Father was dressed in what some priests 
eall “fatigues,” garb which in no way 
distinguished him from a layman. His 
trousers, it is true, were black. His 
shirt was white and he wore neither 
collar nor tie. And still the good Padre 
perspired. 

In that same city there lived a young 
lady whom we shall call “Blondie.” 
Blondie was a member of Father’s par- 
ish and a weekly communicant. On 
this same hot July afternoon, Blondie 
was enroute to the beach. And 
Blondie, a daughter of her age, a some- 
what typical damsel of the mid-twen- 
tieth century, was walking the street 
clad in shorts. And just as Father 
emerged from the drug store, he met 
Blondie. 

Father had rather strict views on 
women’s attire. “Aren’t you ashamed 


to be seen in public dressed like that, a 
girl of your age, a young woman? You 
should go home and put on some 
clothes.” 

“Father,” replied Blondie, willing to 
justify herself, “it’s so hot and uncom- 
fortable today. It is much more com- 
fortable this way than in ordinary 
clothes.” 

“May,” admonished her spiritual 
Father, “when your mother was your 
age, she dressed like a lady even when 
the weather was hot.” 

“Yes, Father,” replied Blondie, with 
perhaps more truth than reverence, 
“and I’ve heard say that the priest who 
assisted at her wedding dressed like a 
priest—even when the weather was 
hot.” 

Thus far the parable! Fathers, fel- 
low sacerdotes, isn’t the tendency to 
discard clerical garb in hot weather a 
vielding to the ease-loving spirit of the 
age? 

Is this a serious matter? Well, what 
does Satan think about it? What do 
the enemies of the Church do in coun- 
tries where they gain power as, for in- 
stance, Turkey or Mexico? Isn’t one 
of their common moves to make a law 
forbidding the wearing of clerical garb? 
Satan and his friends must think that 
clerical garb is something very impor- 
tant, important enough to make a law 
against it. Well, if it is that important, 
shouldn’t we be willing to endure a little 
discomfort to wear it here where we are 
allowed to do so? 

We are supposed to be living a life 
of penance, mortification, aren’t we? 
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No doubt, most of us are. But wouldn’t 
it be an extremely practical penance to 
at least make it our rule never to ap- 
pear in publie without our Roman col- 
lar? I have heard of a very good priest 
who wore an iron corset, an instrument 
of torture, around his waist for a pen- 
ance. But he discarded his collar in 
hot weather because it was uncomfort- 
able. Wasn’t there a little inconsistency 
there? 

We ask our people to do many things 
which are uncomfortable. They must 
do them if they are to carry out their 
duties of state. A nun must wear her 
habit in all kinds of weather. We 






would be at least mildly shocked if we 
saw a nun dressed like a laywoman 
when the thermometer went over ninety. 
I have been asked by a Catholic high 
school girl, in an instruction class, why 
nuns must wear their habits in sum- 
mer, but priests don’t need to wear their 
And I have heard a nun ask 
I hope the Lord 


collars. 
the same question. 
forgives the answer I gave the girl. | 
told her that the Sisters’ laws are 
stricter than those governing priests 
when it comes to dress. But are they? 
Or is it that the Sisters observe their 
laws better than priests do? I didn't 
have the heart to tell the girl that. 
Doesn’t the law say, “cum foris prodis 
habitus sit longior et nigri coloris sem- 
perque collare quod vocatur romanum 
geras?” 

Should we not be able to ask our 
people to do the hard things of life with 
more consistency if we show ourselves 
willing to do them ourselves? And 
especially in the question of modest at- 
tire for women, won't there be a more 
sincere ring to what we say if we show 
ourselves willing to endure discomfort 
for the sake of principle? 

FATHER “OLDFOGEY” 
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Questions ANswERED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 





Sacred Vessels Surrendered 
to Reds 


Question: I have heard of priests 
who died under torture, rather than 
hand over to the Communists the sacred 
vessels. If these vessels did not contain 
the Blessed Sacrament, would it be 
strictly necessary for one to give up his 
life rather than surrender them? 

ANCEPS 


Answer: Prescinding from the scan- 
dal that might be present in a particu- 
lar case, because of special circum- 
stances, there is no obligation to give up 
one’s life in order to keep from handing 
the sacred vessels over to the Commu- 
nists. We take it for granted that these 
vessels do not contain the Blessed 
Sacrament. There is nothing intrinsi- 
cally evil in handling over the sacred 
vessels to lay persons. They could be 
given to a thief who would take them at 
the point of a gun. We even read of 
saints who sold them in order to pro- 
vide food for the poor. 

When there is question of loss of life, 
or of grave physical hardship and suf- 
fering, we cannot impose on anyone the 
obligation of undergoing these hard- 
ships only for the purpose of keeping 
the sacred vessels from falling into the 
hands of evil men. If circumstances 
permitted in such a case, it would be 
well so to mutilate the articles as to 
cause them to lose their blessing or con- 
secration.! Ifa missionary or any other 
of the faithful knew that his action 
would cause grave scandal and harm to 


*Canon 1305, § 1. 
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souls, he could well be obliged to with- 
stand the demands of the Reds, even 
at the expense of great personal sacri- 
fice. In a case of this kind, it is the ex- 
trinsic circumstances which demand 
such a sacrifice, rather than the objec- 
tive nature of the act of surrendering 
the sacred vessels. 


Using Vestments of 
Different Colors 


Question: I have the privilege of 
celebrating, on almost every day of the 
year, a votive Mass of our Blessed 
Mother. This privilege has been given 
to me by the Holy See because of my 
defective eyesight. Generally I am able 
to have white vestments for my Mass, 
in our own chapel, but sometimes I am 
called on to say Mass in a convent or 
in a parish church. The trouble in these 
places is that the vestments are usually 
set out the evening before. I am won- 
dering if there is sufficient reason for me 
to use the color of the day, which is 
often other than white, when I am say- 
ing the Mass of the Blessed Virgin in 
the convent or parish church. Some- 
times I meet the same situation when 
traveling. 

CAECUTIENS 


Answer: The rubrics which require 
that certain colors be used for the vest- 
ments at Mass are preceptive, and may 
not lawfully be disregarded. These 
rubrics, however, do not bind under pain 
of mortal sin, and any reasonable cause 
will excuse from sin in using a color 
other than the prescribed one, if there 
be no scandal.2, One example given is 


? Aertnys-Damen, Theologia Moralis (Mari- 
etti, Rome, 1947), II, n. 247. 
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that of a convention, on the occasion of 
which it is impossible to supply every 
priest with vestments of the proper 
color. It is better for these priests to 
say Mass than to omit the Holy Sacri- 
fice for lack of vestments of a certain 
color. 

With this principle in mind, we can 
state that Caecutiens will often find 
that he has the reasonable cause which 
is required to permit using vestments 
of another color. It would be too gen- 
eral to say that he need never be con- 
cerned about the color of the vestments, 
because the rubrics dealing with this 
inatter are binding in conscience. 

If the priest can arrange beforehand 
for white vestments to be set out, he 
should do so. There may well be cir- 
cumstances in which this is not possible 
without noticeable difficulty or incon- 
venience, which excuses from the obli- 
gation. On the other hand, if a tele- 
phone call in due time will provide the 
proper vestments, the call should be 
made rather than omitted. Even when 
the celebrant arrives at the church or 
chapel in the morning, he may find it 
reasonably possible to have white vest- 
ments exchanged for those that have 
been set out. If so, the exchange should 
be made. Again, real difficulty or in- 
convenience would excuse, but the fact 
that one set of vestments has to be 
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taken out and another put away in the 
-abinet drawer, does not per se consti- 
tute an excusing cause. 

One must be reasonable in consider- 
ing problems of this kind, neither mani- 
festing disregard for rubrics that bind 
in conscience, nor insisting rigorously 
on the letter of the law, when sacristans 
or others by their evident displeasure 
and reluctance make it difficult for a 
priest to request other vestments. 

What has already been said can be 
applied to the circumstances that may 
be encountered by a priest who, while 
traveling, must make use of the indult 
for a votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin. 
Ultimately, in any particular instance. 
it is for the conscientious judgment of 
the priest to decide whether or not he 
may lawfully use vestments other than 
those of the proper color. 


Migraine Headaches and the 
Eucharistic Fast 


Question: One of my parishioners 
suffers occasionally from migraine 
headaches which are quite severe. I 
believe that as a confessor I may grant 
her permission to take a tablet for re- 
lief of pain before she receives Holy 
Communion. The Sacred Congregation 
of the Holy Office states that the per- 
mission holds as long as the same con- 
ditions of sickness obtain. Does she 
have to seek permission every time the 
pain of migraine headache occurs, or 
may I give her a general permission to 
take the tablets whenever necessary in 
the future? 

CoNFESSOR 

Answer: For one who suffers from 
inigraine headaches, I should not hesi- 
tate to grant permission for the taking 
of medicine, or to grant the permission 
once and for always (semel pro sem- 
per), as the Holy Office Instruction 
says. The headaches in this case are 
the result of some specific ailment, al- 
though it may be difficult to decide just 
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what is the cause and to find a truly 
effective remedy. 

On the other hand, one should pro- 
ceed with more caution in giving the 
necessary approval for a person who has 
headaches now and then, with greater 
or lesser frequency, but for whom there 
ean be alleged no specific illness. The 
headaches, in such a case, would often 
seem to be isolated and individual 
symptoms rather than indications of 
some continuing illness. If the com- 
parative frequency of the headaches in- 
dicates the presence of a persistent ail- 
ment or disorder, the semel pro semper 
concession can be applied. Especially 
in this case, however, there would be 
good reason for limiting the permission 
to six months or a year, requiring re- 
newed consultation of the confessor 
after that period, because of the danger 
of abuse. For one with migraine head- 
aches, the danger is far less likely to be 
present. 

We have spoken of the priest’s per- 
mission to receive Holy Communion 
after the taking of medicine. Strictly 
speaking, the priest does not grant a 
permission or dispensation. This comes 
from the Supreme Pontiff. It is the 
confessor’s office to decide whether or 
not this apostolic concession may be 
used, and to give counsel rather than 
to grant a permission or dispensation. 
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Communion before Mass 


Question: Do the people need any 
particular reason to receive Holy Com- 
munion before Mass? I have always 
understood that the proper time for the 
faithful to receive is immediately after 
the Communion of the celebrant. Is 
there any positive ruling on this point? 
Is piety alone a sufficient reason for 
receiving Communion outside of Mass? 
I inquire about this because a great 
many people in this parish regularly go 
to Communion before Mass, and then 
remain for the entire Mass. Some have 
given me to understand that in this way 
they have a longer time for their 


thanksgiving. 
VICARIUS 
Answer: Canon 846, §1, reads: 
“Every priest may distribute Holy 


Communion during Mass, and, if he 
celebrates privately, also immediately 
before Mass and after Mass.” The 
same canon also refers to the Ordinary’s 
right to forbid the distribution of Holy 
Communion in a particular case, ac- 
cording to Canon 869. 

The Code’s explicit permission to dis- 
tribute Communion before and after 
Mass implies permission for the faith- 
ful to receive. The law of the Church, 
therefore, permits the reception of Holy 
Communion at this time. Nevertheless, 
it is desirable and preferable that the 
faithful receive at the time of the Com- 
munion in the Mass. Of this, His Holi- 
ness, Pope Pius XII, says in the Eney- 
clical Mediator Dei: 


“Now it is very fitting, as the 
Liturgy otherwise lays down, that the 
people receive Holy Communion after 
the priest has partaken of the divine 
repast upon the altar. Still, 
sometimes there may be a reason, 
and that not infrequently, why Hoiy 
Communion should be distributed 
before or after Mass, and . . . even 
though Hosts consecrated at a previ- 
ous Mass should be used. In these 
circumstances—as we have stated 
above—the people duly take part in 
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the Eucharistic sacrifice, and not sel- 
dom in this way they can more con- 
veniently receive Holy Communion. 
“Still, although the Chureh with 

the kind heart of a mother, strives to 
meet the spiritual needs of her chil- 
dren, they for their part should not 
readily neglect the directions of the 

Liturgy, and, as often as there is no 

reasonable difficulty, should aim that 

all their actions at the altar manifest 
more clearly the living unity of the 

Mystical Body.’* 

Those who look upon the Sacrifice of 
the Mass as an opportunity for a longer 
thanksgiving after the reception of Holy 
Communion do not clearly understand 
the relationship between the Mass and 
Holy Communion, which is spoken of 
by the Supreme Pontiff. However, 
what originally began with the purpose 
of enabling a few to receive Holy Com- 
munion, who would otherwise have been 
deprived of it, may in time become a 
general practice, with a large part of 
the congregation coming to receive 
Communion before Mass only because 
the priest is then distributing It. In 
such cases, a few words of explanation 
from the priest will often remedy the 
situation, and restore matters to the 
proper order. 

Explanations of this kind, advice and 
suggestion, will be far more effective 
3 Encyclical Mediator Dei, NCWC transla- 
tion, nos. 121, 122. 
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and beneficial than stern demands made 
from the altar. Whatever steps are 
taken should be taken under the direc- 
tion of the pastor, so that there will be 
unity of action among the priests in the 
parish. 


Use of Chain with Cloth Scapular 


Question: A woman whom I know 
wishes to use a silver chain, instead of 
the customary ribbons, between the two 
parts of the scapular. Is this permis- 
sible, and will her doing this have any 
effect on the indulgences to be gained by 
those who wear the scapulars? 

SACERDOS 

Answer: The material of the cords 
or ribbons between the two seapulars is 
not prescribed, although the scapulars 
themselves are to be of wool. There- 
fore, connecting the scapulars by a 
chain is not forbidden and will not usu- 
ally deprive the wearer of any indul- 
gences. 

Exception is to be made of the red 
scapular of the Passion of Our Lord, 
for which the ribbons must be of red 
wool. Consequently, if one were wear- 
ing a combination of what are com- 
monly known as the Five Scapulars, 
use of a silver chain instead of a red 
cord or ribbon would cause loss of the 
indulgences of the red scapular, but 
would not affect the other four. The 
same exception is to be made for the 
scapular of St. Joseph, for which the 
connecting ribbons must be white.* 


Wrong Condition Used in 
Baptism 


Question: When conferring baptism 
on a dying infant about whose previous 
baptism there was some doubt, I mis- 
takenly used the condition si vivis, 
rather than si non es baptizatus. Is 
there any reason for me to be worried 


*De Indulgentiis. By Seraphinus de An- 
gelis (Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1950), n. 308. 
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about the validity of the baptism in 
this case? 
SACERDOS 
Answer: ‘The condition 
used in this case would not make in- 
valid the baptism of the dying child. 
It should not have been used, of course, 
because there was no doubt that the 
child was living. Nevertheless, the 
body was truly alive, and thus the ex- 
pressed condition was verified. 
Moreover, the erroneous placing of a 
verbal condition would not seen to in- 
validate the Sacrament, when the essen- 
tial form is said correctly and when the 
verbal condition through inadvertence 
does not correspond to what is in the 


erroneous 


mind of the priest. In the present case, 


the essential form was pronounced. It 
was not substantially changed. The 
unintentional prefacing of the essential 
form with words that the minister of 
the Sacrament did not really intend to 
say would not cause invalidity. In 
some cases, as in the contracting of 
marriage, we must presume that the 
internal meaning and intention are in 
conformity with what one expresses 
externally. However, in the case under 
discussion, we are not working on legal 
presumptions, but are judging by what 
the priest baptizing actually meant, as 
well as by what. he said. His word is 
sufficient proof of his correct intention 
in these circumstances. 





CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


... designed and executed for beauty and devotion to fit your budget. 


* Woodwork and Carvings 
* Lighting 

* Stained Glass 

* Marble 

* Decorations 


*Pews and Accessories 


Ola Filsiielmiceinelire 
Bronze 


3700 Enclid Avenue 


Your inquiries, no matter how small or large, 


Cleveland 15, Ohto 


are cordially solicited. 


e Three Generations of Service to the Church e 





171 








Boox Reviews 





Significant Work on Mary 


Tue Litany or Loreto. By Richard 
Klaver, O.S.C. (B. Herder, St. Louis, 
1954), pp. 227. $3.75. 

The Marian Year, now drawing to a 
close, has greatly stimulated literary 
productivity on the subject of Our 
Lady. Among American contributions 
to the wealth of writings designed to 
promote knowledge and love of Mary, 
an honored place must be reserved for 
Father Klaver’s book. 

The task he set himself was far from 
easy. After outlining the historical de- 
velopment of the Litany of Loreto, he 
undertook to write a chapter on each 
of the invocations that succeed one an- 
other in the beautiful prayer. Love 
conquers all obstacles, even the monot- 
ony of composing such a work. The 
result is a book that explains the back- 
ground, the theology and the devo- 
tional riches contained in Mary’s litany. 
Mary’s children owe the author a 
debt of gratitude for the enhanced 
understanding he has given of this be- 
loved form of addressing heaven’s 
Queen. 

Although the plan that was followed 
does not foster doctrinal unity, such 
as would be expected in a systematic 
treatise on Mariology, most of the 
truths that a theologian would have to 
expound in writing about the Blessed 
Virgin receive some development. By 
means of judicious repetition, utilized 
when occasion offers, Father Klaver 
stresses the fact that the divine mater- 
nity is the source of all the graces and 
functions of Mary. He clearly per- 
ceives that her primary title of Mother 
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of God comprises all her other privi- 
leges, and that a realization of her 
place in the economy of redemption was 
only a matter of time. The doctrine 
about the co-redemption itself is well 
presented in accord with the theological 
insights of the leading Mariologists c- 
our own day. Matthias Joseph 
Scheeben, the great German theologian, 
is here the preferred guide, and his view 
that Mary is the maternal bride of 
Christ receives adequate exposition. 
To be Christ’s associate in the work 
of salvation, Mary had to have clear 
knowledge of the mystery of redemp- 
tion. This knowledge is well accounted 
for. Our Lady was aided by faith and 
the fullness of her grace, which in- 
volved her plenitude of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, enabling her to read the 
hidden meaning of revealed mysteries 
far more perfectly than is possible for 
learned scholars. Moreover, with her 
supernaturally infused knowledge, she 
perceived the general design of the re- 
demptive plan and understood that the 
accomplishment of our salvation de- 
manded the passion and death of 
Christ. Her generous co-operation with 
God’s purposes achieved its climax at 
the foot of the Cross, where she will- 
ingly yielded up her Son as the victim 
in the sacrifice that saved the world. 
These few samplings of the theolog- 
ical and devotional content of Our 
Lady’s titles are a witness to the suc- 
cess the author has won in his effort to 
explain the invocations of the Litany 
of Loreto. Occasionally a chapter 
heading does not well fit the exposition. 
An instance of this occurs in the ac- 
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bring hope and courage to present-day friends of Christ. 


Cloth $3.50 Paper $2.00 
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count of the invocation, “Mirror of 
Justice,” which treats of Mary’s posi- 
tion in the mystical body and of devo- 
tion to her Immaculate Heart. 

Mariologists often complain of doc- 
trinal inaccuracies that mar devotional 
works. Father Klaver’s book is not 
free from such defects. His notion of 
the biology of parenthood belongs more 
to the Middle Ages than to the twen- 
tieth century. He speaks of two gener- 
ations in God, one in eternity and one 
in time; and it “is God’s own Holy 
Spirit which produced the Word of 
God”—a view that would make the 
Third Person the father of the Second 
Person. Mary’s Son is represented as 
being hypostatically united to the di- 
vine Word. But Mary’s Son is the 
divine Word; the hypostatie union is 
between the divine Word and the 
human nature He assumed. The as- 
sertion that “God loves the angels as 
highly privileged creatures, next to men 
whom He loves as His adopted chil- 
dren,” is theologically surprising and 
seems to imply that angels lack the 
sanctifying grace that would make them 
God’s sons. The author refers to the 
“fact” that Mary died, “according to 
the constant and general belief of the 
Church.” Whether Mary died or not 
is currently a topic of lively debate; we 
ean hardly, at present, talk about her 
death as a fact, and certainly it is not 
a matter of belief. 

Many apt quotations from St. Augus- 
tine, St. Thomas, St. Bernard, Suarez, 
various popes and other authors grace 
the work and lend their power to the 
clarification of its doctrine. Unfortu- 
nately, the key to these treasures is 
withheld from the reader; not a single 
footnote reference is given. Unfortu- 
nately, too, the complete lack of an in- 
dex diminishes the value of the book. 


Cyrit VoLLeRT, S.J. 
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On the Lay Apostle 
Tue Apostotic Itcu. By Vincent J. 

Giese (Fides, Chicago, 1954), 126 pp. 

$2.75. 

Mr. Giese seizes the reader’s atten- 
tion by treating first of the lunatic 
fringe which unfortunately too often 
attaches itself to movements of the lay 
apostolate. He handles this very effec- 
tively from a humorous viewpoint, then 
passes on to the need for a s*irituality 
which would specifically treat of the 
lay state in the Church. 
himself outline such 
leaving that to others. 
the need and makes suggestions which 
would be fruitful in the developing of 
such a spirituality. 

He considers the possibility of a lay- 
man’s deliberate choice of the single 
state within the lay states of life for 
the love of God and, in such a condi- 


He does not 
as spirituality. 


He does outline 


sure emotional and spiritual stability. 
These, he points out, are an ever-deep- 
ening spiritual formation, the prayer 
and the active sharing in the liturgy 
which are the condition of a deepened 
interior life. Christian friendship as a 
necessary condition of a personal apos- 
tolate has a separate chapter. The 
true spirit of poverty, or detachment, 
also receives special and sensible treat- 
ment. 

The specific role of the Christian lay- 
man (he uses journalism, his own pro- 
fession, as a concrete example) is 
located in the context of modern liberal- 
ism, the educated Catholie’s problem 
of dealing with the Blanshard mental- 
ity, and the minority position of Cath- 
olics in America. American realism 
and the disposition to “get things done,” 
and the generally open and free rela- 
tionships existing between priests and 





tion of life, the means necessary to en- 
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him great potentialities for our future. 

The author has not attempted to 
write an original theological treatise. 
His own thinking has been more im- 
mediately formed by Perrin, Suhard, 
de Lubac, Danielou, Montcheuil, J. 
Courtney Murray, James O’Neill and 
Congar (all clerics, save one). He is 
actually more concerned with Catholic 
activity (group activity as opposed to 
individualistic efforts) than with Cath- 
olic Action in the strict sense of the 
term. True, there is a crying need for 
Catholic intellectuals, but the author 
may be thought to be too exclusively 
concerned with the intellectual need. 
His work, note, is not meant to be a 
manual of practice, nor is it put for- 
ward as a finished philosophy of 
Catholic Action; consequently it should 
not be so judged. It will stimulate, as 
it intends, Catholics who have a col- 
lege background. We still need, how- 
ever, clearer ideas on the interrelation- 
ships of the three basic states of life: 
clerical, lay and religious. And we need 
a philosophy of Catholie Action that is 
applied to the working man and to the 
business world, as these exist in the 
United States. The ideas are abso- 
lutely necessary, but we must be care- 
ful not to envisage the “men of ideas”’ 
or the “professions” as necessarily the 
hope of the Church. Even though we 
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(now completed) | | 


| 
your parish or institution, Write: Mr. James } 


must develop our talents in order the 
better to co-operate with grace, we can 
remember that it was the talents of 
fishermen and divine grace that were 
used by Christ in the original aposto- 
late. The important thing is that, 
whatever one’s talents be, they be used. 

STEPHEN SPELLMAN 


New Reformation Volume 


THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND II: 
Revicio Depoputata. By _ Philip 
Hughes (Maemillan, N. Y., 1954), 
366 pp. $7.50. 


In his first volume Msgr. Hughes sub- 
mitted to his publisher an entirely com- 
petent analysis of the Henrician refor- 
mation of the English Church. He 
wisely selected as his point of depar- 
ture Luther’s defection in 1517. From 
here he followed the fortunes of the 
Catholic Church in England from a 
year when it was perhaps the most de- 
voted daughter of the Church, and its 
patron, Henry VIII, the papal Defensor 
Fidei, until 1540, when the Church in 
England had become soundly estab- 
lished by the excommunicated Defender 
of the Faith as the Church of England. 

The second volume, published this 
year, details the history of the Church 
of England between the years 1540- 
1558. In finely drawn chapters the 
author completes the mournful biog- 
raphy of Henry, escorts us through the 
still sadder reign of Edward VI, and 
leaves us with a vivid picture of the 
attempt made by Mary Tudor to re- 
store Catholicism in her realm after its 
savage defeat by the Protestants of 
Henry’s and Edward’s reigns. 

Of the second volume, Part Three 
particularly recommends itself to the 
eye of the serious historian. Entitled 
“A Catholic Queen,” this portion of the 
book analyzes in three splendid chap- 
ters Mary’s short and unhappily frus- 
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trated reign. It is here that Msgr. 
Hughes is at his best, correcting popu- 
lar misunderstandings, drawn from 
four centuries of Foxe’s Book of Mar- 
tyrs, of the terrible fate of heretics in 
Marian England. 

Unfortunately, here and there the 
second volume is marred by evidences 
of carelessness and even inaccuracies, 
but perhaps one can lay the blame for 
the criticism at the door of the proof- 
readers and typesetters. On the whole, 
this second volume is above reproach 
and we believe that it will merit the 
same praise which everywhere greeted 
the first volume in what promises to be 
a trilogy. Historians even now are an- 
ticipating the pleasure of welcoming 
Msgr. Hughes’ third volume which will 
deal with the final establishment of 
Protestantism in England by England’s 
“Gloriana.” 


Paut R. Rust, 0.M.I. 


Dedicated Chastity 


THe AposToLaATE oF CuHastTity. By 
Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. (West- 
minster, Md., The Newman Press), 
pp. 245. $3.25. 


Here is a book about which I want 
to be as emphatic as I can; this is an 
extremely important book. By all 
means, get it, read it, ponder it. 

It is a book intended for religious 
Sisters, but its significance is by no 
means confined to them. It is of vast 
import to all who have the Church’s 
welfare at heart. 

It comes from the pen of the learned 
English Dominican, Fr. Ferdinand 
Valentine, who is remembered for hav- 
ing given to his fellow clerics that most 
intelligent and practical of all books on 
preaching, The Art of Preaching, and to 
sisters that pointed and needed volume, 
Religious Obedience. 
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The Meaning of Life and 
Marriage 


By Baron Frederick Von Gagern, M.D., trans. 
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The Human Element in the 
Church of Christ 


By Rev. Paul Simon, trans. by Meyrick Booth, 
Ph.D. Thought provoking examination of the 
relationship between Catholicism and human 
nature. $2.75 








The Theology of the Apostolate— 


By Most Rev. L. S. Suenens Commentary on 
the formal promise made by members of the 
Legion of Mary. It is designed to give mem- 
bers, or prospective members, of that Legion a 
fuller understanding of the pledge voluntarily 
taken. 
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By Jane Lane An historical novel revolving 
around a gentle English family caught up in the 
surrounding wave of hysteria following the “dis- 
covery” of a Popish plot by Titus Oates. $3.00 











A Survey of Protestant 
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By Gustave Weigel, S.J. Brief and accurate 
summarization of the main tendencies in current 
Protestant theology. $.90 











The Sacraments in the Christian 
Life 


By M. M. Philipon, O.P., trans. by Rev. John 
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sacraments showing both the individyal and the 
social nature of the sacraments. $4.25 
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1 ° ® This book is an exposition, reasoned 
i$ rat On and incisive and inspiring, of the Catho- 
soe lic teaching on dedicated chastity. It 


| has to do with such related matters as 








~ The pipe organ is best | voeation, dedication, spiritual mother- 
suited to reflect the : 2 
varied moods of religi- hood, Our Lady’s example and pre- 
ous music. Thrillingly rogatives; and the whole is comple- 
powestl, yet capable mented by close onto fifty pages of ap- 
of the most subtle ren- | A ‘ y pe 8 ‘ ay 
dering, it has moved | posite and excellent appendices and 
listeners for hundreds . 
notes. 
of years. ; ‘ ‘ — 
If your church is con- An idea of Fr. Valentine’s approach 
sidering a new organ, and theme may be had from this closing 


we suggest you see and 
hear a Moller. You'll 
be surprised to learn 
you can obtain a true 
custom-built  engg vad | “Religious chastity flourishes as a 
Ne $3075." or less positive dedication in an environ- 
an $3975. P , . 
maa oie ment of balanced tensions in which 
‘Slightly higher in the West. . P 
the free functioning of the person of 
— a. the subject is encouraged. This calls 
fies above all else for prudent leader- 
ship. Many things can interfere with 
this norma] development and restrict 
the freedom of function so essential 
to personal well-being. If this hap- 
pens, it is only to be expected that 
some of our sisters should be afflicted 
with a life-long negative bias in all 
that concerns religious chastity, and 
should habitually look upon it as a 
kind of necessary asceticism. With 
the best will in the world this frus- 
trates the human spirit instead of 
liberating it.” 
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paragraph of his chapter, “The Problem 
of Vocation” (p. 13): 
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Confusion by Definition 


Dictionary oF Mysticism. Edited by 
Frank Gaynor (Philosophical Li- 
brary, N. Y.), 208 pp. $5.00. 


This book is a glossary of terms from 
astrology, theosophy, rosicrucianism, 
freemasonry, ancient occultism, and 
from modern usage in the quasi-reli- 
gions which have an Egyptian or Indian 
flavor, such as those which advertise 
themselves in the Saturday edition of 
the New York Times. 

The following samples will betray to 
any Catholic and, perhaps, to any edu- 
cated man how very critically this 
book would have to be consulted; we 
shall let these instances speak for the 
book. 

Under “Mysticism” (p. 119): “The 
basic idea of all mysticism is that the 
essence of life and of the world is an 
all-embracing spiritual substance which 
is the same reality in the core of all 
beings, regardless of their outer appear- 
ances or activities.” 

“Angelified flesh” (p. 11): “The 
heavenly substance of which the bodies 
of angels are formed, according to 
Christian mystics.” 

“Asceticism” (p. 17): “The view that 
the physical body is an evil and a det- 
riment to a righteous moral and spiri- 
tual life...” 

“Christ myth” (p. 36): “A theory 
popular in Germany from about 1910. 
It represents Jesus as either an astral 
deity who came to earth, suffered, died 
and rose again, or as the projection of 
the repressed social, economic and polit- 
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ical aspirations of the lower classes of 
the Roman Empire.” (This is the only 
mention of Christ in the book.) 

“Mind” (pp. 113-114): “Generically 
[sic] considered, a metaphysical sub- 
stance which pervades all. individual 
minds and which is contrasted with 
matter or material substance. In oc- 
cult philosophy, an immortal part of 
man’s soul and personality, which uses 
the brain as a physical agent or vehicle 
for some of its functions.” 

“Metaphysics” (p. 112): “In gen- 
eral, the philosophical theory of real- 
ity. Defined variously as the rational 
science of the supernatural or super- 
sensuous, the science of formal and final 
causes, the science of the obscure, or- 
cult or mysterious.” 

“Sacerdotalism” (p. 159): “In gen- 
eral, any religious system revolving 
about a priestly order. The term, 
when employed in a derogatory sense. 
means the unwholesome preference for 
ecclesiastical and sacramental observ- 
ances in contrast to the more valid per- 
sonal and moral values.”’ 

“Superstition” (p. 176): “The word 
originally meant survivals of extinct. 
defeated religions. Today it is gener- 
ally applied by opponents of occultism 
to all occult beliefs and in general to 
beliefs in the existence of superhuman 
or supernatural forces and beings. It is 
frequently applied also to religious be- 


180 


liefs of ancient peoples and contem- 
porary primitive races.” (Note well the 
second sentence. Another Chesterton 
might today gleefully cross swords with 
this and the following instance of ob- 
scurantism. ) 

“Religious factor” (p. 155): “The 
destiny-determining property of objects, 
forces, powers, ete., which comprise the 
world of human experience; any power 
in the world construed as affecting the 
span and course of life, destiny or for- 
tune of man and other entities or ob- 
jects of nature.” 

This book is advertised as a collec- 
tion of over 2200 “hard-to-find and 
hard-to-define terms.” The examples 
above will illustrate just how hard it 
was for the unnamed researchers (the 
book is “edited” by Frank Gaynor) to 
handle terms where it would not be 
difficult to do a little more honest re- 
search, and of how easy it is to slant 
a definition, to make implications by 
omission and collocation. In addition 
to astrological terms, the book does con- 
tain a wealth of such esoteric impres- 
sions as “Kelpie,” “Brahma-loka,” 
“Ankh,” “Mahdi” and “Wu wu.” Are 
they more authoritatively explained 
than the citations above? Moreover, 
for Greek, Roman and other terms of 
ancient times, the reader would better 
refer to some such work as Harper’s 
Dictionary of Classical Antiquities. In 
brief, to be as kind as possible about the 
questionable value. CC. ° PRENDIVILLE 


Reviews in Briefer Scope 


Louis Martin, AN IpeaL FatHer. By 
Louis and Marjorie Wust (Daughters 
of St. Paul, Derby, N. Y.), 375 pp. 
$3.00 (cloth), $1.50 (paper). 


Of her father, the subject of this 
work, the Little Flower once said, “God 
gave me a father more worthy of 
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Heaven than on earth.” In times like 
the present, when there is a) too much 
unavailing argument on who is to blame 
for the rising crime among youth, the 
schools, the parents, the comics or tele- 
vision, b) too much effort to apply prag- 
matie principles in new remedial ways, 
c) too little an effort to distinguish be- 
tween “how to live” and “how to make 
a living” (not necessarily mutually dis- 
junctive terms, be it noted), this work 
is a welcome contribution. It is the 
first life in English of the father of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus and her 
saintly sisters. 

From the Introduction by the Most 
Reverend Edwin V. Byrne, Archbishop 
of Santa Fe: “What Divine Providence 
has in mind as regards the official recog- 
nition of the holiness of Mr. Martin, I 
do not pretend to know. I only know 
that I am convinced of Louis Martin’s 


great personal holiness even as were his 
own saintly children who knew him 
with that unique intimacy the close- 
knit character of their ideal home life 
induced, and I am likewise certain 
(should Mother Church someday tell us 
that Mr. Martin was a saint as well as 
father of a saint) that his life would 
make surely a pertinent and charming 
answer to the needs of our own times 
and a unique contribution to the tre- 
mendous surge of the Hidden Holiness 
that characterizes our Catholic life to- 
day.” 

To whom is this work most profit- 
able? It is most profitable to all 
priests and religious, all parents and 
about-to-be parents, retreat masters 
and those who direct parish missions, 
for Cana and Christian Family Move- 
ment groups. 

B. WynIarskI 
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Stop, Look AND Live. By James Keller, 
M.M. (Hanover House, N. Y. C.), 
365 pp. $2.00. 


Father Keller’s latest Christopher 
work is a story, a thought, a biblical 
reference for every day of the year. 
The little stories are interesting enough 
to achieve the author’s purpose of giv- 
ing a little thought every day of the 
year to our relationship with God. This 
is the eighth work from Father Keller’s 
pen to advance the aims of the Christo- 
phers, and it maintains the calibre of 
its fine predecessors. 

From the practical point of view of 
some readers of this Review who may 
want to use the book for pertinent anec- 
dotes to point up a lesson in a sermon, 
mission, retreat, Stop, Look and Live 
is highly to be recommended. There 
is always the possibility, of course, that 
some of the audience will have read the 
anecdotes, if we may judge from the 
way Father Keller’s works sell. There 
is always, however, the comforting 
thought that the good nuns will charit- 
ably enjoy the anecdotes all over again. 

P. R. Paterno 


Setr-Portrairt or Curist.—The Holy 
Shroud of Turin. By Edward A. 
Wuenschel, C.SS.R., S.T.D. (The 
Holy Shroud Guild, Esopus, N. Y., 
1954), 126 pp. $1.00. 


“We for our part preach a crucified 
Christ” (I Cor. 1: 23); “for I deter- 
mined not to know anything among 
you, except Jesus Christ and his cruci- 
fied” (ibid., 2: 2). So speaks St. Paul, 
and everywhere finds an echo in Chris- 
tian hearts. As eloquent as the crucifix 
are the actual photographs of the 
Shroud of Turin. This book is an out- 
growth of several studies of the Holy 
Shroud, published in booklet form and 
as articles in the Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly and the American Ecclesias- 
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tical Review. ‘The present work is a 
brief statement of the case for the 
authenticity of the Shroud of Turin. 
It is a preliminary summary of a larger 
work in which the case will be pre- 
sented more completely with a full 
documentation ... The primary docu- 
ments are the photographs of the 
Shroud” (pp. 8-9). 

A nineteen-page bibliography gives 
“a selection of the more significant 
works for and against the authenticity 
of the Holy Shroud.” In great detail 
the text goes into the aspects of the 
case which come under the heading of 
legal medicine; and “the tribunal of 
science” gives a weighty judgment in 
the Shroud’s favor. Excellent photo- 
graphs are included in positive and 
negative, including enlargements of de- 
tail and microscopic views. Scriptural 
and historical arguments complete the 
presentation. The opposition seems, 
after all is said, to have an extremely 
flimsy case. 

Over thirty popes, not least of them 
St. Pius X, and including all the popes 
since the Shroud was first photographed 
in 1898, have been “pronouncing the 
judgment of the Church on the Shroud 
of Turin for four centuries and a half. 
They did so in their official acts by 
which they declared the Shroud to be 
authentic, recommended it to the devo- 
tion of the faithful, instituted and fos- 
tered a public cult of the Shroud as a 
genuine relic of Christ . . . ratifying 
the acts of their predecessors and re- 
affirming the authenticity of the relic 
of Turin” (p. 85). 

On September 13, 1953, Pope Pius 
XII spoke in a radio address to the 
National Eucharistic Congress at Turin 
of “the Holy Shroud upon which we 
behold with deep emotion and solace 
the image of the lifeless body and the 
broken divine countenance of Jesus.” 

Lewis Detmacge, S.J. 











THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN HIM 


By VENANTIUS BUESSING, O.F.M. CAP. 
{Author of Dearly Beloved} 


This book—a full eight-day retreat on the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass—is published exactly as it 1s 
delivered by this skillful, inspiring and popular 
master of retreats. The simplicity and the eagerness 
of style is according to the mind of St. Paul who 
wrote to the Corinthians: “Even though I am rude 
in speech, yet not so in knowledge.” Father Venan- 
tius is guided by the sacred writer of the Second 
Book of the Machabees: “. . . so if the speech be 
always nicely framed, it will not be grateful to the 
readers.” 





AUTHOR: Father Venantius has spent thirty-five years giving retreats in all parts 
of the United States and Canada. In 1955 he will celebrate his Golden Jubilee. 
THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN HIM is the result of all Father 
Venantius’ years as a priest and retreat-master, an answer to so many requests 
that he leave “his hopes and experiences” in lasting form for all priests and re- 
ligious who labor “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


BOOK: (From the Foreword of the Most Rev. James L. Connolly, Bishop of Fall River) 
One thing is sure, that no one, priest or lay, sister or brother in religion, 
can read the book without benefit. The eye will be keener, the mind more alert to 
spiritual truths, the resolve to be and to do better all the more firm for the light and 
guidance and encouragement that we find here. We may all be grateful to the 
venerable author for his effort. We should all beg the Lord to reward his zeal. . . 
But above and beyond all is our recognition of a talent for speaking simply and 
revealing unsuspected inspiration in words and phrases of hymns and prayers long 
used but not enough noted.” 


STYLE: (Comments on an unusual style from reviews of Father Venantius’ 
Dearly Beloved)“. . . It is crammed full of fresh and picturesque illustrations, color- 
ful personalities, surprising turns of expression, and a psychological insight into 
the normal mind and normal emotions that is positively unerring. And what an 
extraordinary variety of personalities parade through these pages.” —Rev. John B. 
Sheerin, Editor of The Catholic World 
“... The book which clearly was written for oral presentation with no thought of 
literary style, is most attractive in its homely simplicity—the simplicity of utter 
sincerity.”—Rev. Cyril Vollert, S.J., President of the Mariological Society of - 
America, in Review For Religious 
“The talks were not written for publication and it is blessedly obvious that they 
have not been touched up for that purpose.”—Rev. Vincent Eaton, S.S., in The Priest 


PURPOSES: Use it on your diocesan or community retreat—for your own 
private retreat. Use it for giving retreats and missions. Use it for your spiritual 
reading—for your days of recollection. Use it for preparing your sermons—for 
your talks to religious men and women. Use it for community reading—for a gift 
to a fellow priest or religious or seminarian—for your work as counselor. Use it 
for every work “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


Price $4.00 
JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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OUR GOAL: $35,000 
RESULT: $39,557 
Canadian Martyrs Church 
Regina, Sask., Canada 
Reverend Michael J. Daly, Pastor 

For free analysis of fund-raising potential of 
your parish or inslitution, Write: Mr. James 
Fraser, Dept. H1OX, Lawson Associates, Rock- 
ville Centre, N. Y.—-or PHONE MR. FRASER— 

CONSCH—Recieie Contre 6- ware. 

















WAXSAVERS 


Take a sample candle to 
your dealer and have him 
properly fit it to this dur- 
able, attractive, polished 
brass candle-saving can- 
dleburner. 














YOU CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


Our experience in promoting books—theological, scholarly, 
fiction and General for religious, educational and lay markets 
can help you. Write for free brochure, We can Publish Your 
Book, which describes our cooperative publishing plan. 


EXPOSITION PRESS, INC., Dept. H-51 
386 Fourth Ave., New York 16, New York 
In Calif.: 9172 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46. 


















IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
138 STYLES + STEEL - WOOD 
FOLDING - NON-FOLDING 


FACTORIES: N.Y., ST.LOUIS, DENVER 
Write for FREE Catalog + Indicate Needs 


ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 
1140 BROADWAY (nr. 27th St.) N.Y. 1, N.Y. Fa E-2 
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DAV-SON CHURCH 
BULLETIN BOARDS 


Many stock sizes for in- 
door or outdoor use. 
Quality changeable letter 
Bulletin and Cork Boards 
for Churches, Schools, 
Colleges, Universities 
and Institutions. If your 
dealer cannot supply— 
write direct. 


A. C. Davenport & Son, Inc., owt cM 
31 N. ene St., ae , Ul 
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Specialists in 
Ecclesiastical 


Candles 


The craftsmen who make them... the men 
who service your account... the 
principals in charge of management and 
production . . . all direct their energies 
entirely to the business of making and selling 
ecclesiastical candles for every church 

use and purpose. It is a specialty with us, 
and since quality is the basic ingredient 

in every candle we make, you may 

rely on the Mack-Miller name for 

complete satisfaction at all times. 


THA eS 











MACK-MILLER 
CANDLE CO., INC., Syracuse 1, New York New York » Chicago + Boston » New Orleans + Los Angeles 














The hushed silence . . . the air of awe and reverence as 
the consecrated elements are elevated, bespeak the mystic 
climax of the Mass, underscoring the solemn words of the 
Code that the candles used at this sacred ceremony be of 

pure beeswax “‘saltem in maxima parte.” 





CANDLE CO., INC. 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 





Will & Baumer craftsmen never tire in their zeal to make 


candles for Church use as free from adulterants and impuri- 
ties as it is humanly possible to achieve. Every candle is com- 
posed of pure beeswax in the precise amount stamped thereon. 











